
Open Letter from 92 Retired U.S. Military Leaders
in Support of Israel on 10/7 Anniversary

Today, a year aŌer Hamas’s barbaric aƩack on Israel, we remember and mourn alongside Israel. However, as reƟred American military leaders witnessing the 
threats that Israel sƟll faces from Iran’s terror network—from Hezbollah, the Houthis, and Iran itself—we also urge the United States to learn a fundamental 
lesson from the past year: the criƟcal imperaƟve to support Israel fully in not only defending itself but also defeaƟng our common adversaries.

The war that the Iranian axis launched a year ago is not just a war against Israel, nor is it being fought only in the Middle East. Iran’s reign of terror transcends The war that the Iranian axis launched a year ago is not just a war against Israel, nor is it being fought only in the Middle East. Iran’s reign of terror transcends 
boundaries. Its drones rain down on Israel and Ukraine. Its proxies sink ships headed to Israel and Europe. Its assassins plot murder against U.S. ciƟzens in the 
American homeland. And its coffers are filled with Chinese funds. October 7 is not an isolated incident, but one front in a much larger global civilizaƟonal 
struggle.

Iran and its terror proxies do not disƟnguish between Israel and the United States. They not only regularly call for the destrucƟon of both our countries, but Iran and its terror proxies do not disƟnguish between Israel and the United States. They not only regularly call for the destrucƟon of both our countries, but 
they have aƩacked, kidnapped and killed Israelis and Americans alike in the last year, as well as in years before.

Following Israel’s dismantling of Hamas’ organized military, Lebanon has become the next front in the struggle against Iran’s axis. Iran-backed Hezbollah, with Following Israel’s dismantling of Hamas’ organized military, Lebanon has become the next front in the struggle against Iran’s axis. Iran-backed Hezbollah, with 
the blood of hundreds of U.S. servicemembers and ciƟzens on its hands, has driven tens of thousands of Israelis from their homes with their unceasing 
barrage of rockets over the past year. Now, Israel has taken the fight to Hezbollah. With American weapons and support, it is systemaƟcally degrading 
Hezbollah’s terror army, restoring deterrence, and dealing Iran’s strongest proxy a major blow. There should be no ceasefire unƟl Israel’s operaƟons have 
succeeded in creaƟng the condiƟons necessary for its ciƟzens to return to their homes to live in peace and security. So, too, should the United States arm and 
assist Israel as it responds to Iran’s latest aƩack against it.

Indeed, we have also learned another more hopeful lesson in the last year: when the United States and Israel stand together, these enemies can be deterred 
and defeated. We saw this on April 13 when Iran launched over 300 missiles and drones at Israel, in August when Tehran threatened another massive aƩack, 
Indeed, we have also learned another more hopeful lesson in the last year: when the United States and Israel stand together, these enemies can be deterred 
and defeated. We saw this on April 13 when Iran launched over 300 missiles and drones at Israel, in August when Tehran threatened another massive aƩack, 
and again on October 1 when Iran aƩacked Israel with hundreds of missiles. None of those threats or brazen aƩacks succeeded. When the United States 
strongly and clearly declares that it has Israel’s back, its adversaries back down.

There should be no daylight between our two countries. The United States should fully stand by Israel, including supplying it expediƟously with the criƟcal There should be no daylight between our two countries. The United States should fully stand by Israel, including supplying it expediƟously with the criƟcal 
weaponry it needs to fight this common baƩle against the Iranian axis in accordance with internaƟonal law, at this historic Ɵme in the region. America’s own 
credibility, security interests, and values are at stake.

A year aŌer the savagery of October 7, we reaffirm our friendship and bond with the State of Israel—and urge all Americans to stand with Israel against 
Hamas, Hezbollah, Iran, and the enemies of civilizaƟon. Israel may be on the frontlines of this civilizaƟonal fight, but it is America’s fight as well. 
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The Jewish InsƟtute for NaƟonal Security of America (JINSA) is dedicated to advancing U.S. naƟonal security interests in the Middle East, of 
which a criƟcal pillar is a robust U.S.-Israel security relaƟonship. JINSA believes that Israel is the most capable and criƟcal U.S. security 
partner in the 21st century and that a strong America is the best guarantor of Western civilizaƟon. JINSA is a non-parƟsan, 501c(3) 

organizaƟon. 

To learn more, visit: jinsa.org


