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JINSA’s Israel at War webpage is a dedicated resource for analysis, commentary, webinars, and 
media coverage about the 10/7 attacks and the ensuing Israel-Hamas conflict. An update with 
the latest information and analysis about the war is below. 

 

Analysis 
⚫ During a January 10 JINSA webinar about U.S. strategy toward Iran, former CENTCOM 

Commander and JINSA Generals and Admirals Program trip participant Gen Frank 
McKenzie, USMC (ret.) argued that “I think escalation is not good … but the principal goal of 
our foreign policy cannot be prevention of escalation.” 

» He added, “early action is usually better … you want to demonstrate capability, and you 
want to show that you’re willing to use it … the Iranians, as an example, have never 
doubted our capabilities. But they have always doubted our will.” 

» JINSA President and CEO Dr. Michael Makovsky observed that “it always seems like we 
self-deter with the Iranians, no matter if it’s a Republican or a Democrat administration.” 

» Noting the importance of post-war planning in Gaza, Gen McKenzie argued, “Hamas can 
have no role in [Gaza’s] end-state. No role. But beyond that … the objective has to be 
more than removing the military and political echelons of Hamas.” 

⚫ South Africa’s presentation at the International Court of Justice on January 11 of its 
allegations that Israel is committing genocide in Gaza underscored the spuriousness its 
claims.  

» South African representative Tembeka Ngcukaitobi argued that Israel was guilty of both 
genocidal conduct and intent, but, as JINSA has noted, the IDF’s efforts to protect 
Palestinian civilians are likely unprecedented. In the first month of the war, Israel 
dropped over 1.5 million pamphlets, made nearly 6 million calls, and sent nearly 4.4 
million texts to Gazans warning them to evacuate from combat zones. 

» Furthermore, South African Justice Minister Ronald Lamola made a number of provably 
false factual statements in his address, including alleging that Israel has exercised 
control over “civilian infrastructure” in the Gaza Strip since 2004 and that “entry and exit 
to Gaza is strictly prohibited, with Israel operating the only entry points.” 

− In fact, Israel has not controlled any territory inside the Gaza Strip since September 
2005.  

» Furthermore, the Gaza Strip shares a roughly eight-mile-long border with Egypt, and 
prior to the October 7 attacks, Israel had permitted over 15,000 Gazan residents to enter 
Israel daily for work. 

https://jinsa.org/israel-at-war/
https://jinsa.org/watch-webinar-deterring-iranian-linked-aggression/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/israeli-precautions-save-palestinian-lives/
https://www.ynetnews.com/article/hjx7buhma
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/south-africa-justice-minister-at-international-court-israel-has-crossed-the-line/
https://embassies.gov.il/MFA/AboutIsrael/Maps/Pages/Israels%20Disengagement%20Plan-%202005.aspx
https://apnews.com/article/middle-east-ap-top-news-israel-blockades-0bbd46d074739dbb8b4a7083f6cd63fb
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Last 24 Hours 
Attacks Against Israel 

⚫ At least 13,000 rockets, mortars, drones, and other projectiles have been fired at Israel 
during the war. 

Gaza 

⚫ Sirens sounded in Kissufim. 

Lebanon 

⚫ Sirens sounded in Metula and Arab al-Aramshe. 

⚫ On January 11, terrorists in Lebanon fired three rockets toward Arab al-Aramshe in Israel’s 
north, landing in open areas.  

⚫ On January 11, incoming drone alert sirens sounded in a number of communities across 
northern Israel.   

West Bank 

⚫ On January 11, Israeli Police and the Shin Bet announced that they had foiled a terrorist plot 
by two East Jerusalem-based supporters of the Islamic State.  

» Authorities said they had arrested a 21-year-old and a 23-year-old from the 
neighborhood of Jabel Mukaber who were planning an attack involving using an 
explosive device to kill Israeli security forces. 

» Authorities said they found Islamic State propaganda videos on the suspects’ electronic 
devices.  

 

IDF Operations 

Gaza 

⚫ On January 11, the IDF carried out a series of strikes in Khan Younis and Maghazi. 

https://www.jpost.com/israel-hamas-war/article-780231
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/rocket-sirens-sound-in-kissufim-near-gaza-border/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/rocket-sirens-sound-in-metulla-near-lebanon-border/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-strikes-hezbollah-command-center-in-south-lebanon-as-rockets-target-israel/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-strikes-hezbollah-command-center-in-south-lebanon-as-rockets-target-israel/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/sirens-warning-of-suspected-drone-attack-sound-in-towns-close-to-lebanon-border
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/police-shin-bet-say-they-foiled-attacks-planned-by-2-east-jerusalem-isis-supporters/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-fighting-ongoing-against-hamas-in-southern-central-gaza/
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» In Maghazi, IDF aircraft struck three Hamas gunmen IDF troops had identified exiting a 
tunnel.  

