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On October 7, Hamas launched an unprovoked and unprecedented multi-pronged attack on
Israel by land, air, and sea. JINSA has launched a webpage dedicated to its commentary,
webinars, and media coverage about Israel at War. Yesterday, JINSA hosted a webinar with
JINSA President and CEQO Dr. Michael Makovsky, IDF Major General (ret.) and JINSA
Distinguished Fellow Yaakov Amidror, and JINSA Senior Vice President for Israeli Affairs IDF
Major General (ret.) Yaacov Ayish to discuss developments in Israel’s war against Hamas. An
update with the latest information and analysis about the war is below, which JINSA will
regularly produce.

Analysis

e In aNovember 2 webinar, JINSA Distinguished Fellow IDF Major General (ret.) Yaakov
Amidror argued that a ceasefire would be strategically disadvantageous for Israel: “A
ceasefire now would stop the momentum of the offensive [and] would be a huge mistake. It
would be against all the rules of war to have a ceasefire now... A pause on the whole
battlefield would be a huge mistake... if there is a need for something limited in a time and
area, we have experience doing this.”

» He elaborated, “I think that Americans are emphasizing the issue of the humanitarian
crisis that they want to avoid... | know that Americans want to bring gas, oil in... from our
calculation, there is no shortage of both in the Gaza Strip. Hamas keeps a huge amount
of that for itself.”

» JINSA Senior Vice President for Israeli Affairs IDF Major General (ret.) Yaacov Ayish
noted that rocket fire from Gaza has diminished in recent days: “You can see a very
significant decline in the number of rockets that are launching, although... they are
calibrating their timers and triggers and they are able to make them launch while they
are away. The number dropped from 350 rockets a day at the beginning to a few dozen
today.”

» In Lebanon, Ayish argued, “at the strategic level, it seems like [Hezbollah is] stretching
the level of escalation to a level at which it would not drag us into total offensive towards
Hezbollah.”

e The U.S. House of Representatives passed a $14.3 billion aid package for Israel on
November 2, an important demonstration of U.S. support for Israel. However, as JINSA has
noted, the legislation’s political future is uncertain. It is just one of two dueling proposed aid
packages for Israel, the other a broader $106 billion White House request that includes aid
for Israel, Ukraine, and other partners to which the Senate has been far more receptive.
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https://jinsa.org/israel-at-war/
https://jinsa.org/watch-webinar-gaza-update-11-2/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/house-republicans-hope-pass-israel-aid-package-setting-clash-senate-rcna123347
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/emergency-funding-for-israel-current-state/

» Senate Foreign Relations Committee chair Ben Cardin (D-MD) said this week that the
House-advanced Israeli aid bill is “a poison pill and non-starter.” And the White House
has threatened to veto the House legislation even if it passes the Senate.

» Read the differences between the two packages and what is included for Israel in each
in this JINSA analysis.

Last 24 Hours

Attacks Against Israel

e Atleast 8,500 rockets, mortars, drones, and other projectiles have been fired from Gaza
during the war.

» Sirens sounded in Kerem Shalom, Kissufim, Ashdod, and Be’er Sheva, as well as other
locations in southern Israel.

» Families of Israeli hostages have reportedly received Hebrew text messages from
senders who claim to be from Hamas’s Al-Qassam Brigades that say, “we have offered
your government a prisoner swap, but it was not accepted,” and “this is our message:
the release of all Zionist prisoners in exchange for the release of all Palestinian
prisoners.”

e Several rockets, mortars, drones, and other projectiles have been fired from Lebanon in the
last 24 hours.

» On November 3, the IDF said that an anti-tank guided missile was fired from Lebanon
toward Israeli troops in Mattat in northern Israel, causing no injuries.

» Hezbollah claimed that it attacked nineteen Israeli positions along the Lebanese-Israeli
border, though Israel has not commented on these claims.

» Hamas claimed responsibility for firing twelve rockets from southern Lebanon into Israel
on November 2.

» Arocket struck a restaurant in Kiryat Shemona on November 2, wounding two people.

