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Executive Summary 
“May Allah make Zionist Israel destroyed and devastated,” Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan prayed on March 30. This invocation was not simply a rhetorical flourish, an aberration, 
or simple political posturing—it was an authentic expression of Erdogan’s longstanding 
antagonism towards Israel. Since taking office more than 22 years ago, Erdogan has not only 
heaped verbal abuse on Israel but supported terrorist groups, like Hamas, actively working for its 
destruction. Yet, he has only grown more bellicose since Hamas’s October 7, 2023 attack and, in 
particular, once the United States approved the sale of upgraded F-16s to Turkey in January 2024. 
There are three good reasons to worry that these might be more than just words. 

First, almost everything Erdogan does, including this threat against Israel, is geared towards 
maintaining his now two-decade-old grip on power. Being tough on Israel might be just what he 
needs as his popularity sags, including among the Islamist base he once easily won.  

Second, Erdogan is highly pragmatic. He tones down his antisemitism when he thinks it might 
impede him from getting something he wants from the United States. Recent positive comments 
by President Donald Trump about Erdogan, however, mean that the Turkish leader feels no such 
constraint currently. 

Third, and most troubling, Turkey and Israel now not only effectively share a border in Syria but 
are militarily operating in the same space. This raises the real possibility of, if not outright 
hostilities, then accidents, misunderstanding, and friction that, fueled by Erdogan’s hateful 
pronouncements, could easily escalate.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.memri.org/tv/trukish-president-recep-tayyip-erdogan-address-destroy-israel


 
 
JINSA                                                                                                                                     Erdogan Calls for Israel's Destruction  2 

Background: Erdogan's Anti-Israel Hostility and Hamas 
Support  
Erdogan has long held militantly anti-Israel views. Erdogan’s Justice and Development Party 
(known by its Turkish initials, AKP) has its roots in the Islamist ideology of the Milli Görüş 
movement—led by Erdogan’s onetime mentor, former Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan. Milli 
Görüş theorists like Erbakan repudiated Western thought and viewed the world as dominated by 
Jewish influence. Early on, Erdogan repeatedly espoused deeply antisemitic views, and in 1974, 
rose to fame by directing, and starring in, an explicitly antisemitic play called “MasKomYa”—
meaning “Mason, Communist, Jew”—which portrayed Judaism as evil. In 1998, as mayor of 
Istanbul, he reportedly stated, “the image of the Jews is no different from that of the Nazis.”  

Soon after Erdogan became prime minister in 2003, Turkey began cultivating close ties with 
Hamas. In 2006, Turkey hosted then-Hamas leader Khaled Meshaal weeks after Hamas won 
legislative elections in Gaza. Turkey thereafter became one of Hamas’s primary benefactors, 
reportedly pledging in 2012 to provide Hamas over $300 million annually. Turkey has long hosted 
Hamas leaders, with whom Erdogan has repeatedly met, and Hamas has used Turkish soil to plot 
terrorist attacks against Israel. 

Turkey has also permitted material support for terrorism to flow through its financial system, 
despite repeated warnings from American officials and lawmakers. Turkey has allowed Hamas 
front companies—including investment firms, real-estate brokerages, and securities companies—
to operate on its soil with impunity, and Western officials estimate that Turkey holds a large portion 
of Hamas’s approximately $500 million worth of assets outside Gaza. That is why Turkish-based 
Hamas financiers and top operatives have been the subject of at least seven rounds of U.S. 
sanctions in the last three years. However, some Hamas front groups in Turkey reportedly 
continued yielding large profits after being sanctioned, as Turkey—in its dealings with Russia and 
others—has proven adept at evading U.S. sanctions. 