» IDF troops identified another eight Hamas operatives en route toward a school in 
Maghazi, killing them with sniper fire.  

» In Khan Younis, the IDF carried out an airstrike against three Hamas operatives exiting a 
building that housed a weapons cache.  

» The IDF also carried out an airstrike against two Hamas operatives who were attempting 
to plant an explosive device in Khan Younis.  

⚫ On January 10, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu released a video address on X in 
which he outlined Israel’s efforts to protect Palestinian civilians in Gaza. 

» Prime Minister Netanyahu said that “Israel has no intention of permanently occupying 
Gaza or displacing its civilian population. Israel is fighting Hamas terrorists, not the 
Palestinian population, and we are doing so in full compliance with international law.” 

» Netanyahu added, “the IDF is doing its utmost to minimize civilian casualties while 
Hamas is doing its utmost to maximize them by using Palestinian civilians as human 
shields. The IDF urges Palestinian civilians to leave war zones by disseminating leaflets, 
making phone calls, providing safe passage corridors, while Hamas prevents 
Palestinians from leaving at gunpoint, and often with gunfire.” 

» Netanyahu concluded that once Israeli objectives are achieved, “Gaza can be 
demilitarized and deradicalized, thereby creating a better future for Israelis and 
Palestinians alike.” 

⚫ On January 10, the IDF said it finished operations in Khuza’a, near Khan Younis, during 
which troops from the 5th Reserve Brigade killed several members of Hamas and destroyed 
its infrastructure, including rocket launchers, observation posts, weapons stores, and 
roughly 40 tunnel shafts and subterranean networks. 

» The IDF added that substantial amounts of terrorist infrastructure were located in 
schools and other civilian buildings. 

⚫ On January 10, IDF Arab-language spokesperson Lt. Col. Avichay Adraee said that the IDF 
raided Hamas military wing deputy chief Marwan Issa’s luxury home in Gaza, which has a 
pool, large yard, and expensive furniture. 

» Adraee said, “this is further evidence of the complete disconnect between the Hamas 
leadership, including the leaders of the military wing, who live a life of luxury and enjoy 
great wealth, and a large segment of the Gaza population that issues distress calls for 
donations and international aid,” and “Hamas leaders are in heaven and Gaza residents 
are in hell.” 

⚫ Israeli war cabinet member Benny Gantz said on January 10 that “the achievements of the 
IDF continue to grow,” and “in large parts of the Strip, Hamas is effectively no longer in 
control.” He added, “we need to continue; if we stop now, Hamas will resume its control,” 
and “we are deep in the middle of dismantling the terror infrastructure.” 

» Gantz also said, “the most important thing is returning the hostages; it is prioritized over 
all elements of fighting,” and “to the hostages, if you can hear me, I want you to know 
that we’re doing everything we can to bring you back to your loved ones.” 

» Addressing rumors about a potential hostage deal negotiated with Qatari and Egyptian 
help, Gantz said, “I’ve heard all sorts of rumors about deals, but there is always 
movement and activity, and as soon as there is something ready we will update you.” 

https://twitter.com/IsraeliPM/status/1745186120109846710
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-it-has-completed-operations-in-khuzaa-on-outskirts-of-khan-younis/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/troops-raid-luxury-vacation-home-of-hamas-deputy-chief-in-gaza-says-idf/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/gantz-hamas-is-no-longer-in-control-in-large-parts-of-the-gaza-strip/


 Israel’s Operation Swords of Iron Update January 11, 2024 4 

⚫ On January 10, IDF Spokesman Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari announced, “we are continuing to 
operate with determination, above and below ground in Khan Younis. The forces found a 
tunnel there, where hostages resided in difficult conditions under the ground.” 

⚫ On January 10, the IDF announced that two Al Jazeera journalists killed in a January 7 IDF 
airstrike in southern Gaza were terrorists who were “actively involved in attacks against IDF 
forces.”  

» Hamza Wael Dahdouh and Mustafa Thuria, who were killed in an Israeli airstrike on their 
vehicle near the southern Gazan city of Rafah after they were seen operating a drone, 
were senior members of Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) and Hamas, respectively.  

− The IDF said that Dahdouh was a member of PIJ’s engineering unit and previously 
served as deputy commander of the rocket force in PIJ’s Zeitoun Battalion and 
released a photo showing his name on a PIJ document. 

− The IDF said Thuria was a deputy commander of Hamas’s Gaza City brigade, 
according to intelligence materials found by the IDF in Gaza.  

