
 
 Israel’s Operation Swords of Iron Update March 25, 2024 JINSA

 
1 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
Israel’s Operation  
Swords of Iron Update 
March 25, 2024 
 
 
 

 
Ari Cicurel 

Assistant Director of Foreign Policy 
 

Yoni Tobin 
Policy Analyst 

 
Zachary Schildcrout 

Policy Analyst 
 

Anna Schaftel 
Senior Programs and Outreach Associate 

 
JINSA’s Israel at War webpage is a dedicated resource for analysis, commentary, webinars, 
and media coverage about the 10/7 attacks and the ensuing Israel-Hamas conflict. JINSA will 
release the Swords of Iron Update on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. An update with the 
latest information and analysis about the war is below. 

 

Analysis 
l The United Nations Security Council passed a resolution demanding an immediate ceasefire 

during Ramadan and the release of all hostages. The United States did not veto the 
resolution, according to reporting from Axios’s Barak Ravid, because it links the two issues; 
however, Israel’s Prime Minister Netanyahu canceled a planned Israeli delegation to 
Washington after warning that he would do so if the United States allowed a resolution to 
pass that failed to condition a ceasefire on the release of the hostages. The resolution’s 
passage and the cancellation of the Israeli delegation to Washington underscores the 
widening rift between U.S. and Israeli leaders. 
» Yet, Israel’s Defense Minister Yoav Gallant is already in Washington, where he is 

scheduled to meet with Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken, National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan, CIA chief William Burns, and other 
senior Biden administration officials. Those meetings could enable U.S. and Israeli 
officials to discuss their disagreements over the UNSC resolution. 

l Israel significantly degraded the capacity of Palestinian terrorists in Gaza through its 
operation at the Shifa Hospital in Gaza City, neutralizing at least 170 fighters and capturing 
at least 500 Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) members. The operation also 
underscores that Hamas and PIJ will seek to retake areas in Gaza that Israel had previously 
cleared and the necessity of Israel operating within terrorist strongholds throughout Gaza 
repeatedly to prevent another buildup of terrorist infrastructure. 
» A report from Lebanon’s Al Akhbar citing a Hamas official as saying that the operation 

forced Hamas to “reshape its ranks” and that nobody should underestimate “the 
importance of the figures who were arrested or executed,” further underscores the 
significance of the Shifa operation. 

 

https://jinsa.org/israel-at-war/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/un-security-council-demands-immediate-ceasefire-gaza-2024-03-25/
https://www.axios.com/2024/03/25/gaza-ceasefire-resolution-un-security-council-veto
https://twitter.com/LahavHarkov/status/1772279026561798243
https://www.ynetnews.com/article/bji6rgaat
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/hamas-official-importance-of-terror-commanders-detained-at-shifa-hospital-should-not-be-underestimated/
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Last 72 Hours 
Attacks Against Israel 
l At least 15,000 rockets, mortars, drones, and other projectiles have been fired at Israel from 

all fronts combined during the war, according to JINSA data. 
Gaza 
l Sirens sounded in Nir Oz and Ashdod. 
l On March 25, Hamas claimed responsibility for a barrage of eight rockets fired at Ashdod. 

Two of the rockets were intercepted, while the rest apparently struck open areas, according 
to the IDF. The rocket attack was the first to target Ashdod in more than two months. No 
injuries or damage were immediately reported. 

Lebanon 
l Sirens sounded in Netua, Shamir, Sdeh Nechemia, Amir, Neot Mordechai, Lehavot 

HaBashan, Kfar Szold, Kfar Blum, Gonen, Snir, Shear Yeshuv, Dan, Ghajar, HaGoshrim, 
Dafna, Kiryat Shmona, Tel Hai, Misgav Am, Margaliot, Ma’ayan Baruch, Manara, Metula, 
Kfar Yuval, Kfar Giladi, and Beit Hillel. 

l On March 25, Hezbollah launched approximately 15 rockets from southern Lebanon toward 
IDF positions near the northern town of Menara. All the rockets landed in open areas, 
causing no injuries.  

l On March 24, terrorists in Lebanon launched several anti-tank missiles toward the Galilee 
Panhandle in northern Israel, causing no injuries. 

l The morning of March 24, Hezbollah took credit for a barrage of 60 Katyusha rockets fired 
earlier that night into northern Israel, claiming it targeted an IDF base in Yoav and barracks 
in Kaila after Israel’s “bombing of a place in the [northern Lebanese] city of Baalbek.” 

l On March 23, Hezbollah claimed to have targeted an Iron Dome battery near Kfar Blum with 
two one-way attack drones. Local authorities said the impacts caused a fire where the 
drones impacted in two locations near the community, but the IDF said no damage or 
injuries were caused in the attack. 
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https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/rocket-alerts-sound-in-kibbutz-nir-oz-after-nearly-a-week-of-no-sirens-in-gaza-periphery/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/rockets-fired-at-ashdod-for-first-time-in-over-two-months/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-8-rockets-fired-from-gaza-strip-toward-ashdod-hamas-claims-responsibility/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/rockets-fired-at-ashdod-for-first-time-in-over-two-months/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/drone-warning-sirens-sound-in-northern-border-communities/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/rocket-sirens-sound-in-northern-town-of-netua-near-lebanon-border/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/drone-warning-sirens-sounding-again-in-northern-cities-and-towns/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-some-15-rockets-fired-overnight-from-lebanon-toward-military-positions/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/several-anti-tank-missiles-fired-from-lebanon-at-north-none-hurt-local-authorities/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/hezbollah-says-it-launched-60-rockets-at-northern-israel-in-response-to-idf-strike-in-northern-lebanon/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/hezbollah-claims-to-have-targeted-iron-dome-battery-near-kfar-blum-with-armed-uavs/
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IDF Operations 
Gaza 
l On March 25, a Hamas official told Lebanon’s Al Akhbar outlet that Hamas was significantly 

impacted by Israel’s operations at Shifa Hospital and had to “reshape its ranks” due to the 
operation. 
» The official stated, “nobody should underestimate the size of the infiltration carried out by 

the enemy army at Al-Shifa Hospital, nor underestimate the importance of the figures 
who were arrested or executed.” 