 

Hamas-Related U.S. Sanctions on Turkish-Based Individuals and Groups 

2022 - Present 

Date Announced Sanctions Details 

5/24/22 
Turkish-based Hamas financier and front company Trend GYO 

Treasury reveals Hamas holds roughly 75 percent of Turkish-based Trend GYO’s issued capital, 
planned to issue additional $15mn in shares to Hamas leaders 

10/18/23 
Three Turkish-based Hamas financiers  

Hamas financiers revealed to be board members of several Turkish investment portfolio 
companies, including Trend  

10/27/23 
Three Turkish-based Hamas financiers 

Trend’s three primary shareholders sanctioned; Trend revealed to be key component of Hamas’s 
global assets 

https://bipartisanpolicy.org/download/?file=/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/BPC-Turkey-Transformed.pdf
https://www.jpost.com/opinion/erdogans-veneer-of-respect-conceals-blatant-antisemitism-opinion-685083
https://www.hudson.org/national-security-defense/erbakan-k-sak-rek-and-the-mainstreaming-of-extremism-in-turkey#:%7E:text=Indeed%2C%20the%20career,Zionist%20narrative.62
https://www.jpost.com/opinion/columnists/candidly-speaking-turkeys-erdogan-an-autocratic-islamist-bigot-330005
https://www.haaretz.com/2006-02-18/ty-article/turkey-scolds-israel-after-uproar-over-visit-of-hamas-chief/0000017f-e873-da9b-a1ff-ec7f7e040000
https://www.ft.com/content/d2483bf8-fce6-4bf6-b5db-7e30f1d922ce
https://www.haaretz.com/2012-01-28/ty-article/turkey-may-provide-hamas-with-300-million-in-annual-aid/0000017f-f487-d044-adff-f7ff19be0000
https://www.memri.org/reports/turkey-hamas-relations-2004-today-%E2%80%93-300-million-hamas-center-istanbul-cyberattacks-and#_edn21:%7E:text=Erdo%C4%9Fan%20reportedly%20met,minutes.%5B55%5D
https://www.timesofisrael.com/shin-bet-says-it-foiled-hamas-suicide-bombing-plot-directed-from-turkey/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us-presses-sceptical-turkey-curb-hamas-fund-raising-2023-11-30/
https://www.wsj.com/finance/u-s-leans-on-turkey-to-stop-supporting-hamas-and-russia-de61f6ce
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/hamas-finances-fighters-payments-gaza-f98df760
https://nordicmonitor.com/2023/02/hamas-front-company-in-turkey-continues-its-operations-despite-us-sanction/
https://www.wsj.com/politics/policy/moscow-has-2-billion-stuck-at-jpmorgan-the-u-s-isnt-sure-what-to-do-with-it-b0669584?mod=hp_lead_pos8
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0798
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy1816
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy1845


 
 
JINSA                                                                                                                                     Erdogan Calls for Israel's Destruction  3 

12/13/23 
Two Turkish-based Hamas political leaders and financial operatives 

Turkish-based financier who funded Hamas’s West Bank terrorism, including operations at 
Hamas’s West Bank command center, sanctioned 

1/22/24 
Two Turkish-based front organizations used by Hamas financier in Gaza 

Turkish-based front company Al Markaziya revealed to have facilitated over $20mn in Iranian 
funding to Hamas 

10/7/24 
Turkish-based Hamas financier and Turkish-based three front organizations 

Turkish-based leader of Hamas’s investment portfolio, which managed approx. $500mn for 
Hamas, sanctioned along with three Turkish-based front companies 

11/19/24 

Three Turkish-based Hamas officials and financial operatives 

Turkish-based senior Hamas terror operative and two Turkish-backed senior Hamas financial 
operatives sanctioned, including one directly involved in sending Hamas funds from Turkey to 

Gaza and the West Bank 

Note: List is not intended to be comprehensive. 

 

Erdogan has also serially used Israel’s campaigns against Hamas as a pretext to criticize and 
threaten Israel. He called Israel’s 2004 killing of Hamas founder Ahmed Yassin an act of 
“terrorism.” However, under the pretense of criticizing Israel’s military operations in Gaza after 
Hamas’s October 7 massacre, Turkey’s hostility hit new levels.  

