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Open Letter from Retired U.S. Military Leaders In
Support of Israel During Operation Swords of Iron

October 7, 2023 was one of the darkest days in Israel’s history as the Iran-backed terrorist group Hamas launched a barbaric attack killing and injuring thousands. The days
since have been no less bloody. To minimize the further loss of innocent lives, the United States should fully support Israel as it fights back against this terrorist threat.

As retired American military leaders who devoted our lives to defending the nation, and many of whom served in the Middle East, we stand beside Israel and recognize its
right to defend itself against the Iran-backed terrorist threats that surround it on all sides. To borrow from Winston Churchill, Israel might be fighting by itself alone but it is
not fighting for itself alone. We have seen firsthand how Israel shares and helps protect American interests and values; we should not hesitate to come to Israel’s aid in its

hour of need.

We know the importance of having adequate supply of weapons to being able to fight back effectively, and the dangers of running low on ammunition and waiting for
resupply in the middle of a war. We understand clearly how strong and unwavering U.S. support for Israel reduces the dangers of further escalation and attack. And we
appreciate the great efforts of the Israel Defense Forces to follow international law in their operations against enemies that intentionally abuse those same laws to endanger

civilians and portray Israel as the aggressor.

We commend the Biden administration for its swift and firm support for Israel and Congress’s many statements of support. Unfortunately, with Israel facing a protracted
conflict, more assistance will be needed. We call upon the Biden administration and Congress to work together in a bipartisan manner to continue giving Israel the support
it needs - militarily, diplomatically, logistically and with intelligence - for as long as it needs to defend itself and eliminate this threat. This should include immediate
resupply to Israel of American-produced munitions that are critical to protecting Israeli civilians from the terrorists’ indiscriminate rocket attacks. The United States should
continue to reinforce, through word and action, President Biden’s important message of American deterrence to Iran, Hezbollah, and “any party hostile to Israel” not “to
exploit these attacks to seek advantage,” especially through efforts to widen the war to other fronts or by targeting U.S. forces deployed in the region. U.S. assistance should
also extend to defending Israel in all international settings, especially at the United Nations, from the spurious accusations that are certain to be levied against it.

Israel is strong enough to defend itself, by itself. It will prevail, regardless the cost. With American assistance, that cost can, and should, be reduced. Steadfast American
support will not only help Israel defend itself today but also signal to the world - U.S. friends and foes alike - that America remains a force to be counted on.
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The Jewish Institute for National Security of America (JINSA) is dedicated to advancing U.S. national security interests in the Middle East, of which a critical pillar is a robust
U.S.-Israel security relationship. JINSA believes that Israel is the most capable and critical U.S. security partner in the 21st century and that a strong America is the best
guarantor of Western civilization.
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