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Strategic Context 

Hezbollah Leaves Its Bunker 

https://jinsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Risks-and-Rewards-of-a-Potential-Israel-Lebanon-Maritime-Border-Agreement-1.pdf
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/israel-faces-multifront-escalation/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/hezbollah-behind-roadside-bomb-israel-last-month-israeli-official-says-2023-04-28/


  

Timeline: Rising Tensions on Israel-Lebanon Border 

Date Hezbollah Provocation IDF Response 

July 2022 
Four drones launched toward Israeli offshore 

natural gas rig. 
Drones intercepted, no response against 

drone launchers or associated sites. 

3/13/23 
Roadside bombing deep into central Israel 

seriously injures an Israeli citizen. 
N/A 

4/6/23 
Hamas/PIJ fire dozens of rockets into northern 

Israel, wounding three Israeli civilians. 
Airstrikes in southern Lebanon. 

April-May Erects two tents on Israeli side of Blue Line. N/A (Hezbollah later removes one tent). 

May 2023 
Builds military outposts along Blue Line, 

violating UN Security Council Resolution 1701. 
N/A 

7/6/23 Anti-tank munition fired along Blue Line. Artillery fire toward source of attack. 

7/12/23 
Damage to border fence, and explosive device 

planted along fence. 
Controlled detonation of explosive device 

planted along fence. 

7/16/23 
Hezbollah armed patrols along Blue Line, 

violating UN Security Council Resolution 1701. 
N/A 

---Hamas 10/7 Attack--- 

10/8/23 
Dozens of mortar and artillery rounds fired over 

the Blue Line into Israel. 
Counterbattery fire, and drone strike on 

remaining border tent. 

10/9/23 
PIJ infiltrators attack along border fence. 

Airstrikes kill multiple PIJ and/or 
Hezbollah fighters. 

Retaliatory rocket and artillery fire kills three 
IDF personnel. 

N/A 

10/10/23 
Antitank missile fire at Israeli tank. Strike on Hezbollah observation post. 

Hamas/PIJ rocket fire into northern Israel. Counterbattery fire. 
10/11/23 Antitank missile fire at IDF positions. Counterbattery fire. 

10/13/23 
Attacks on border fence, and cross-border drone 

launch. 
Artillery and tank fire on border, and 

drone intercepted by air defenses. 

10/14/23 

Attempted infiltration of border fence, and 
several projectiles fired into northern Israel. 

Three infiltrators killed, and drone 
counterstrikes on projectile launch sites. 

30-50 artillery and antitank rounds fired into 
northern Israel. 

Artillery and tank fire, and drone strike. 

10/15/23 
Antitank missiles fired across the Blue Line kill 

two and injure four Israelis. 
Artillery and airstrikes on Hezbollah 

positions in southern Lebanon. 
10/16/23 Antitank missiles, small arms fired at IDF units. Artillery counterfire. 

10/17/23 
Antitank missile and/or infiltrators injure two 

IDF personnel and one Israeli civilian. 
Four infiltrators killed, tank and artillery 
counterfire against antitank launch site. 

 

 

https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2023/06/israel-hezbollah-rattle-swords-military-drills-near-border
https://www.jns.org/hezbollah-builds-27-new-bases-in-lebanon-under-cover-of-fake-ngo/
https://al-akhbar.com/Politics/365086/%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%AF-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%AF%D9%88-%D8%A5%D8%B0%D8%A7-%D9%85%D8%A7-%D8%A8%D8%AF-%D9%83-%D8%AD%D8%B1%D8%A8-%D8%B3%D9%83%D9%88%D8%AA-%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%B6%D8%A8%D8%B6%D8%A8
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-rocket-fired-from-lebanon-explodes-near-border-artillery-returning-fire/


  

Israel’s (Non-)Responses 

 

Israel’s Post-10/7 Northern Dilemma 

https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2023/07/israels-hezbollah-deterrence-eroding-lebanon-border-heats
https://apnews.com/article/israel-iran-hezbollah-airport-attack-gallant-79f7921ba8c061b7a90678c9ea9e099b
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/yellow-tents-across-blue-line-hezbollahs-new-brinkmanship
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/israel-operation-shield-and-arrow-recap/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-intel-chief-nasrallah-close-to-mistake-that-could-plunge-region-into-big-war/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/gallant-warns-hezbollah-against-escalation-well-return-lebanon-to-the-stone-age/
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2023/07/israels-hezbollah-deterrence-eroding-lebanon-border-heats
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/israel-faces-multifront-escalation/


  

 

Dynamics of the Next Northern War 

Preemption vs. Devastation 

https://www.politico.eu/article/israel-hamas-war-other-fronts-iran-minister-amir-abdollahian-hezbollah-warning/#:~:text=Iran's%20Foreign%20Minister%20Hossein%20Amir,turn%20into%20a%20regional%20war.
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/13/world/middleeast/hamas-iran-israel-attack.html?smid=nytcore-android-share&utm_
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/hamas-invasion-rewrites-rules-in-middle-east-1aeabbd4?mod=world_lead_pos5&utm_
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/at-israel-lebanon-border-fears-grow-of-a-second-battlefront-cda25139?mod=middle-east_more_article_pos2&utm_
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/israels-next-northern-war-operational-and-legal-challenges/


  

Hezbollah Capabilities Driving Israel Urgency 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/what-israeli-victory-would-look-like-hamas-war-b5a2ee80?mod=politics_trendingnow_opn_pos1


  



  

https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-reveals-longest-most-significant-hezbollah-tunnel-yet-on-northern-border/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/hezbollah-has-dug-network-of-tunnels-from-beirut-to-southern-lebanon-report/


  

Next Steps for the United States 

Good Start, Now More Is Needed 

Expand Support for Israel’s Self-Defense 

Further Reinforce U.S. Deterrence and Readiness 

https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/jinsa-recommendations-to-support-israel/
https://news.usni.org/2023/10/14/carriers-uss-dwight-d-eisenhower-uss-carl-vinson-deploy-4-strike-groups-now-underway


  

Undercut Iran 

Back Israel on the World Stage 

https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/gaza-conflict-2021-assessment-observations-and-lessons/