⚫ On January 10, the Palestinian Red Crescent Society said, “four members of the Palestinian 
Red Crescent ambulance crews were martyred due to the targeting by the occupation 
[Israel] of an ambulance vehicle on Salah al-Din Street, at the entrance of Deir al-Balah.” 
However, as JINSA Policy Analyst Yoni Tobin has noted, Hamas operatives have admitted 
that Hamas uses ambulances to evacuate fighters. 

Lebanon 

⚫ On January 10, the IDF said that it used fighter jets to strike a Hezbollah command center 
and rocket launcher in southern Lebanon. 

⚫ On January 10, IDF Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi said during an assessment with 
commanders in central Gaza, “I see the capabilities here … after what you have done, there 
is no village in Lebanon, there are no fortified areas in Lebanon that you cannot enter and 
dismantle. We will put you in the necessary places, you will do what is necessary there.” 

West Bank 

⚫ On January 11, Israeli forces operating in the northern West Bank village of Jaba’ killed 
Majdi Abd al-Latif Fashafsha, a wanted senior Palestinian Islamic Jihad operative, and 
arrested another wanted Palestinian. 

 

Humanitarian Efforts 

⚫ According to reports from January 10, citing Israel’s Channel 13, a Qatari-backed plan that 
the Israeli security cabinet was reportedly supposed to discuss the evening of January 10, 
would involve Israel allowing Hamas leaders to leave Gaza in exchange for the gradual 
release of all hostages and a full withdrawal of IDF troops from the strip.   

⚫ On January 10, World Health Organization (WHO) Director-General Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus said that the organization canceled a mission to northern Gaza for the sixth 
time because its visitation requests had not been approved and it had not received 
adequate security assurances. 

» During a virtual press conference in Geneva, the Director-General said that “intense 
bombardment, restrictions on movement, fuel shortage and interrupted communications 
make it impossible for WHO and our partners to reach those in need,” and “we call on 
Israel to approve requests by WHO and other partners to deliver humanitarian aid.” 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-spokesman-says-troops-located-tunnel-in-south-gaza-that-was-used-to-hold-hostages/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-intel-shows-two-slain-al-jazeera-journalists-were-members-of-terror-groups/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/palestinian-red-crescent-says-four-of-its-medics-killed-in-idf-airstrike-in-gaza/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/red-cross-violates-mission-of-impartial-humanitarian-assistance/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-strikes-hezbollah-command-center-in-south-lebanon-as-rockets-target-israel/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-chief-tells-soldiers-in-gaza-there-is-no-area-in-lebanon-you-cannot-dismantle/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-troops-killed-wanted-senior-member-of-islamic-jihad-in-west-bank-raid/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/report-qatari-proposal-would-see-exile-of-hamas-leaders-in-exchange-for-release-of-hostages/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/who-says-it-canceled-aid-mission-to-gaza-over-security-concerns-for-6th-time/
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⚫ On January 10, the Coordinator of Government Activities in the Territories (COGAT), the 
Israeli agency responsible for implementing Israeli policy regarding Palestinian civilian 
issues in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, announced that Israel is working to boost the flow 
of aid going into Gaza but that “there is no food shortage in Gaza.” 

» COGAT’s Coordination and Liaison Administration to Gaza head Col. Moshe Tetro said, 
“before the war there was an average of 70 trucks carrying food entering Gaza every 
day. The average last week was 110 trucks.” 

» Tetro also noted that “in terms of food, the reserves in Gaza are sufficient for the near 
term,” but that “if there are any organizations that would like to bring more food, we are 
happy to facilitate it — to the south and to the north.”  

» Tetro added that “the problem lies with the international organizations processing and 
receiving the aid.” 

 

Post-War Gaza Planning 

⚫ On January 11, Israel’s Channel 13 news reported that a senior IDF officer had held talks 
with Egypt focused on increasing humanitarian aid into the Gaza Strip and the future of the 
Philadelphi Route, which runs along the entirety of Egypt’s border with the Gaza Strip.  

 

Casualties and Hostages 

⚫ Over 1,200 people in Israel have been killed and at least 11,000 have been injured in the 
war. 

» 520 Israeli soldiers have been killed. 

− 189 IDF soldiers have been killed during ground combat in Gaza so far. 

» Numerous foreign nationals have been killed in the war, including at least 33 American 
nationals, 34 Thai nationals, 39 French nationals, 19 Russian nationals, 12 British 
nationals, 10 Nepalese nationals, 9 Argentinian nationals, 6 Canadian nationals, 4 
Philippines nationals, 4 Austrian nationals, 4 Romanian nationals, 4 Portuguese 
nationals, 4 Chinese nationals, 3 Brazilian nationals, 3 Belarusian nationals, 3 Italian 
nationals, 3 Peruvian nationals, a Cambodian national, a Chilean national, an Irish 
national, a Spanish national, an Australian national, an Azeri national, a Honduran 
national, a Swiss national, a Tanzanian national, and a Turkish national. 