 

 Erdogan’s Anti-Israel Threats During Israel’s Self-Defense Operations  

Date Campaign Hostile Rhetoric 

December 2008 – 
January 2009 

Operation Cast 
Lead 

December 2008: Erdogan accuses Israel of orchestrating “a serious crime against 
humanity,” and “killing innocent people” while dealing a “blow to world peace” 

January 2009: Erdogan reprimands Israel’s then-President Shimon Peres during the 
World Economic Forum and accuses Israel of war crimes 

July 2014 – 
August 2014 

Operation 
Protective Edge 

July 2014: Erdogan states Israel has “surpassed Hitler in barbarism” 

July 2014: Erdogan declares Israel is “terrorizing the region” and promises to hold it 
accountable 

March 2018 – 
December 2019 

Hamas’s “Great 
March of 

Return” Border 
Clashes 

July 2018: Erdogan asserts that Israel’s leaders are imbued with “Hitler spirit” 

July 2018: Erdogan claims Israel is the most “fascist, racist state” in the world 

May 2018: Erdogan states Turkey must take a “physical stance” against Israel 

May 2021 
Operation 

Guardian of the 
Walls 

May 2021: Erdogan calls Israel a “terrorist state” 

May 2021: Erdogan states Israel must be taught a “strong and deterrent lesson” 

  Note: List is not intended to be comprehensive. 

              

 

https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy1981
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy2036
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy2632
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy2720
https://www.haaretz.com/2004-03-26/ty-article/turkish-pm-assassination-of-yassin-was-an-act-of-terror/0000017f-e359-d75c-a7ff-ffddb3bb0000
https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/gundem/turkish-pm-erdogan-slams-israel-10659399
https://www.nbcnews.com/id/wbna28918122
https://www.reuters.com/article/world/turkish-pm-erdogan-says-israel-surpasses-hitler-in-barbarism-idUSKBN0FO0XC/
https://www.reuters.com/article/world/turkey-s-erdogan-accuses-israel-of-tyranny-likens-mp-to-hitler-idUSKBN0FK2L3/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jul/24/erdogan-israel-hitler-spirit-comments-netanyahu-jewish-nation-state-dispute
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-44938472
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/erdogan-time-for-us-to-take-a-physical-stance-on-israel-557827
https://www.dw.com/en/turkeys-erdogan-hits-out-at-israel-as-mideast-conflict-grows/a-57573760
https://nypost.com/2021/05/13/erdogan-tells-putin-israel-needs-to-be-taught-deterrent-lesson/
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Recent Hostile Anti-Israel Turkish Statements/Actions 

Date Description 

4/10/25 Foreign Minister Fidan says “we will not sit and watch” Israel’s “expansionist” actions in Syria 

3/30/25 President Erdogan calls for Israel to be “destroyed and devastated” 

2/13/25 Erdogan asserts that Israel is dragging the Middle East “toward blood and tears again” 

1/15/25 Erdogan says Israel must end aggressive actions in Syria or “there will be negative consequences” 

1/2/25 Erdogan’s son Bilal tells tens of thousands of rallygoers “Gaza will emerge victorious” 

12/15/24 Fidan says Turkey considering “other measures” vs. Israel if it doesn’t “respect Syrian sovereignty” 

11/19/24 Turkey refuses to allow Israel’s President Isaac Herzog to use its airspace while flying to Azerbaijan 

11/11/24 Erdogan calls upon Islamic countries to “impose an arms embargo on Israel, end trade with Israel, and isolate Israel internationally unless its 
aggression ends” 

9/7/24 Erdogan calls for “alliance of Islamic countries” vs. “Israeli banditry and Israeli state terrorism” 

8/6/24 Turkey joins South Africa’s genocide case against Israel at the International Court of Justice 

8/3/24 Erdogan’s son Bilal states that “Israel is currently driven by a deviant ideology” and has been “condemned by Allah” 

7/28/24 Erdogan implies that Turkey would invade Israel: “Just as we entered Karabakh, just like we entered Libya, we might do [something] similar to 
[Israel]” 