» The IDF said on November 2 that the Iranian militia Imam Hossein Brigade deployed
from Syria to Lebanon to assist Hezbollah.
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https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/emergency-funding-for-israel-current-state/
https://apnews.com/article/house-israel-aid-ukraine-republicans-biden-gaza-b7bfe528b12ac5954cfd5c034f11320d
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/emergency-funding-for-israel-current-state/
https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/operation-iron-swords-updated-to-1-p-m-november-2-2023/
https://www.israelnationalnews.com/news/379346
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/hamas-reportedly-sending-text-messages-to-families-of-kidnapped/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-anti-tank-missile-fired-from-lebanon-causing-no-injuries-forces-returning-fire/
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2023/11/lebanon-israel-border-heats-ahead-speech-hezbollah-leader
https://www.wsj.com/livecoverage/israel-hamas-war-gaza-strip-2023-11-02?mod=lc_navigation
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2023/11/lebanon-israel-border-heats-ahead-speech-hezbollah-leader
https://www.i24news.tv/en/news/israel-at-war/1698942993-lebanon-a-pro-iran-militia-based-in-syria-dispatched-to-lend-a-hand-to-hezbollah
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IDF Operations

e The IDF continued ground operations against Hamas cells in Gaza in the last 24 hours.

»

»

»

»

IDF forces have begun encircling Gaza City, according to a November 2 statement from
IDF Chief of Staff Herzi Halevi, who stated that IDF troops are in the “heart of a ground
operation in the northern Gaza Strip.”

— Halevi added, “our forces are fighting in a built-up arena, which is crowded, complex
and requires professional fighting and a lot of bravery.”

— |DF forces are focused on bisecting the Gaza Strip in order to isolate terrorist targets
in the northern part of the strip, The Wall Street Journal reported on November 2,
citing senior Israeli military officials.

According to Israeli media reports on November 2, citing a senior IDF Southern
Command officer, approximately 100 tunnels have already been destroyed in Gaza. The
report added that IDF Army engineers have begun to use a variety of assets, including
robots, to destroy Hamas’s tunnels and detonate booby traps set by Hamas near tunnel
entrances.

On November 3, the IDF announced that it eliminated Mustafa Dalul, a battalion
commander in Hamas’s Gaza City Brigade.

On November 3, the IDF said that the Golani Brigade’s 13th Battalion and the Armored
Corps’ 53rd Battalion fought several terrorist cells in Gaza overnight and directed aircraft
and artillery strikes to neutralize the terrorists.

e The IDF stated that it launched several strikes on targets in Lebanon in the last 24 hours.

»

»

»

JINSA

The IDF fired artillery toward the source of the anti-tank guided missile attack against
troops in Mattat.

On November 2, the IDF retaliated against targets in Lebanon after earlier rocket
attacks, striking Hezbollah infrastructure targets, command and control centers, rocket
launching posts, weapons depots, and military compounds.

According to Lebanese news outlets, four people were killed in the strikes.
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https://www.wsj.com/livecoverage/israel-hamas-war-gaza-strip-2023-11-02/card/israeli-forces-are-encircling-gaza-city-army-chief-says-teJaT7iLrmOhuKYmXMvY
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/israeli-forces-move-to-cut-gaza-in-two-isolating-the-north-0bdf8c2c?st=jbdi525ymjlcden&reflink=desktopwebshare_permalink
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/army-engineers-said-to-begin-operation-to-destroy-hamas-tunnels-in-areas-under-idf-control/
https://twitter.com/IDF/status/1720340333899153467
https://twitter.com/IDF/status/1720314833306816815
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-anti-tank-missile-fired-from-lebanon-causing-no-injuries-forces-returning-fire/
https://www.israelnationalnews.com/news/379346
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2023/11/lebanon-israel-border-heats-ahead-speech-hezbollah-leader

e The IDF carried out raids across the West Bank overnight, arresting dozens of suspected
terrorists, including suspected Hamas members.

» According to unverified Palestinian sources, ten Palestinians were Killed in the raids and
dozens were injured.
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Casualties and Hostages

e Over 1,400 people in Israel have been killed and another 5,431 have been injured in the
war.

» 339 Israeli soldiers have been killed.
— 24 IDF soldiers have been killed during ground combat in Gaza.

— Five IDF soldiers were killed in the past 24 hours during ground combat in Gaza.

