
“Traveling from the Golan Heights in the North to the Negev in the South in 
mere hours enabled me to truly grasp just how tiny Israel is in a way that 
studying a map could never have done. Israel is a tiny democratic island 
in a sea of Islamic totalitarian governments. It is the only country in the 
Middle East that shares many of the same values as the United States, and 
for this reason it seems that it would be wise to maintain and even grow 
our current alliance with Israel. Attending lectures by Israeli professors, 
political scientists, and journalists has given me a better understanding of 
the Middle East than I had before this program. The next time that I read a 
headline article about 
Israel, Syria, Lebanon, 
or Iran I will have a much 
fuller understanding of 
the issue because of my 
experience with JINSA.” 

“Walking through the 
holocaust museum was 
at once troubling and saddening. The expensive toll that this event has had 
on humanity was clearly presented. However, the part of the museum that 
was the most breathtaking for me was the end. After I passed through all of 
the dark rooms, observed all of the exhibits, after I have been overwhelmed 
with despair, I walked out onto a ledge that overlooked a beautiful green 
landscape. Neat farm patches and idyllic villages spread out over the rolling 
landscape of Israel. I thought this scene, and the fact that a Jewish State does 
exist, was a testament to the resilience of the Jewish people.” 
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“The highlight of 
my trip was the 
entire two weeks!”



My Experiences

[I]t was amazing to see the areas I have studied come to life as I 
conversed with the IDF Lieutenant in charge of one of the Golan 
Heights station talk about border security and the challenges 
they face and their procedures for different situations. I realized 
how similar our struggle is against Islamic radicals and how 
together we face many of the same challenges.

“
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My Takeaway 

When I chose to join the United States military, I was ridiculed 
by many of my friends at home. After seeing how IDF soldiers 
feel about their service, I have never been more proud about my 
decision for the next seven years of my life. I have returned to 
the United States with a much greater appreciation for the Israeli 
people and a new sense of patriotism for my own country.

“

”



“I was incredibly inspired by the IDF members during the mifgash. All of 
them were very professional and very excited about their service. Seeing 
their professionalism and patriotism 
inspired me very deeply to fight 
cynicism and discouragement and to 
strive to be like them.” 

“I am sincerely thankful that I was 
given the opportunity to participate 
in JINSA’s Military Academies 
Program. During my two weeks in 
Israel I learned many things that will 
enable me to better serve my country 
as an officer. Spending time with 
Israel Defense Force officers and witnessing their patriotism has reinforced 
my own sense of responsibility to protect my own country. I was able to 
relate to them because we share many of the same democratic values and 
military ethics. I can proudly say that I consider the Israeli soldiers to be my 
brothers and sisters in arms. Although we fight under different flags we are 
both fighting ethically to protect our respective countries and to defend our 
democratic values.”



JINSA Military Academies Program in Israel:
Program Highlights

Visits to*:
IDF Navy Bahad Base

Hatzerim and Palmachim IDF Air Force Base
Bislach – Academy for Military Infantry Corps

Bahad 1 – Officers Academy on Leadership & Those Who Follow: And What Connects Them
Latrun – Armed Forces Memorial

Ayalon Insitute – pre-state clandestine munitions factory
Misgav Av – security briefing overlooking Lebanon

Tour on the Golan Heights to include 1973 battle site “Valley of the Tears”
Mt. Bental – security briefing overlooking Syria

Yemin Orde
Moshav Netiv Ha’asarah and Kibbutz Sa’ad in Israel’s southern region

Yad Vashem
National Military Cemetery on Mt. Herzl

*The program also included visits to religious, historical, and cultural sites

Briefings by:
Prof. Amatzia Baram on Middle Eastern History

Brig. Gen. Simon Perry, Israel National Police (ret.) on Perceptions of the World Through the 
Eyes of the Islamic Fundamentalist

Prof. Reuven Hazan on the Labyrinth of Israeli Politics
IDF Spokespersons Office

U.S. Embassy
Khaled Abu Toameh on Palestinian affairs

Dr. Rachel Korazim on the Memory of the Holocaust in Contemporary Israeli Society
Col. Bentzi Gruber, IDF (res.) on Ethics & Dilemmas in the Field

IDF briefings regarding security issues on Israel’s borders with Lebanon, Syria and Gaza 
The Geopolitics of Jerusalem

Nice Systems, Ltd. on cyber warfare and security



Component II: Academy Visits

Military Academies Lectures Series

2013 saw the two most senior IDF officers in the United States brief past and future cadet and 
midshipmen participants in JINSA’s Military Academies Program in Israel. Major General 
Yaakov Ayish, Defense and Armed Forces Attaché to the United States and Canada, met 
with and briefed cadets at the United States Military Academy at West Point, while Brigadier 
General Yaakov Shaharabani, Israel Air Force Attaché & Deputy Defense Attaché to the 
United States and Canada, did the same at the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis.
 
The meetings and briefings are an important component to JINSA’s Military Academies 
Visit to Israel program and, ultimately, are of great benefit to the cadets and midshipmen 
who participate in the program.

While at West Point, Major General Ayish spent time with academy superintendent 
Lieutenant General David H. Huntoon, Jr. and Brigadier General Timothy Trainor, the 
Dean of the Academic Board. The discussion centered on the importance of the JINSA 
program within West Point. Both American generals described it as the preeminent 
international summer program for Army cadets at West Point. Major General Ayish was 
given distinguished guest honors at the Cadet Lunch, where all 4,000 cadets form up 
on the parade ground and march into the cavernous dining hall by company. During the 
visit to West Point, JINSA received confirmation of West Point’s participation in the 2014 
programs in Israel.

The cadet and midshipmen talks centered on the importance the IDF places on the visits 
to Israel. The briefings, delivered by each of the IDF generals, consisted of a wide-ranging 
discussion of the threats and challenges Israel is facing including regional instability 
engendered by the Arab Spring, the Iranian nuclear weapons development program, the 
Syrian civil war, as well as new strategic issues including securing the natural gas fields 
lying off the Israeli coastline.

Maj. Gen. Yaakov Ayish with Lt. Gen. David Huntoon, 
USA, the Superintendent of the U.S. Military Academy 
at West Point. Gen. Ayish visited West Point as part 
of JINSA’s Military Academies Lecture Series.



Brig. Gen. Ya’akov Shaharabani speaks to Midshipmen and faculty that participated 
in JINSA’s 2012 Military Academies Trip to Israel and those traveling to Israel in 
2013. The General addressed events in the Middle East since the 2012 program - 
what does the Middle East look like ten months later.

In the first lectures of the 2013 JINSA Military Academies 
Lecture Series, Major General Yaakov Ayish, Defense and 
Armed Forces Attache to the U.S. and Canada, addressed 
Cadets at the U.S. Military Academy in West Point, NY.

Captain Robert E. Clark, Commandant of 
Midshipmen at the U.S. Naval Academy 
in Annapolis, welcomed General 
Shaharabani prior to the evening 
program with the Midshipmen.

For more informaion about JINSA’s Military Academies Program and JINSA,contact 
info@jinsa.org or 202-667-3900. JINSA is a 501(c)(3) not for profit organization.