» The official added that Hamas “dealt with the current situation and was able to reshape 
its ranks, given the possibility that the enemy would obtain new information as a result of 
the investigation of the detainees.” 

l On March 24, the IDF said that 480 of the approximately 800 suspects detained at Shifa 
Hospital were Hamas or Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) members. On March 25, the IDF 
announced that the figure had risen to 500. 
» On March 25, IDF Spokesman Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari noted in a video statement that 

“170 terrorists were neutralized in or around the Shifa Hospital compound while firing at 
our forces. The IDF apprehended hundreds of terror suspects with confirmed ties to 
Hamas or [Palestinian] Islamic Jihad, making this one of the most successful operations 
since the start of the war.” He added, “a large number of these terrorists were involved in 
planning and executing the brutal massacre of October 7.” 
- Hagari further stated that “Hamas is firing from inside the Shifa Emergency Room 

and Maternity Ward and throwing explosive devices from the Shifa Burn Ward. 
Terrorists hiding around the hospital fired mortars at our forces, causing extensive 
damage to the hospital buildings.” 

l Major General Yaron Finkelman, head of the IDF Southern Command, said to troops at 
Shifa Hospital on March 23 that the raid in the facility will conclude “only when the last of the 
terrorists are in our hands, dead or alive” and that “the action here at Shifa is significant. A 
bold, cunning, most impressive operation so far.” 

l On March 25, the IDF said that Israeli forces killed numerous terrorists in central Gaza and 
that during the past day, Israel’s Air Force struck approximately 50 targets throughout Gaza, 
in addition to further strikes with attack helicopters and drones that eliminated about 10 
gunmen. 

l On March 24, the IDF detailed its ongoing operations in northern, central, and southern 
Gaza, involving airstrikes to support ground troops, sniper fire to neutralize Hamas gunmen, 
and raids to dismantle a drone manufacturing facility.  

l The IDF and Shin Bet internal security agency announced on March 24 that the IDF began a 
new operation the prior night to continue “dismantling the terror infrastructure and 
eliminating terrorists” in Khan Younis’s Al-Amal neighborhood. The 98th Division is leading 
the operation. 
» On March 25, the IDF said that it killed approximately 20 gunmen in the neighborhood 

and that it and the Shin Bet interrogated dozens of suspects amid facilitating the 
evacuation of hundreds of civilians from the combat area. 

l Citing Israel’s Channel 12, The Times of Israel reported on March 24 that due to the 
overflow of Israel’s prisons, at least 100 suspects detained in Gaza are being held at 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/hamas-official-importance-of-terror-commanders-detained-at-shifa-hospital-should-not-be-underestimated/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-more-than-half-of-the-800-suspects-detained-at-shifa-hospital-are-hamas-islamic-jihad-members/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-500-hamas-islamic-jihad-members-captured-at-gazas-shifa-hospital/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/hagari-hamas-is-destroying-shifa-hospital-terrorists-hiding-behind-the-sick-and-injured/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/shifa-hospital-operation-to-end-when-all-terrorists-caught-dead-or-alive-says-chief-of-idf-southern-command/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-500-hamas-islamic-jihad-members-captured-at-gazas-shifa-hospital/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-more-than-half-of-the-800-suspects-detained-at-shifa-hospital-are-hamas-islamic-jihad-members/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-shin-bet-say-military-launched-new-offensive-in-khan-youniss-al-amal-neighborhood/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-500-hamas-islamic-jihad-members-captured-at-gazas-shifa-hospital/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/report-at-least-100-gaza-terror-suspects-yet-to-be-processed-due-to-overflowing-prisons/
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interrogation facilities. Channel 12 noted that although the Israel Prison Service can handle 
14,500 prisoners, the current demand is just under 22,000.  

l On March 24, the IDF provided an update on its ongoing operation in al-Qarara, in the 
southern Gaza Strip, saying IDF troops had located and destroyed Hamas weapons caches, 
killed numerous Hamas gunmen, and “neutralized the threat adjacent to the [border] fence.” 
The IDF said that a Hamas weapons depot with a tunnel shaft beneath it was targeted in a 
helicopter strike.  

l In a March 22 video statement, Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said that he told 
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken during their meeting “that I deeply appreciate the fact 
that for more than five months, we have stood together in the war against Hamas,” and “I 
told him that we recognize the need to evacuate the civilian population for the war zone and 
of course to take care of humanitarian needs, and we are working on that.” 
» Netanyahu added, “but I also told him that we don’t have a way to defeat Hamas without 

going into Rafah and eliminating the remaining battalions there. And I told him that I 
hope that we will do it with America’s support, but if we need, we will do it alone.” 

l Citing Israel’s Channel 12, The Times of Israel reported on March 22 that because of 
personnel shortages amid conflicts in Gaza and with terrorists in Lebanon, thousands of IDF 
soldiers have been instructed to serve four months longer than originally planned. 

l The Times of Israel reported on March 22 that “the IDF [said it] is probing leaked drone 
footage aired by Al Jazeera this week showing recent Israeli strikes on a group of seemingly 
unarmed Palestinian men in the Khan Younis area.” 
» The IDF Spokesperson’s Unit told the outlet that the video emerged from an “active 

combat zone in Khan Younis, which had been significantly evacuated of the civilian 
population, and in which the troops experienced many encounters with terrorists who 
fought and moved [around] in civilian clothing, and disguised weapons in buildings and 
property that are believed to be civilian.” 