» Numerous foreign nationals have been killed in the war, including at least 32 American
nationals, 30 Thai nationals, 21 French nationals, 17 British nationals, 10 Nepalese
nationals, 7 Argentinian nationals, 16 Russian nationals, 4 Romanian nationals, 4
Chinese nationals, 3 Brazilian nationals, 3 Belarusian nationals, 3 Chilean nationals, 3
Philippines nationals, 2 Ukrainian nationals, 2 Peruvian nationals, 5 Canadian nationals,
a_Cambodian national, a Colombian national, an_Irish national, an ltalian national, a
Spanish national, a_Swiss national, a_Turkish national, and an Austrian national.

e According to unverified figures from the Hamas-controlled Gaza Health Ministry, 9,200
people have been killed in Gaza and at least 32,000 have been injured during the war.

» On October 25, President Biden cautioned against trusting Gaza Health Ministry
casualty figures, stating: “I have no notion that the Palestinians are telling the truth about
how many people are killed ... | have no confidence in the number that the Palestinians
are using.”

e According to the Palestinian Authority-run Palestinian Ministry of Health, 145 people have
been killed and approximately 2,100 have been wounded in the West Bank.

e The IDF claims that it has killed at least 1,500 infiltrators from Gaza since the start of the
war.
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https://www.israelnationalnews.com/news/379346
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/11/3/israel-kills-at-least-seven-palestinians-in-occupied-west-bank#:~:text=More%20than%20140%20West%20Bank,civilians%2C%20according%20to%20Israeli%20authorities.
https://twitter.com/War_Mapper/status/1720154499619135581
https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-war-gaza-news-11-2-2023-6a398d4aeba979aef24960efc31eb772
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/israels-operation-swords-of-iron-11-2/
https://www.idf.il/%D7%A0%D7%95%D7%A4%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9D/%D7%97%D7%9C%D7%9C%D7%99-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%9E%D7%94/?page=1
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2023-11-03/ty-article/.premium/five-additional-israeli-soldiers-killed-in-gaza-ground-operation/0000018b-948a-db7e-af9b-ffcbbc660000
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2023-11-03/ty-article/.premium/five-additional-israeli-soldiers-killed-in-gaza-ground-operation/0000018b-948a-db7e-af9b-ffcbbc660000
https://abc7chicago.com/israel-hamas-americans-dead-hostages/13940504/
https://www.ynetnews.com/article/s1o6mhkx6
https://www.israelnationalnews.com/news/378524
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-767714
https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/all-nepali-students-in-israel-shifted-to-secured-locations-says-government-2447285-2023-10-11#:~:text=people%20in%20Israel.-,Ten%20Nepalese%20students%20in%20Israel%20were%20killed%20by%20Hamas%20militants,been%20shifted%20to%20secured%20location%E2%80%9D.
https://news.yahoo.com/foreigners-killed-missing-abducted-hamas-011457995.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://news.yahoo.com/foreigners-killed-missing-abducted-hamas-011457995.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/iran-backed-militia-threatens-to-attack-american-bases-if-us-intervenes-in-war/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://news.yahoo.com/foreigners-killed-missing-abducted-hamas-011457995.html
https://www.timesofisrael.com/foreigners-from-across-the-globe-killed-missing-or-abducted-in-hamas-massacre/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/fifth-canadian-confirmed-dead-in-hamas-assault/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/foreigners-from-across-the-globe-killed-missing-or-abducted-in-hamas-massacre/
https://news.yahoo.com/foreigners-killed-missing-abducted-hamas-011457995.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/italy-confirms-1-citizen-killed-in-hamas-onslaught-2-thought-kidnapped/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.wsj.com/livecoverage/israel-hamas-war-gaza-strip-2023-11-02
https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-war-gaza-news-11-2-2023-6a398d4aeba979aef24960efc31eb772
https://www.newsweek.com/joe-biden-dismissing-gaza-death-toll-sparks-fury-1838089
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2023/11/3/israel-hamas-war-live-israeli-forces-gather-outside-gaza-city
https://english.wafa.ps/Pages/Details/138919
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-says-gaza-border-finally-sealed-bodies-of-1500-terrorists-found-inside-israel/

According to the IDF’s latest press release, the families of 241 individuals have been notified
that their loved ones were taken hostage.