7/12/24 Turkey unilaterally blocks all NATO-Israel collaboration, including joint meetings and exercises 

5/29/24 Erdogan calls Netanyahu a “psychopath” and “vampire” who “feeds on blood” 

5/13/24 Erdogan reveals over 1,000 Hamas members are receiving medical treatment in Turkey 

5/2/24 Turkey announces the suspension of all trade with Israel 

4/17/24 Erdogan states Israel is committing genocide and Netanyahu “surpassed Hitler long ago” 

4/12/24 Erdogan vows Israel will “pay” a price for its actions in Gaza 

4/12/24 Communications Minister Fahrettin Altun says that “Israel needs to be fought with full solidarity” 

3/9/24 Erdogan states that Turkey “firmly backs” Hamas 

2/29/24 U.S. Senate votes down resolution to block F-16 sale from proceeding 

1/27/24 U.S. State Department approves F-16 sale to Turkey 

1/1/24 Erdogan’s son Bilal says “breaking the fetters of Hagia Sophia … was the first step towards freedom for Jerusalem and Al-Aqsa” 

11/15/23 Erdogan labels Israel a “terror state,” accuses it of “employing state terrorism,” and calls Hamas “resistance fighters” 

10/26/23 Erdogan says “Hamas is not a terrorist organization” and threatens Israel “we may suddenly knock on your door one night” 

Note: List is not intended to be comprehensive. 

https://www.newarab.com/news/turkey-mulls-syria-defence-pact-amid-israel-deconfliction-talks
https://www.memri.org/tv/trukish-president-recep-tayyip-erdogan-address-destroy-israel
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2025/feb/13/pakistan-turkey-erdogan-criticizes-israel-laments-/
https://www.jns.org/erdogan-warns-israel-us-get-your-hands-off-syria/
https://www.jns.org/at-anti-israel-rally-erdogans-son-says-gaza-will-win/
https://www.memri.org/tv/turkish-foreign-minister-hakan-fidan-new-syrian-government-will-not-clash-israel-if-latter
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/turkeys-erdogan-says-israels-herzog-was-denied-airspace-en-route-azerbaijan-2024-11-19/
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-828618
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/article-819104
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-813486
https://www.meforum.org/mef-online/turkish-presidents-son-promotes-antisemitic-agenda-at-a-rally-for-late-hamas-leader
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2024-07-28/erdogan-says-turkey-might-enter-israel-to-help-palestinians
https://www.reuters.com/world/erdogan-says-turkey-will-not-approve-nato-attempts-cooperate-with-israel-2024-07-11/#:%7E:text=Erdogan%20says%20Turkey%20will%20not%20approve%20NATO%20attempts%20to%20cooperate%20with%20Israel,-By%20Reuters&text=ISTANBUL%2C%20July%2012%20(Reuters),partnership%20with%20the%20Israeli%20administration.
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/erdogan-netanyahu-is-a-psychopath-and-a-vampire-that-feeds-on-blood/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/erdogan-defends-hamas-says-members-are-being-treated-turkish-hospitals-2024-05-13/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israel-says-turkeys-erdogan-is-breaking-agreements-by-blocking-ports-trade-2024-05-02/
https://www.memri.org/reports/turkish-president-recep-tayyip-erdo%C4%9Fan-israel-perpetrating-genocide-gaza-and-west-bank-%E2%80%93-it
https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/diplomacy/israel-will-pay-for-gaza-atrocities-erdogan-tells-abbas
https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/diplomacy/israel-will-pay-for-gaza-atrocities-erdogan-tells-abbas
https://www.timesofisrael.com/erdogan-says-turkey-firmly-backs-terror-group-hamas-compares-netanyahu-to-hitler/
https://www.defensenews.com/congress/2024/02/29/turkey-f-16-sale-to-proceed-after-senate-vote/
https://www.npr.org/2024/01/27/1227418505/f-16s-turkey-sweden-nato-kurds-greece
https://www.memri.org/tv/bilal-erdogan-son-turkey-president-recep-tayyip-converting-hagia-sophia-back-mosque-step-liberating-jerusalem-al-aqsa
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/turkeys-erdogan-calls-israel-terror-state-slams-west-2023-11-15/
https://allisrael.com/israel-orders-return-of-diplomats-from-turkey-as-erdogan-threatens-war-saying-our-struggle-is-not-only-limited-to-our-borders
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Domestic Politics of Erdogan's Israel Threats 
Whatever Erdogan’s ideological proclivities and ambitions, he has always been a pragmatic, and 
particularly effective, politician. He has stayed in power for more than 22 years by taking expedient 
positions and forging useful political partnerships. For the last ten years, that has meant turning 
on some of his previous Islamist allies and working with Turkish nationalists. That strategy might 
now be running its course as his popularity dips.  