» The IDF also said that the video was shared with the military’s General Staff Fact-
Finding Assessment Mechanism for review. 

Lebanon 
l On March 25, the IDF conducted an airstrike against a Hezbollah facility in the southern 

Lebanese town of Mays al-Jabal, killing a number of Hezbollah operatives. 
l AFP reported on March 24, citing local officials, that the IDF conducted an airstrike against a 

Hezbollah facility in the central Lebanese city of Baalbek. Five missiles were reportedly used 
in the strike, which wounded three people, according to reports. 

l On March 24, the IDF said that fighter jets struck a building used by Hezbollah in Ayta ash-
Shab and infrastructure in Odaisseh and that it shelled the source of missile fire that had 
targeted the Shtula and Ramim Ridge area.  

l On March 24, the IDF said it conducted airstrikes against a Hezbollah observation post in 
Mays al-Jabal and a Hezbollah facility in Blida.  

l On March 24, AFP reported that the IDF conducted an airstrike against a vehicle in the town 
of Sariwi, Lebanon, near the Lebanese-Syrian border. According to the report, a Syrian 
national was killed in the strike.  

l On March 23, the IDF said it struck buildings used by Hezbollah in Kafr Kila, Maqoura, Ayta 
ash-Shab, and an observation post in Khiam.  

https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-troops-in-south-gazas-al-qarara-destroyed-weapons-caches-killed-numerous-gunmen/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/pm-says-he-told-blinken-israel-must-go-into-rafah-and-will-do-it-without-us-support-if-necessary/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/thousands-of-regular-service-soldiers-get-orders-for-4-more-months-amid-idf-manpower-shortage-report/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-probes-leaked-drone-footage-showing-strike-on-apparently-unarmed-men-near-khan-younis/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-some-15-rockets-fired-overnight-from-lebanon-toward-military-positions/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/three-said-wounded-after-one-of-idf-airstrikes-in-north-lebanon-hits-two-story-building/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-fighter-jets-struck-hezbollah-sites-in-southern-lebanon/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-targets-hezbollah-observation-post-building-in-southern-lebanon-strikes/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/man-killed-in-alleged-idf-airstrike-near-syrian-border-lebanese-security-source/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-strikes-buildings-used-by-hezbollah-in-south-lebanon/
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l On March 22, the IDF said that it launched strikes against a Hezbollah facility in the 
southern Lebanese town of Ayta ash-Shab, shelled the site of a projectile attack against the 
northern Israeli town of Metula that day, and intercepted a “suspicious aerial target” that 
crossed into Israel from Lebanon. 

l The IDF said on March 22 that it targeted Hezbollah buildings in Khiam, Ayta ash-Shab, and 
Taybeh in southern Lebanon.  

l On March 22, Lebanon’s Foreign Ministry said it planned to file an urgent complaint with the 
United Nations Security Council over what it called Israel’s violation of its sovereignty by 
disrupting its navigation systems. The IDF has reportedly been blocking some GPS systems 
amid the ongoing war in Gaza and its clashes with Lebanon’s Hezbollah, although Lebanon 
did not provide specific details regarding how Israel has disrupted its navigation systems.  

West Bank 
l On March 25, according to local Palestinian media sources, the IDF conducted overnight 

raids throughout the West Bank. According to reports, firefights broke out near Jenin, 
causing no injuries.  

 
Humanitarian Efforts 
l On March 24, United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) head Philippe Lazzarini 

announced that Israel has notified the UN that it will “no longer approve UNRWA food 
convoys to the north [of Gaza.]”  

l On March 24, The Times of Israel reported, citing an Israeli official, that Prime Minister 
Netanyahu will likely soon appoint a senior Israeli official to oversee Gaza aid issues. 

l United States Central Command (CENTCOM) announced on March 24 that, in a joint 
operation with Jordan, it airdropped “13,080 meal equivalents, including rice, flour, milk, 
pasta and canned foods,” into northern Gaza. The airdrop involved U.S. Air Force C-130 
aircraft and Jordanian-provided food. 

l On March 23, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres traveled to the Rafah crossing on the 
Egyptian-Gaza border and told reporters that aid delays are “more than tragic” and a “moral 
outrage.” Guterres called for “an ironclad commitment by Israel for total, unfettered access 
for humanitarian goods throughout Gaza.” 
» During Guterres’s visit, Mohamed Shousha, Egypt’s Sinai regional governor, told him 

that roughly 7,000 trucks were waiting in North Sinai to deliver aid into Gaza but that 
Israel’s inspection procedures had slowed relief efforts. 

l Secretary Blinken said to journalists at Ben Gurion Airport before departing Israel on March 
22 that “one hundred percent of the population of Gaza is acutely food insecure. One 
hundred percent is in need of humanitarian assistance.” He added, “there have been some 
positive steps taken in recent days to improve the situation, but it’s not enough. We talked 
about what needs to happen to get much more assistance to many more people more 
effectively.” 

l Reuters reported on March 22 that according to the State Department, “in a meeting with 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, [Secretary Blinken] emphasized the need to protect 
civilians in Gaza and sustain humanitarian aid through both land and sea routes.” 