⚫ According to unverified figures from the Hamas-controlled Gaza Health Ministry, at least 
23,357 people have been killed in Gaza and 59,410 have been injured during the war. 

⚫ On December 4, the Associated Press and AFP reported, citing an IDF official, that roughly 
15,000 Palestinians have died since the war began and that roughly 5,000 of those killed 
were terrorists. 

⚫ On October 25, President Biden cautioned against trusting Gaza Health Ministry casualty 
figures, stating: “I have no notion that the Palestinians are telling the truth about how many 
people are killed ... I have no confidence in the number that the Palestinians are using.” 

⚫ According to the Palestinian Authority-run Palestinian Ministry of Health, 342 people have 
been killed and an additional 4,148 have been wounded in the West Bank. 

⚫ The IDF claims that it has killed at least 1,500 infiltrators from Gaza since the start of the 
war.  

https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/cogat-says-it-is-working-to-boost-aid-into-gaza-claims-there-is-no-food-shortage-in-strip/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-officer-said-to-discuss-future-of-philadelphi-route-during-talks-in-egypt/
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/hostilities-gaza-strip-and-israel-flash-update-88
https://www.jpost.com/israel-hamas-war/article-781298
https://www.idf.il/%D7%A0%D7%95%D7%A4%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9D/%D7%97%D7%9C%D7%9C%D7%99-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%9E%D7%94/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/live-blog/israel-hamas-war-live-updates-rcna133199
https://www.timesofisrael.com/200-foreigners-dual-nationals-cut-down-in-hamas-assault-heres-where-they-were-from/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/12/world/middleeast/israel-death-toll-hamas-attack.html#:~:text=Those%20killed%20in%20Israel%20on,in%20both%20countries%20have%20said.
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/12/world/middleeast/israel-death-toll-hamas-attack.html#:~:text=Those%20killed%20in%20Israel%20on,in%20both%20countries%20have%20said.
https://www.timesofisrael.com/200-foreigners-dual-nationals-cut-down-in-hamas-assault-heres-where-they-were-from/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/200-foreigners-dual-nationals-cut-down-in-hamas-assault-heres-where-they-were-from/
https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/all-nepali-students-in-israel-shifted-to-secured-locations-says-government-2447285-2023-10-11#:~:text=people%20in%20Israel.-,Ten%20Nepalese%20students%20in%20Israel%20were%20killed%20by%20Hamas%20militants,been%20shifted%20to%20secured%20location%E2%80%9D.
https://www.timesofisrael.com/200-foreigners-dual-nationals-cut-down-in-hamas-assault-heres-where-they-were-from/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/200-foreigners-dual-nationals-cut-down-in-hamas-assault-heres-where-they-were-from/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/200-foreigners-dual-nationals-cut-down-in-hamas-assault-heres-where-they-were-from/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/200-foreigners-dual-nationals-cut-down-in-hamas-assault-heres-where-they-were-from/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/200-foreigners-dual-nationals-cut-down-in-hamas-assault-heres-where-they-were-from/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/italy-confirms-1-citizen-killed-in-hamas-onslaught-2-thought-kidnapped/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/200-foreigners-dual-nationals-cut-down-in-hamas-assault-heres-where-they-were-from/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/foreigners-from-across-the-globe-killed-missing-or-abducted-in-hamas-massacre/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/200-foreigners-dual-nationals-cut-down-in-hamas-assault-heres-where-they-were-from/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/200-foreigners-dual-nationals-cut-down-in-hamas-assault-heres-where-they-were-from/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/200-foreigners-dual-nationals-cut-down-in-hamas-assault-heres-where-they-were-from/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/200-foreigners-dual-nationals-cut-down-in-hamas-assault-heres-where-they-were-from/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/tanzanian-joshua-mollel-missing-since-oct-7-confirmed-dead-body-held-in-gaza/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/hostilities-gaza-strip-and-israel-flash-update-89
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/hostilities-gaza-strip-and-israel-flash-update-89
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-officials-15000-likely-killed-in-gaza-since-start-of-war-5000-of-them-are-hamas/
https://www.newsweek.com/joe-biden-dismissing-gaza-death-toll-sparks-fury-1838089
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/palestinian-death-toll-from-israeli-attacks-in-occupied-west-bank-since-oct-7-rises-to-342/3105605
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/hostilities-gaza-strip-and-israel-flash-update-89
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-says-gaza-border-finally-sealed-bodies-of-1500-terrorists-found-inside-israel/
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⚫ So far, 105 hostages in Gaza have been released, one has been rescued by the IDF, and 
seven have been found dead, one was mistakenly killed by the IDF, and one was killed 
during an IDF attempt to rescue him. 

» 81 Israeli hostages have been released. 