As Erdogan looks to another possible term in office, which would require amending the 
constitution, he is cracking down on potential adversaries, looking for new political allies, and 
trying to regain support among a core constituency that has recently turned away from him—
Islamists. This strategy has led him to arrest Istanbul Mayor Ekrem Imamoglu, considered the 
most likely opposition candidate for president, seek a new peace opening with Turkey’s Kurdish 
population, and lash out at Israel.    

A clear indication of Erdogan’s eroding support among the Islamist voters that have traditionally 
supported him was his party’s historically poor showing in Turkey’s March 2024 nationwide local 
elections. The AKP outright lost to the opposition, center-left Republican People’s Party (CHP), 
which won 35 provincial mayorships—including Turkey’s five largest cities—compared to the 
AKP’s 24. However, as Turkey expert Alan Makovsky, former Turkish affairs analyst at the State 
Department and a member of JINSA’s Eastern Mediterranean Policy Project, observed in a JINSA 
webinar, this outcome—representing the AKP’s worst showing in 17 consecutive nationwide, 
local, and presidential elections—was because the AKP “suffered at the polls for the 
fractionalization of the right.” Makovsky noted that more fervently Islamist parties were 
“instrumental in siphoning off some votes. … If every vote that went to [Yeniden Rafah] and Huda-
Par, these two very extreme Islamist parties, [went] to Erdogan’s party instead, [the AKP] would 
have won five more provincial mayorships.”  

Results of Turkey’s Countrywide Local Elections – March 2024 

Political Party Percent of Vote 

CHP (Center-Left) 37.77 

AKP (Erdogan’s Party) 35.49 

Yeniden Rafah (Islamist) 6.19 

DEM Party (Left) 5.70 

MHP (Nationalist) 4.99 

Huda-Par (Islamist) 0.55 

Other Parties 9.31 

Additionally, in a vicious cycle, two decades of Erdogan’s anti-Israel rhetoric has negatively 
influenced Turkish society’s view of Israel, in turn making his tirades more popular. A March 2025 
Turkish poll found that 84 percent of Turks view Israel as an enemy. An Anti-Defamation League 

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/23/world/middleeast/turkey-ekrem-imamoglu-istanbul.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/28/world/middleeast/turkey-pkk-peace-deal-ocalan-erdogan.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/erdogan-battles-key-rival-turkeys-local-elections-2024-03-31/
https://youtu.be/2qYs4P8DnMc?t=187
https://youtu.be/2qYs4P8DnMc?t=1056
https://youtu.be/2qYs4P8DnMc?t=158
https://youtu.be/2qYs4P8DnMc?t=809
https://www.meforum.org/mef-online/erdogans-relentless-campaign-shapes-public-perception-of-the-u-s-israel-as-top-threats
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survey from January 2025 found that just 47 percent of Turkish citizens favor having diplomatic 
relations with Israel; 45 percent hold favorable views of Hamas; and just 5 percent have a 
favorable view of Israel.  

The need to placate Turkey’s Islamist base and Turks’ increasingly unfavorable views of Israel 
make it likely that, in the lead-up to the next election, expected in 2028, Erdogan may adopt yet 
more extreme anti-Israel stances. 