 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-it-struck-hezbollah-target-in-south-lebanon-shelled-launch-sites-of-rocket-fire/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-it-struck-a-number-of-hezbollah-targets-in-south-lebanon/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/lebanon-to-file-complaint-with-un-over-israels-disruption-of-its-navigation-systems/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/palestinians-report-arrest-raids-clashes-throughout-west-bank/
https://twitter.com/UNLazzarini/status/1771917857598693549?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1771917857598693549%7Ctwgr%5E4b0982aae1886fc2ee5a12f09d79dcfa8ae442b3%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesofisrael.com%2Fliveblog_entry%2Funrwa-chief-says-israel-refusing-to-approve-food-convoys-to-northern-gaza%2F
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/official-netanyahu-likely-to-appoint-gaza-aid-czar-amid-frustration-with-israeli-effort/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/03/1147901?_gl=1*1o4gkah*_ga*MTQ2MzEwNzI0Mi4xNjk4MDc2NDE4*_ga_TK9BQL5X7Z*MTcxMTM2ODkwMC41NS4wLjE3MTEzNjg5MDAuMC4wLjA.
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/un-chief-visit-gaza-border-new-plea-truce-2024-03-23/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/blinken-rafah-offensive-risks-further-isolating-israel-jeopardizing-its-long-term-security/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/us-blinken-emphasized-to-netanyahu-the-need-to-protect-gazan-civilians-increase-aid/
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Ceasefire and Hostage Negotiations 
l A report by Israel’s Channel 12 on March 24 indicated that Israel sent a detailed document 

to Hamas with its positions for all three phases of a deal that would include the release of all 
hostages in exchange for a larger number of Palestinian prisoners than Israel had been 
previously willing to release. 
» While the framework for a deal in February that was negotiated in Paris had included the 

release of 400 Palestinian security prisoners in exchange for 40 women, children, sick 
and elderly hostages during the first phase of a 6-week ceasefire, Israel is now 
reportedly prepared to release “almost double that number,” according to Channel 12, 
including 100 people convicted of murder. Other Israeli media outlets reported that Israel 
is willing to release 700 to 800 security prisoners in return for the 40 hostages. 

l On March 22, The Times of Israel reported that according to an anonymous Israeli official, 
“there has been no real progress” in hostage negotiations with Hamas, but “the Americans 
are dressing it up as progress.” The official also said, “the pressure to move forward is 
coming from them [the Americans].” 

l The Times of Israel reported on March 22 that according to Israel’s Channel 12, during a 
“dramatic” meeting, members of the Israeli war cabinet and Israeli defense officials pushed 
Netanyahu to endow the hostage negotiation team in Doha, Qatar with a wider mandate. 
Ronen Bar, head of the Shin Bet security agency, reportedly said he would not travel to 
Qatar for further negotiations unless he was allowed to exhibit more flexibility in the 
discussions. 

 
Casualties and Hostages 
l Over 1,200 people were killed in Israel, and 13,000 Israelis have been injured in the war. 

» 596 Israeli soldiers have been killed. 
- 252 IDF soldiers have been killed during ground combat in Gaza so far. 
- The IDF announced the death of Sgt. First Class Lior Raviv, 21, from Rishon Lezion. 
- On March 22, Sgt. First Class Ilay David Garfinkel, 21, from Sitria, a member of the 

Commando Brigade’s Duvdevan unit, was killed in a sniper attack near the West 
Bank settlement of Dolev. 

- As of March 15, 1,480 IDF soldiers have been injured during ground combat in Gaza, 
including 310 who have been severely injured. 

» Numerous foreign nationals have been killed in the war, including at least 34 American 
nationals, 34 Thai nationals, 39 French nationals, 19 Russian nationals, 12 British 
nationals, 10 Nepalese nationals, 9 Argentinian nationals, 6 Canadian nationals, 4 
Philippines nationals, 4 Austrian nationals, 4 Romanian nationals, 4 Portuguese 
nationals, 4 Chinese nationals, 3 Brazilian nationals, 3 Belarusian nationals, 3 Italian 
nationals, 3 Peruvian nationals, a Cambodian national, a Chilean national, an Irish 
national, a Spanish national, an Australian national, an Azeri national, a Honduran 
national, a Swiss national, a Tanzanian national, and a Turkish national. 