» 46 hostages with foreign nationalities—some also holding Israeli citizenship—have been 
released. 

− Thus far, 23 Thai nationals, 6 Argentinian nationals, 5 German nationals, 3 French 
nationals, 4 Russian nationals, 1 Dutch national, 1 Filipino national, 1 Mexican 
national, 1 Uruguayan national, and 1 American national have been released. 

− Hamas has released 36 children and still holds two as hostages. 

⚫ Terrorists in Gaza currently hold 136 hostages, according to Israeli government 
spokesperson Eylon Levy, a figure that includes the dead bodies of 25 hostages and four 
abducted prior to October 7. 

» Many of the hostages are foreign or dual nationals, including up to 8 American nationals, 
6 German nationals, 13 Thai nationals, 4 Portuguese nationals, 3 British nationals, 2 
Italian nationals, 4 Romanian nationals, and 2 Mexican nationals. 

» According to IDF spokesperson Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari, the 136 hostages includes 
two Israeli civilians and the bodies of two IDF soldiers held in Gaza since 2014 and 
2015. 

⚫ On January 10, Hamas political bureau member Osama Hamdan said in a press conference 
that Hamas will not return any hostages “alive” unless Israel agrees to Hamas’s conditions. 

 

Iranian Involvement and Response 

⚫ U.S. intelligence officials have assessed that there is an increased risk of Hezbollah 
targeting Americans in the Middle East or potentially even in the United States, according to 
a January 11 report in Politico citing four U.S. intelligence sources.  

⚫ On January 11, Iran confirmed that it seized the St Nikolasa, a Marshall Islands-flagged 
tanker with Iraqi crude bound for Turkey. Armed intruders boarded the vessel offshore of the 
Omani city of Soha. 

» The United States had seized the same vessel in September 2023 when it sailed under 
the name Suez Rajan in a sanctions enforcement operation for carrying illicit Iranian oil. 
Following the U.S. seizure of the vessel, Iran had warned that the U.S. action “will not go 
unanswered.” 

⚫ According to Iraqi Kurdistan’s counterterrorism service, on January 10, defense systems 
intercepted an armed drone above northern Iraq’s Erbil airport. U.S. and other forces are 
stationed at the airport. The Iran-backed militia consortium Islamic Resistance in Iraq 
claimed responsibility. 

⚫ On January 10, Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei posted on X in Hebrew that 
“the crimes of the Zionist entity will not be forgotten. Even after the disappearance of this 
entity from the face of the earth, these crimes and the murder of thousands of children and 
women will be recorded in the books.” 

 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-terror-groups-renew-combat-in-gaza-hamas-violated-the-ceasefire/
https://www.cnn.com/2023/10/31/middleeast/idf-ori-megidish-rescue-hamas-hostage-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-says-hostages-body-recovered-near-gazas-shifa-hospital-after-hamas-killed-her/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/three-soldiers-abducted-by-hamas-declared-dead-by-army/
https://www.nydailynews.com/2023/10/19/carmela-dan-noya-hamas-hostages-american-dead/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/dec/15/israeli-military-says-its-troops-shot-and-killed-three-hostages-by-mistake
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-admits-hostage-sahar-baruch-killed-during-failed-rescue-attempt-last-month/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/group-17-thai-hostages-released-by-hamas-arrives-thailand-2023-11-30/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/11-released-israelis-include-french-german-and-argentinian-dual-nationals-qatar/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/11-released-israelis-include-french-german-and-argentinian-dual-nationals-qatar/
https://twitter.com/JacobMagid/status/1729972484991053904?s=20
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/11-released-israelis-include-french-german-and-argentinian-dual-nationals-qatar/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/30/world/middleeast/israel-hostages-released-thursday.html
https://twitter.com/JacobMagid/status/1729972484991053904?s=20
https://twitter.com/JacobMagid/status/1729972484991053904?s=20
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/11/24/thailand-hostages-gaza-israel/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/30/world/middleeast/israel-hostages-released-thursday.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/30/world/middleeast/israel-hostages-released-thursday.html
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/israel-hamas-war-cease-fire-more-hostages-released-two-day-extension/
https://jinsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Israels-Operation-Swords-of-Iron-Update-11-30-23-2.pdf
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/israel-hamas-war-hostages-released-gaza-strip-cease-fire-deal-seventh-day/
https://twitter.com/EylonALevy/status/1742990792715645146?s=20
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/11/30/hamas-hostages-list-names-tracker-israel-gaza/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/11-released-israelis-include-french-german-and-argentinian-dual-nationals-qatar/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/pmo-two-thais-released-alongside-10-israeli-women/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.cnn.com/middleeast/live-news/israel-hamas-war-gaza-news-11-07-23/h_a98fda14fbe04986843798d15e59852a
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/italy-confirms-1-citizen-killed-in-hamas-onslaught-2-thought-kidnapped/
https://www.romania-insider.com/romanian-israeli-hostages-freed-hamas-nov-2023
https://news.yahoo.com/foreigners-killed-missing-abducted-hamas-011457995.html
https://twitter.com/manniefabian/status/1742974647996445171
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/hamas-official-hostages-will-not-return-alive-unless-israel-meets-groups-demands/
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/01/10/american-intel-officials-hezbollah-u-s-attack-risk-00134874
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/iran-confirms-its-navy-seized-tanker-in-gulf-of-oman/
https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/uk-shipping-authority-receives-report-vessel-boarded-by-armed-persons-off-oman-2024-01-11/
https://www.reuters.com/world/tanker-involved-us-seizure-iran-oil-cargo-changes-name-2023-09-20/
https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/uk-shipping-authority-receives-report-vessel-boarded-by-armed-persons-off-oman-2024-01-11/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/armed-drone-shot-down-over-us-military-base-in-northern-iraq/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/in-hebrew-tweet-khamenei-says-crimes-of-zionist-entity-will-be-remembered-after-it-is-wiped-from-earth/
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U.S. and International Response 