Foreign nationals also remain missing, including at least 11 American nationals, 9 French
nationals, 15 Argentinian nationals, 9 Ukrainian nationals, 8 Russian nationals, 3 Canadian
nationals, 3 Philippines nationals, 2 Austrian nationals, 3 Italian nationals, 2 Paraguayan
nationals, 5 Peruvian nationals, 2 Sri Lankan nationals, 2 Tanzanian nationals, a Chilean
national, an Azeri national, and a_Nepalese national.

» Atleast 8 German nationals, 20 Thai nationals, 4 Portuguese nationals, 2 ltalian
nationals, and 2 Mexican nationals have been taken hostage.

Iranian Involvement and Response

Hezbollah chief Hassan Nasrallah will deliver remarks on November 3, his first public
address since the war began.

Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh traveled to Iran on November 2, according to IDF spokesperson
Rear Admiral Daniel Hagari.

The Wall Street Journal reported on November 2, citing senior U.S. defense officials, that
the Wagner Group is considering providing Hezbollah with an SA-22 air defense system.

» The SA-22 uses anti-aircraft missiles and guns to shoot down aircraft up to a range of 12
miles.

Reports on November 3 indicated that the Iran-backed Islamic Resistance in Iraq militia
coalition announced that “intense and expansive” attacks against U.S. bases and troops in
the region will begin next week.

U.S. and International Response

The House of Representatives voted on November 2 to approve an aid package of $14.3
billion to Israel. The House voted 226 to 196 in approval of the legislation.

» Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) has said that he will not take up the
legislation, and the White House has threatened to veto the legislation even if it does
pass the Senate, so the likelihood of the legislation becoming law is low.

» Speaker of the House Mike Johnson (R-LA) said in a statement that the legislation is
“necessary and critical assistance as Israel fights for its right to exist ... with antisemitism
on the rise both domestically and abroad, it's imperative that the U.S. sends a message
to the world that threats made against Israel and the Jewish people will be met with
strong opposition.”

On October 31, the United States redeployed two nuclear-capable hypersonic B-1B Lancer
bombers from the United Kingdom’s Fairford Royal Air Force Base to a base in Turkey.

» According to the U.S. military’s European Command (EUCOM), the deployment was
“long-planned.”

On November 2, Reuters reported that, according to two U.S. officials, the United States has
deployed surveillance drones over Gaza to attempt to locate hostages that Hamas abducted
on October 7. Reportedly, the flights have been underway for more than one week.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken arrived in Israel on November 3 to meet with Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and other top Israeli officials. Blinken laid out several
agenda items for his trip to Israel:
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https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-771540
https://abc7chicago.com/israel-hamas-americans-dead-hostages/13940504/
https://www.cnn.com/middleeast/live-news/israel-hamas-war-gaza-news-10-24-23/h_f98cbdda35dc6c820e3ace8f3bb18c5f
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https://www.macaubusiness.com/foreigners-killed-abducted-or-missing-in-hamas-attack-5/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.ynetnews.com/article/s1o6mhkx6
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/italy-confirms-1-citizen-killed-in-hamas-onslaught-2-thought-kidnapped/
https://news.yahoo.com/foreigners-killed-missing-abducted-hamas-011457995.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/11/02/lebanon-hezbollah-nasrallah-israel-war/
https://www.idf.il/en/mini-sites/hamas-israel-war-articles-videos-and-more/hagari-speeches/press-briefing-by-idf-spokesperson-rear-admiral-daniel-hagari-november-2nd-20-15/
https://www.wsj.com/world/russias-wagner-group-may-provide-air-defense-weapon-to-hezbollah-u-s-intel-says-37dc8f45?st=tfm3xrrxivquh5j&mod=googlenewsfeed
https://missilethreat.csis.org/defsys/pantsir-s-1/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/iran-backed-iraqi-militias-announce-expanded-attacks-on-us-bases/
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/house-vote-israel-aid-major-test-johnsons-speakership/story?id=104571963
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/emergency-funding-for-israel-current-state/
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/house-vote-israel-aid-major-test-johnsons-speakership/story?id=104571963
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/us-deploys-hypersonic-b-1b-bombers-to-turkey-amid-israel-hamas-war/ar-AA1jf1C9
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/us-flying-drones-over-gaza-search-hostages-2023-11-03/
https://www.axios.com/2023/11/02/blinken-israel-hamas-gaza-war-ceasefire-humanitarian-pause
https://www.timesofisrael.com/blinken-to-face-uphill-battle-for-gaza-war-pauses-at-israel-meetings-and-arab-summit/#:~:text=Blinken%20said%20he%20has%20five,foreign%20nationals%20who%20want%20to