l According to unverified figures from the Hamas-controlled Gaza Health Ministry, at least 
32,333 people have been killed in Gaza, and 74,694 have been injured during the war. 
» On October 25, 2023, President Biden cautioned against trusting Gaza Health Ministry 

casualty figures, stating: “I have no notion that the Palestinians are telling the truth about 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/tv-report-israel-prepared-to-free-close-to-800-palestinian-security-prisoners-for-40-hostages/
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-793512
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/israeli-official-no-real-progress-in-hostage-negotiations-with-hamas/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/war-cabinet-defense-officials-pressured-pm-to-expand-mandate-of-doha-hostage-talks-team-report/
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/hostilities-gaza-strip-and-israel-flash-update-98-enarhe
https://www.jpost.com/israel-hamas-war/article-781298#google_vignette
https://www.idf.il/160590
https://www.idf.il/160590
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-announces-death-of-sgt-first-class-lior-raviv-in-shifa-hospital-op-raising-soldier-death-count-to-252/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-announces-death-of-soldier-killed-in-west-bank-shooting-attack-on-friday/
https://www.israelnationalnews.com/news/386861
https://www.timesofisrael.com/200-foreigners-dual-nationals-cut-down-in-hamas-assault-heres-where-they-were-from/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/itay-chen-american-israeli-idf-soldier-confirmed-killed-in-hamas-oct-7-terror-attack/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/12/world/middleeast/israel-death-toll-hamas-attack.html#:~:text=Those%20killed%20in%20Israel%20on,in%20both%20countries%20have%20said.
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/12/world/middleeast/israel-death-toll-hamas-attack.html#:~:text=Those%20killed%20in%20Israel%20on,in%20both%20countries%20have%20said.
https://www.timesofisrael.com/200-foreigners-dual-nationals-cut-down-in-hamas-assault-heres-where-they-were-from/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/200-foreigners-dual-nationals-cut-down-in-hamas-assault-heres-where-they-were-from/
https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/all-nepali-students-in-israel-shifted-to-secured-locations-says-government-2447285-2023-10-11#:~:text=people%20in%20Israel.-,Ten%20Nepalese%20students%20in%20Israel%20were%20killed%20by%20Hamas%20militants,been%20shifted%20to%20secured%20location%E2%80%9D.
https://www.timesofisrael.com/200-foreigners-dual-nationals-cut-down-in-hamas-assault-heres-where-they-were-from/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/200-foreigners-dual-nationals-cut-down-in-hamas-assault-heres-where-they-were-from/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/200-foreigners-dual-nationals-cut-down-in-hamas-assault-heres-where-they-were-from/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/200-foreigners-dual-nationals-cut-down-in-hamas-assault-heres-where-they-were-from/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/200-foreigners-dual-nationals-cut-down-in-hamas-assault-heres-where-they-were-from/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/italy-confirms-1-citizen-killed-in-hamas-onslaught-2-thought-kidnapped/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/200-foreigners-dual-nationals-cut-down-in-hamas-assault-heres-where-they-were-from/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/foreigners-from-across-the-globe-killed-missing-or-abducted-in-hamas-massacre/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/200-foreigners-dual-nationals-cut-down-in-hamas-assault-heres-where-they-were-from/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/200-foreigners-dual-nationals-cut-down-in-hamas-assault-heres-where-they-were-from/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/200-foreigners-dual-nationals-cut-down-in-hamas-assault-heres-where-they-were-from/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/200-foreigners-dual-nationals-cut-down-in-hamas-assault-heres-where-they-were-from/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/tanzanian-joshua-mollel-missing-since-oct-7-confirmed-dead-body-held-in-gaza/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.barrons.com/news/health-ministry-in-hamas-run-gaza-says-war-death-toll-at-32-333-fd31aa61?refsec=topics_afp-news
https://www.newsweek.com/joe-biden-dismissing-gaza-death-toll-sparks-fury-1838089
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how many people are killed ... I have no confidence in the number that the Palestinians 
are using.” 

» On March 21, Senator Josh Hawley (R-MO) said that during a virtual meeting that day 
with Senate Republicans, Israel’s Prime Minister Netanyahu assessed that the number 
of people killed in Gaza was approximately 28,000. 

» Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on March 10 that Israel has killed 
approximately 13,000 Hamas operatives over the course of the war.  

l According to the Palestinian Authority-run Palestinian Ministry of Health, at least 450 people 
have been killed, and at least 4,700 have been wounded in the West Bank. 

l The IDF claims that it has killed at least 1,500 infiltrators from Gaza since the start of the 
war.  

l So far, 105 hostages in Gaza have been released, three have been rescued by the IDF, 
seven have been found dead, three have been mistakenly killed by the IDF, and one was 
killed during an IDF attempt to rescue him. 
» 81 Israeli hostages have been released. 
» 46 hostages with foreign nationalities—some also holding Israeli citizenship—have been 

released. 
- Thus far, 23 Thai nationals, 6 Argentinian nationals, 5 German nationals, 3 French 

nationals, 4 Russian nationals, 1 Dutch national, 1 Filipino national, 1 Mexican 
national, 1 Uruguayan national, and 1 American national have been released. 

- Hamas has released 36 children and still holds two as hostages. 
l Israel has said that terrorists in Gaza currently hold 134 hostages and deceased hostage 

bodies. 
» Israeli officials have confirmed the deaths of at least 34 of the 134 hostages captured on 

October 7, as well as two additional hostages who were abducted prior to October 7. 
» Many of the hostages are foreign or dual nationals, including up to 5 American nationals, 

6 German nationals, 13 Thai nationals, 4 Portuguese nationals, 3 British nationals, 2 
Italian nationals, 4 Romanian nationals, and 2 Mexican nationals. 

l On March 22, after Secretary Blinken met with the families of dual U.S.-Israeli citizens held 
hostage in Gaza, the Hostage and Missing Families Forum said, “we extend our sincere 
gratitude to Secretary Blinken and the Biden administration for their continuing support and 
assistance.”  
» The Forum’s statement also said, “we urgently call on all parties to apply maximum 

pressure to secure a deal for the prompt and safe release of our loved ones. Each 
passing day is an eternity of torment for our families. We implore the international 
community to leave no stone unturned.”  