⚫ On January 10, while visiting Bahrain to meet with Bahrain’s King Hamad and other Bahraini 
officials, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken called for Houthi attacks to stop, stating that 
the United States has “repeatedly tried to make clear to Iran, as other countries have, as 
well, that the support that they’re providing to the Houthis, including for these actions, needs 
to stop.” 

⚫ On January 11, U.S. special envoy Amos Hochstein traveled to Beirut to meet with 
Lebanese officials “in an effort to advance discussions to restore calm” along the Lebanese-
Israeli border, according to a White House National Security Council spokesperson.  

» The spokesperson stated, “the United States has made clear it does not support the 
ongoing conflict spreading into Lebanon and continues to exhaust all diplomatic options 
to see Israeli and Lebanese civilians return to their homes and live in security and 
stability.” 

⚫ On January 11, South Africa presented its case at the International Court of Justice accusing 
Israel of committing genocide during its operations in Gaza. 

» South African Justice Minister Ronald Lamola alleged that “the violence and the 
destruction in Palestine did not begin on October 7, they have experienced violence for 
the last 76 years … In the Gaza Strip since 2004 Israel exercises control over land 
crossings, civilian infrastructure. Entry and exit to Gaza is strictly prohibited, with Israel 
operating the only entry points … Gaza is still considered to be under occupation by 
international law.” 

» Adila Hassim, an attorney presenting the case for South Africa, claimed, “South Africa 
contends that Israel has transgressed Article II of the convention, by actions which show 
a systematic pattern of conduct from which genocide can be inferred … Palestinians in 
Gaza are being killed by Israeli weaponry and bombs from air, land and sea. They are 
also at immediate risk of death from starvation and disease, due to the destruction of 
Palestinians towns, the limited aid being allowed in, and the impossibility of distributing 
aid as the bombs fall. This makes life impossible.” 

− She argued, “it is not necessary for the court to come to a final view whether Israel’s 
conduct constitutes genocide but only whether some of the acts might possibly be 
considered within the convention’s provisions … It is clear that at least some, if not 
all, of these acts do fall within the convention provisions … Israel has also 
deliberately imposed considerations on Gaza calculated to bring about the physical 
destruction of the people.” 

» Tembeka Ngcukaitobi, a lawyer for South Africa, claimed that the “destruction of 
Palestinian life in all its manifestations” is a result of “genocidal rhetoric” by senior Israeli 
officials, including: 

− Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu repeatedly referencing the biblical imperative for 
the Jewish people to “remember what Amalek did to you,” and Ngcukaitobi observed 
that King Saul was commanded to kill every Amalekite man, woman, and child; 

− Defense Minister Yoav Gallant describing Palestinians as “human animals,” though in 
fact, Gallant only said that Israel was “fighting against human animals,” referring to 
Hamas; 

− National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir saying that those who supported Hamas’s 
10/7 attack should be targeted by IDF operations in Gaza; 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/in-bahrain-blinken-says-iranian-support-for-houthis-needs-to-stop/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/biden-envoy-to-hold-talks-in-beirut-as-part-of-bid-to-restore-calm-along-israel-lebanon-border/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/south-africa-wraps-genocide-claims-without-mention-of-hamas-entrenchment-in-gazan-civilian-life/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/hearing-begins-at-the-hague-in-case-accusing-israel-of-gaza-genocide/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/south-africa-justice-minister-at-international-court-israel-has-crossed-the-line/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/at-international-court-south-africa-lawyer-claims-some-of-israels-acts-in-gaza-fit-genocide-charges/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/lawyer-in-gaza-case-at-hague-presents-genocidal-rhetoric-of-netanyahu-gallant-ben-gvir/
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/israel-palestine-war-fighting-human-animals-defence-minister
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− President Isaac Herzog’s statement that “it’s an entire nation out there that is 
responsible” and his signing of an artillery shell that would be used by the IDF in 
Gaza; and 

− Allegedly inflammatory comments by Israeli musicians, journalists, and others about 
“erasing” Gaza. 