» strategizing Israel’s military campaign in Gaza;

» containing the fighting so that it does not spread regionally;

» increasing humanitarian aid flow to Gaza;

» helping American citizens and foreign nationals leave Gaza;

» securing the release of every hostage Hamas is holding; and

» “setting the conditions” for a two-state solution once the war ends.

» Secretary Blinken will also reportedly urge the Israeli government to agree to a series of
pauses in IDF military operations.

e On November 2, Secretary Blinken said before departing for Israel, “Israel has not only the
right but the obligation to defend itself and also to take steps to try to make sure that this
never happens again,” and Hamas is “quite literally” at fault for civilian casualties because of
the group’s use of human shields.

» He also said that “we’ve also said very clearly and repeatedly that how Israel does this
matters. We’ve seen in recent days Palestinian civilians continuing to bear the brunt of
this action, and... We want to look at concrete steps that can be taken to better protect
them.”

e Secretary Blinken and his deputies are speaking with their counterparts in Arab states about
the governance of Gaza after Israel concludes its military operations, The Wall Street
Journal reported on November 2.

e Bahrain’s parliament issued a statement on November 2 that the country had severed
economic ties with Israel, expelled the Israeli ambassador to Bahrain, and recalled the
Bahraini ambassador to Israel.

» The statement said that the actions “confirmed Bahrain’s historic position in support of
the Palestinian cause” and that “the [Bahraini] parliament affirms that the continuation of
war and military operations, and the continuing Israeli escalation in light of the lack of
respect for international humanitarian law, prompts it to demand more decisions and
measures that preserve the lives of innocent people and civilians in Gaza and all
Palestinian areas.”

» Israel said it had no knowledge of ties being downgraded, and Israeli Ministry of Foreign
Affairs spokesperson Lior Haiat issued a statement that “we would like to clarify that no
notification or decision has been received from the Bahraini government or the Israeli
government to recall the countries’ ambassadors,” and “the relations between Israel and
Bahrain are stable.”

e The Palestinian Red Crescent said that 102 trucks containing humanitarian aid crossed the
Rafah crossing from Egypt to Gaza on November 2, the largest quantity in one day since the
crossing’s opening on October 21.

» The trucks contained food, water, relief supplies, medicine, and medical equipment, but
no fuel.

Recent and Relevant JINSA Products About Israel at War
e Jonathan Ruhe, “Deterrence Through Strength,” The Dispatch, November 2, 2023

e Webinar: Gaza Update with JINSA President and CEO Dr. Michael Makovsky, JINSA
Distinguished Fellow IDF MG (ret.) Yaakov Amidror, and JINSA Senior Vice President for
Israeli Affairs IDF MG (ret.) Yaacov Ayish, November 2, 2023
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https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/02/briefing/us-israel-war-pauses-trump-sons-trial.html
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/blinken-civilians-bearing-brunt-of-idfs-gaza-campaign-well-discuss-steps-to-protect-them/
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/americans-set-to-leave-gaza-as-israeli-forces-tighten-grip-c6aea88c
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/bahrain-parliament-says-envoy-israel-returned-home-israel-says-ties-stable-2023-11-02/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/mena/palestine-israel/2023/11/02/bahrains-parliament-says-ambassador-to-israel-recalled-and-economic-ties-halted/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/mena/palestine-israel/2023/11/02/bahrains-parliament-says-ambassador-to-israel-recalled-and-economic-ties-halted/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/over-100-aid-trucks-enter-gaza-strip-highest-total-since-war-started/
https://thedispatch.com/article/deterrence-through-strength/
https://jinsa.org/watch-webinar-gaza-update-11-2/

e Matt Kenney, Emergency Supplemental Funding for Israel — The Current State of Play,
November 1, 2023

e Dr. Michael Makovsky Appearance on Live Now Fox, November 1, 2023
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https://www.livenowfox.com/video/1305079