 
Iranian Involvement and Response 
l On March 23, between 6:50 and 9:50 a.m. local time, the Houthis launched six drones from 

Yemen over the southern Red Sea. U.S. forces, including the USS Carney, engaged the 
drones. Five then crashed into the Red Sea, and one flew inland to Houthi-controlled areas 
of Yemen. 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/in-talk-to-gop-pm-estimates-28000-have-been-killed-in-gaza-4000-fewer-than-hamas-claims/#:~:text=March%2020%2C%202024-,In%20talk%20to%20GOP%2C%20PM%20estimates%2028%2C000%20have%20been%20killed,4%2C000%20fewer%20than%20Hamas%20claims&text=Speaking%20virtually%20to%20a%20gathering,tells%20The%20New%20York%20Times.
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/netanyahu-says-least-13000-terrorists-among-palestinians-killed-2024-03-10/
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/israel-arrests-15-more-palestinians-in-west-bank-raids/3174185
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-says-gaza-border-finally-sealed-bodies-of-1500-terrorists-found-inside-israel/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-terror-groups-renew-combat-in-gaza-hamas-violated-the-ceasefire/
https://www.cnn.com/2023/10/31/middleeast/idf-ori-megidish-rescue-hamas-hostage-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-says-hostages-body-recovered-near-gazas-shifa-hospital-after-hamas-killed-her/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/three-soldiers-abducted-by-hamas-declared-dead-by-army/
https://www.nydailynews.com/2023/10/19/carmela-dan-noya-hamas-hostages-american-dead/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/dec/15/israeli-military-says-its-troops-shot-and-killed-three-hostages-by-mistake
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-admits-hostage-sahar-baruch-killed-during-failed-rescue-attempt-last-month/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/group-17-thai-hostages-released-by-hamas-arrives-thailand-2023-11-30/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/11-released-israelis-include-french-german-and-argentinian-dual-nationals-qatar/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/11-released-israelis-include-french-german-and-argentinian-dual-nationals-qatar/
https://twitter.com/JacobMagid/status/1729972484991053904?s=20
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/11-released-israelis-include-french-german-and-argentinian-dual-nationals-qatar/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/30/world/middleeast/israel-hostages-released-thursday.html
https://twitter.com/JacobMagid/status/1729972484991053904?s=20
https://twitter.com/JacobMagid/status/1729972484991053904?s=20
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/11/24/thailand-hostages-gaza-israel/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/30/world/middleeast/israel-hostages-released-thursday.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/30/world/middleeast/israel-hostages-released-thursday.html
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/israel-hamas-war-cease-fire-more-hostages-released-two-day-extension/
https://jinsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Israels-Operation-Swords-of-Iron-Update-11-30-23-2.pdf
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/israel-hamas-war-hostages-released-gaza-strip-cease-fire-deal-seventh-day/
https://www.i24news.tv/en/news/israel-at-war/1707735190-how-many-hostages-remain-in-gaza
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-791004
https://twitter.com/EylonALevy/status/1767538632481452204
https://www.axios.com/2024/03/12/israeli-american-soldier-confirmed-dead-hamas
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/11-released-israelis-include-french-german-and-argentinian-dual-nationals-qatar/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/pmo-two-thais-released-alongside-10-israeli-women/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/10/11/israel-hamas-war-foreign-nationals/
https://www.cnn.com/middleeast/live-news/israel-hamas-war-gaza-news-11-07-23/h_a98fda14fbe04986843798d15e59852a
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/italy-confirms-1-citizen-killed-in-hamas-onslaught-2-thought-kidnapped/
https://www.romania-insider.com/romanian-israeli-hostages-freed-hamas-nov-2023
https://news.yahoo.com/foreigners-killed-missing-abducted-hamas-011457995.html
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/blinken-meets-with-families-of-us-israeli-hostages-held-in-gaza/
https://twitter.com/CENTCOM/status/1771726107168960751
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l On March 23, from 2:50 to 4:30 a.m. local time, the Houthis launched four anti-ship ballistic 
missiles from Yemen over the Red Sea near the MV Huang Pu, a Panamanian-flagged, 
Chinese-owned, Chinese-operated oil tanker. The attack caused limited damage to the ship 
and a fire that was extinguished within 30 minutes. 

l On March 22, between approximately 4:22 a.m. and 11:10 p.m. local time, the Houthis 
launched four anti-ship ballistic missiles from Yemen toward the Red Sea. There were no 
reported injuries or damage. 

 
U.S. and International Response 
l On March 25, Israel’s Defense Minister Yoav Gallant arrived in Washington to meet with 

Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, Secretary of State Antony Blinken, National Security 
Advisor Jake Sullivan, CIA chief William Burns, and other senior Biden administration 
officials.  
» According to a statement from Gallant, his visit will “focus on preserving Israel’s 

qualitative edge and ways to achieve the common goal, victory over Hamas and the 
return of the hostages. The trip will focus on Israel's ability to acquire air platforms and 
weaponry, but no less importantly, on Israel-U.S. relations and the goals to maintain 
Israel’s security, first in Gaza, then in Lebanon.” 