− Ngcukaitobi further argued that “any suggestion that Israeli officials did not mean 
what they said, or were misunderstood by soldiers on the ground, should be rejected 
by this court.”  

» Blinne Ni Gharalaigh, another lawyer for South Africa, claimed that “huge swaths of 
Gaza are being wiped from the map. Experts warn that deaths from deprivation and 
disease risk outstripping deaths from war.”  

» Prof. Vaughan Lowe of Oxford University argued that Article 51 of the UN charter, which 
permits a country to defend itself from attack, does not apply to Israel’s war in Gaza 
because Israel remains “in occupation of Gaza” due to its control of its access points. 

− Lowe further contended that “Israel says it aims to destroy Hamas. But months of 
bombing, flattening entire residential blocks, cutting off food and water to an entire 
population cannot credibly be argued to be a manhunt for Hamas.” 

» On January 11, Israel’s Haaretz reported, citing sources in the Israeli Justice Ministry, 
that Israel believes the International Court of Justice could issue injunctions against 
Israel, but that the court will not issue a formal order to stop the fighting in Gaza. 

− The sources said that the injunctions could include demanding Israel increase 
humanitarian aid flows into Gaza, forming an investigative panel to scrutinize Israeli 
conduct, or issuing an order for Israel to permit Palestinians to return to their homes 
in northern Gaza. 

⚫ On January 11, U.S. State Department spokesman Matt Miller reiterated that the United 
States is opposed to the International Court of Justice hearing proceedings against Israel for 
alleged violations of the 1949 Genocide Convention.  

» Miller said in a statement that “allegations that Israel is committing genocide are 
unfounded. In fact, it is those who are violently attacking Israel who continue to openly 
call for the annihilation of Israel and the mass murder of Jews,” adding, “genocide is one 
of the most heinous acts any entity or individual can commit, and such allegations 
should only be made with the greatest of care.” 

» Miller added, “Israel has the right to defend itself against Hamas’ terrorist acts — acts 
that Hamas has vowed to repeat again and again until Israel is completely destroyed. 
Israel is operating in an exceptionally challenging environment in Gaza, an urban 
battlespace where Hamas intentionally embeds itself with and hides behind civilians.” 

⚫ Western intelligence officials suspect that Qatar knew more about Hamas’s attack on 10/7 
than they have indicated, according to a report in Politico on January 11. One anonymous 
European official told Politico that they are “still looking into it” and that there is “smoke” but 
no smoking gun. 

⚫ On January 10, Jordan hosted a summit in the southern city of Aqaba with Egyptian 
President Abdel Fatah el-Sissi and Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas.  

» According to a joint Egyptian-Jordanian press release, el-Sissi and Jordan’s King 
Abdullah reiterated their calls for the Gaza Strip and the West Bank to be unified under a 
Palestinian government, and called for a “decisive stance” by the international 
community to pressure Israel into a ceasefire to end its “aggression” in Gaza.  

https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/south-africa-presentation-on-genocidal-intent-highlights-problem-for-israel-in-hague-case/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/south-africa-presentation-on-genocidal-intent-highlights-problem-for-israel-in-hague-case/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/lawyer-says-the-hague-should-order-measures-against-israel-due-to-urgency-of-risk-to-gazans-lives/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/lawyer-for-south-africa-israels-war-in-gaza-not-self-defense-as-it-is-in-occupation-of-strip/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/justice-ministry-said-to-believe-icj-will-stop-short-of-demanding-israel-halt-gaza-war/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/ahead-of-icj-hearing-us-slams-unfounded-genocide-claims-against-israel/
https://www.politico.eu/article/west-search-truth-qatar-israel-hamas-war/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/at-jordan-egypt-pa-summit-in-aqaba-sissi-calls-for-decisive-stance-to-push-for-gaza-truce/
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» The press release also stated that the officials reject “any attempt to reoccupy parts of 
Gaza” and any displacement of Palestinians. 

⚫ On January 10, German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock traveled to Beirut, Lebanon, to 
discuss the war with Lebanese officials, including Lebanese Prime Minister Najib Mikati. 
During the visit, Baerbock pledged approximately $16 million in security assistance to 
bolster the Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF). 

» Baerbock also said the LAF must be able to exercise “effective control” over southern 
Lebanon and “contain armed militias and terrorist organizations,” a reference to 
Hezbollah. 