» Gallant added, “we will also deal with the way we return the residents of the north to their 
homes, whether through a military operation or an agreement. I want to thank, from the 
bottom of my heart, the American government, and my friend Lloyd Austin, for the 
invitation to come to the U.S. at a crucial time to maintain the special and important 
relationship between the two countries.” 

l The Washington Post reported on March 25, citing an Israeli official, that an Israeli 
delegation including Israel’s Minister for Strategic Affairs and former JINSA Distinguished 
Fellow Ron Dermer and Tzachi Hanegbi, head of Israel’s National Security Council, is set to 
arrive in Washington that day. 
» The delegation is arriving at the request of the Biden administration, which seeks to 

discuss “U.S. concerns about Israel’s current Rafah planning” with the delegation and 
“lay out an alternative approach.” 

l When asked during a March 24 interview with ABC News’s “This Week” about whether 
Israel would face consequences for launching a large ground operation in Rafah, Vice 
President Kamala Harris responded that “we’re going to take it one step at a time,” and “I 
am ruling out nothing.”  
» She added, “we have been clear in multiple conversations and in every way that any 

major military operation in Rafah would be a huge mistake … I have studied the maps. 
There’s nowhere for those folks to go. We’re looking at about a million and a half people 
in Rafah who are there because they were told to go there … so we’ve been very clear 
that it would be a mistake to move into Rafah with any type of military operation.” 

l On March 23, Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) gave a speech on the floor of the 
House of Representatives in which she alleged that “if you want to know what an unfolding 
genocide looks like, open your eyes. It looks like the forced famine of 1.1 million innocents. 
It looks like thousands of children eating grass as their bodies consume themselves, while 
trucks of food are slowed and halted just miles away. It looks like good and decent people 
who do nothing. Or too little. Too late.” 

https://twitter.com/CENTCOM/status/1771726107168960751
https://twitter.com/CENTCOM/status/1771349396376199184
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/03/25/israel-us-gaza-hamas-gallant/
https://www.ynetnews.com/article/bji6rgaat
https://www.ynetnews.com/article/bji6rgaat
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/03/25/israel-us-gaza-hamas-gallant/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/vp-harris-there-could-be-consequences-from-the-us-if-israel-moves-into-rafah/
https://ocasio-cortez.house.gov/media/press-releases/transcript-ocasio-cortez-delivers-major-speech-looming-famine-gaza-and


  Israel’s Operation Swords of Iron Update March 25, 2024 JINSA
 

9 

l The Times of Israel reported on March 22, citing Israel’s Walla outlet, that Secretary Blinken 
told Prime Minister Netanyahu and his cabinet during a meeting that Israel’s lack of a “day 
after” plan for Gaza risks embroiling Israel in Gaza for years and jeopardizes Israeli security 
and international standing. Blinken reportedly urged, “you don’t understand this,” and, “when 
you do, it might be too late.” 

l Immediately before leaving Israel on March 22, Secretary Blinken said to journalists at Ben 
Gurion Airport that an operation in Rafah “is not the way to” defeat Hamas and ensure 
Israeli security.  
» He argued, “it risks killing more civilians. It risks wreaking greater havoc with the delivery 

of humanitarian assistance. It risks further isolating Israel around the world and 
jeopardizing its long-term security and standing.” Blinken added, “it really requires an 
integrated humanitarian, military and political plan.” 

» In response to Secretary Blinken’s comments that a Rafah offensive would risk “further 
isolating Israel,” Senator John Fetterman (D-PA) posted on X, “hard disagree. Israel 
shouldn’t face isolation when Hamas terrorists are still present and hiding behind 
civilians. Hamas owns this humanitarian catastrophe and must surrender, release the 
hostages NOW, or be eliminated.” 

l On March 22, between approximately 4:22 a.m. and 11:10 p.m. local time, the United States 
struck four Houthi drones in Yemen. CENTCOM also targeted three Houthi underground 
storage facilities in Yemen. 

l On March 22, sixteen Senate Democrats and independent Senator Bernie Sanders released 
a statement claiming that Israel is violating the Biden administration’s policy that recipients 
of U.S. weapons cannot impede U.S. humanitarian efforts. Violating the policy could result in 
the United States cutting off arms transfers to Israel. 
» Senators Chris Van Hollen (D-MD), Dick Durbin (D-IL), Tim Kaine (D-VA), Brian Schatz 

(D-HI), Elizabeth Warren (D-MA), Jeff Merkley (D-OR), Peter Welch (D-VT), Martin 
Heinrich (D-NM), Tom Carper (D-DE), Ben Ray Luján (D-NM), Bernie Sanders (I-VT), 
Mazie Hirono (D-HI), Ed Markey (D-MA), Tina Smith (D-MN), Laphonza Butler (D-CA), 
Jon Ossoff (D-GA), and Chris Murphy (D-CT) signed the statement. 

l On March 25, the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) voted to pass a resolution that 
"demands an immediate ceasefire for the month of Ramadan respected by all parties 
leading to a permanent sustainable ceasefire, and also demands the immediate and 
unconditional release of all hostages.” The resolution was put forward by the 10 elected 
UNSC members, with Russia, China, and the 22-nation Arab Group at the United Nations 
backing it. The United States abstained from the vote, and all other 14 UNSC countries 
voted in favor of it. 
» On March 25, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu canceled the delegation led by 

Israel’s National Security Council head Tzachi Hanegbi and Strategic Affairs Minister 
Ron Dermer to visit the United States. He had warned earlier that day that he would 
cancel the trip if the United States did not veto any resolution calling for a ceasefire 
without conditioning it on the release of the hostages. 

» On March 22, eleven UNSC members voted for a U.S.-proposed resolution, but three 
nations voted against it, including Russia and China, who have veto power as 
permanent members. Algeria also voted against the resolution, and Guyana abstained. 

l On March 24, France’s President Emmanuel Macron warned Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu during a phone call that any forced transfer of people from Rafah would be “a 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/report-blinken-tells-war-cabinet-that-without-day-after-plan-for-gaza-israels-security-in-danger/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/blinken-rafah-offensive-risks-further-isolating-israel-jeopardizing-its-long-term-security/
https://twitter.com/SenFettermanPA/status/1771319739987513455
https://twitter.com/CENTCOM/status/1771349396376199184
https://jewishinsider.com/2024/03/senate-democrats-israel-arms-sales-conditions-gaza/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-68658415
https://twitter.com/LahavHarkov/status/1772279026561798243
https://www.axios.com/2024/03/25/gaza-ceasefire-resolution-un-security-council-veto
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2024/03/22/world/israel-hamas-war-gaza-news/the-security-council-is-expected-to-vote-on-a-us-backed-resolution-calling-for-a-sustained-cease-fire?smid=url-share
https://www.france24.com/en/middle-east/20240324-forced-rafah-population-transfer-would-be-a-war-crime-macron-warns-israel
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war crime.” Macron also strongly condemned Israel’s decision on March 22 to appropriate 
800 hectares of land in the West Bank for new settlements. 

l On March 22, Macron said at the conclusion of an EU summit in Brussels, “following the 
Russian and Chinese veto [of a UN Security Council ceasefire resolution] a few minutes 
ago, we are going to resume work on the basis of the French draft resolution in the Security 
Council and work with our American, European and Arab partners to reach an agreement.”  
» He added, “what is important to note is that the US has changed its position and has 

indicated its desire to now very clearly defend a ceasefire, which is a good thing for us 
and for the progress of our draft.” 

l Spain’s Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez said on March 22 that his country, Ireland, Malta, 
and Slovenia will begin a process to eventually recognize a Palestinian state, which would 
likely occur before the end of the four-year legislature. 
» A joint statement issued by Ireland about the matter said, “we are agreed that the only 

way to achieve lasting peace and stability in the region is through implementation of a 
two-state solution, with Israeli and Palestinian States living side-by-side, in peace and 
security.” 

l On March 22, shipping company Maersk said in a statement, “we continue with our own 
assessment that the current situation does not allow us to make a similar decision [as other 
companies to resume voyages through the Red Sea].” 
» The statement also said, “we still believe that sailing via the Cape of Good Hope and 

around Africa is the most reasonable solution at the moment and the one that currently 
allows the best supply chain stability.” 

 
Rising Antisemitism, Protests, and Attacks 
l On March 24, anti-Israel protesters clashed with riot police in Amman, Jordan, outside of the 

Embassy of Israel. Several protesters were detained. Protesters were filmed chanting, “no 
Zionist embassy on Jordanian land,” and “we want to go [to] the borders and kill and kidnap 
Zionist soldiers. Revenge … revenge … Oh Hamas, bomb Tel Aviv.” 

l On March 22, the Union of European Football Associations (UEFA) announced that due to 
the “current security situation,” a soccer match between Israel and Bosnia-Herzegovina 
originally scheduled for the week of March 24 has been canceled. 

l On March 21, House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Jason Smith (R-MO) wrote to 
the leaders of Cornell University, Harvard University, the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, and the University of Pennsylvania citing incidents of antisemitism at the 
universities and requesting answers about the schools’ efforts to combat antisemitism. The 
letter suggested that the universities are at risk of losing their tax-exempt status. 

 

Recent and Relevant JINSA Products About Israel at War 
l Webinar: Gaza Update 3/21, IDF MG (ret.) Yaakov Amidror, IDF MG (ret.) Amikam Norkin, 

and Blaise Misztal, March 21, 2024 
l Jonathan Ruhe, Egypt Must Do More to Aid Gazans, March 19, 2024 
l Webinar: Report Rollout: The Day After: A Plan for Gaza, with John Hannah, Elliott Abrams, 

Lewis Libby, Rob Danin, and Jonathan Ruhe, March 15, 2024 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/macron-france-jordan-uae-will-work-to-convince-russia-china-to-back-un-resolution-on-gaza-ceasefire/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/spain-ireland-malta-slovenia-agree-to-work-toward-recognizing-palestinian-state/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/shipping-giant-maersk-says-too-early-to-resume-sailing-through-red-sea-despite-security-operation/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/jordanians-marching-on-israeli-embassy-clash-with-police-call-to-bomb-tel-aviv/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/israels-soccer-game-against-bosnia-herzegovina-canceled-due-to-current-security-situation/
https://gop-waysandmeans.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Antisemitism-Ltr-to-Universities.pdf
https://jinsa.org/watch-webinar-gaza-war-update-3-21-24/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/egypt-must-do-more-to-aid-gazans/
https://jinsa.org/watch-webinar-report-rollout-day-after-plan-for-gaza/
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l Webinar: Until They All Come Home: Congressional Efforts to Help Free U.S. Hostages in 
Gaza, with Senator Ted Budd (R-NC) and Michael Makovsky, March 13, 2024 

l Yoni Tobin and Myles Behar, Egypt-Gaza Tunnels Pose Threat to Israel’s War Aims, March 
12, 2024 

https://jinsa.org/watch-webinar-until-they-all-come-home/
https://jinsa.org/watch-webinar-until-they-all-come-home/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/egypt-gaza-tunnels-pose-threat-to-israels-war-aims/