» Furthermore, Baerbock argued that an escalation between Israel and Hezbollah would 
be a “catastrophe” for both Israel and Lebanon and called for Hezbollah to withdraw 
approximately 15 miles north to the Litani River as required by United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 1701. 

⚫ On January 10, Iraqi Prime Minister Mohammed Shia al-Sudani said that Iraq seeks the exit 
of U.S.-led forces from the country but does not have a deadline. He told Reuters, “there is a 
need to reorganize this relationship so that it is not a target or justification for any party, 
internal or foreign, to tamper with stability in Iraq and the region.” 

» He added, “let’s agree on a time frame (for the U.S.-led coalition’s exit) that is, honestly, 
quick, so that they don’t remain long and the attacks keep happening,” and “this (end of 
the Gaza war) is the only solution. Otherwise, we will see more expansion of the arena 
of conflict in a sensitive region for the world that holds much of its energy supply.” 

» However, a January 9 report in Politico said that, according to a January 6 State 
Department cable that the outlet viewed, al-Sudani’s senior advisers told U.S. officials 
that his words were “an attempt to satisfy domestic political audiences” and that al-
Sudani “remained committed” to continued coalition presence in Iraq. 

 

Rising Antisemitism, Islamophobia, Protests, and Attacks 

⚫ On January 11, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) began proceedings on charges filed 
by South Africa against Israel, calling for the court to charge Israel with genocide. 

» Several hundred people held a rally in solidarity with Israel outside The Hague in the 
Netherlands, where the ICJ is located.  

» Dozens of anti-Israel protesters also gathered outside The Hague to hold their own rally.  

⚫ On January 10, U.S. Education Secretary Miguel Cardona held a roundtable with Jewish 
and Muslim students at Dartmouth College to discuss antisemitism and Islamophobia on 
college campuses.  

⚫ On January 9, the U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights opened an 
investigation into Brown University over the school’s alleged discrimination against Jewish 
students. 

 

Recent and Relevant JINSA Products About Israel at War 
⚫ Webinar: Deterring Iranian-linked Aggression, with Gen Kenneth F. McKenzie Jr., USMC 

(ret.) and Dr. Michael Makovsky, January 10, 2024 

⚫ Jonathan Ruhe and Yoni Tobin, Iran Accelerates into the Nuclear Gray Zone, January 10, 
2024 

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/arab-neighbours-palestinians-abbas-seek-rally-efforts-gaza-truce-2024-01-10/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/visiting-beirut-german-fm-pledges-aid-to-boost-lebanese-armed-forces/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/iraq-seeks-quick-exit-us-forces-no-deadline-set-pm-says-2024-01-10/
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/01/09/iraq-us-troops-removal-00134564
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/several-hundred-join-pro-israel-solidarity-march-to-the-hague-ahead-of-genocide-hearing/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/pro-palestinian-protesters-gather-outside-hague-ahead-of-israel-hearing/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/bidens-education-chief-to-discuss-antisemitism-islamophobia-with-dartmouth-students/
https://www.foxnews.com/media/brown-university-investigation-dept-education-alleged-discrimination-jewish-students
https://jinsa.org/watch-webinar-deterring-iranian-linked-aggression/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/iran-accelerates-into-the-nuclear-gray-zone/
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⚫ Webinar: Hamas, Iran, and the Future of Jihadism Post-10/7, with Dr. Jacob Olidort, Dr. 
Aaron Zelin, and Dr. Cole Bunzel, January 8, 2024 

⚫ Morgan Lorraine Viña and Yoni Tobin, Actions by the United Nations Undermine Israel’s 
Right to Self-Defense, January 5, 2024 

⚫ VADM Mark Fox, USN (ret.) and Jacob Olidort, “Bahrain: Bold Partner for Middle East 
Peace,” RealClearDefense, January 5, 2024 

⚫ Gen Kenneth F. McKenzie Jr., USMC (ret.), “Lesson of the Strike That Killed Soleimani,” 
The Wall Street Journal, January 4, 2024 

⚫ Sander Gerber and Robert Wexler, “To solve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict: First confront 
Iran,” The Hill, January 4, 2024 
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https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/actions-by-the-united-nations-undermine-israels-right-to-self-defense/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/actions-by-the-united-nations-undermine-israels-right-to-self-defense/
https://www.realcleardefense.com/articles/2024/01/05/bahrain_bold_partner_for_middle_east_peace_1002945.html
https://www.realcleardefense.com/articles/2024/01/05/bahrain_bold_partner_for_middle_east_peace_1002945.html
https://jinsa.org/lesson-soleimani-strike-wsj-jan4/
https://jinsa.org/first-confront-iran-israel-palestinian-conflict/
https://jinsa.org/first-confront-iran-israel-palestinian-conflict/