 

The Washington Factor 
Erdogan’s pragmatism extends not just to domestic politics, but to the world stage as well. He has 
savvily downplayed antipathy for Israel to curry favor with the United States. Turkey-Israel 
relations warmed substantially following Ankara’s October 2021 request to buy 40 new F-16 
fighters, and upgrade 79 of its existing F-16s, from the United States. In August 2022, Turkey 
restored full diplomatic ties with Israel. The following month, Erdogan met with Israel’s then-Prime 
Minister Yair Lapid in the first bilateral head-of-state meeting since 2008. With the F-16 sale still 
not yet approved, in September 2023, Turkey announced plans for a joint energy exploration 
venture with Israel and proposed creating a forum for bilateral energy and technology efforts.   

Conversely, after the State Department approved, and Congress voted down a resolution to block 
Turkey’s F-16 purchase in January and February 2024, respectively, Erdogan’s hostility towards 
Israel dramatically ramped up. Between May and August 2024, Turkey announced it was 
unilaterally, and indefinitely, blocking all NATO-Israel cooperation including meetings and joint 
exercises; announced it was severing bilateral trade with Israel; and joined the International Court 
of Justice’s (ICJ) genocide case against Israel. This period of hostility hit an apex when Erdogan 
seemingly threatened, in July 2024, to invade Israel—stating Turkey was willing to “enter” the 
Israel-Hamas conflict as it did in Libya and the South Caucasus.  

https://www.adl.org/adl-global-100-index-antisemitism
https://www.reuters.com/world/biden-administration-throws-support-behind-potential-f-16-sale-turkey-2022-06-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israel-says-restore-full-diplomatic-relations-with-turkey-2022-08-17/
https://apnews.com/article/united-nations-general-assembly-middle-east-israel-turkey-0a900046d22ed473daa4075105ff9025
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/erdogan-says-turkey-israel-take-steps-energy-drilling-soon-media-2023-09-21/
https://www.reuters.com/world/erdogan-says-turkey-will-not-approve-nato-attempts-cooperate-with-israel-2024-07-11/#:%7E:text=Erdogan%20says%20Turkey%20will%20not%20approve%20NATO%20attempts%20to%20cooperate%20with%20Israel,-By%20Reuters&text=ISTANBUL%2C%20July%2012%20(Reuters),partnership%20with%20the%20Israeli%20administration.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-68945380
https://www.politico.eu/article/turkey-south-africa-israel-genocide-international-court-justice/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/erdogan-says-turkey-might-enter-israel-help-palestinians-2024-07-28/
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Now, Turkey is reportedly asking the United States to be readmitted into the U.S. military’s F-35 
acquisition program. This could once again provide Washington with a source of leverage to, at 
least in the near term, seek friendlier Turkish behavior toward Israel.  

However, with the Trump administration seemingly well-disposed toward Erdogan he has, so far, 
felt no need to moderate his hostile rhetoric against Israel. The Trump administration is reportedly 
seriously considering Turkey’s F-35 ask and may loosen other restrictions on U.S.-Turkey defense 
trade. U.S. Special Envoy to the Middle East Steve Witkoff described a March 16 phone call 
between Erdogan and Trump as “transformational,” adding, “a lot of good, positive news [is] 
coming out of Turkey right now as a result of that conversation … I think you’ll see that in the 
reporting in the coming days.” Recent American goodwill gestures also include Trump 
praising Erdogan on March 26 as a “good” leader. In addition, speaking alongside Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on April 7, after being asked about Israel’s opposition to 
Turkish influence in Syria, Trump stated, “I have great relations [with President Erdogan] … 
and I happen to like him,” continuing that “any problem that you have with Turkey, I think I 
can solve. I mean, as long as [Netanyahu is] reasonable.” 

Increasing Potential for Friction in Syria 
Turkey’s barrage of recent anti-Israel threats is especially troubling since December’s regime 
change in Syria created an effective Turkish sphere of influence—including Turkey’s growing 
military presence—in Israel’s backyard, raising the potential for friction. Netanyahu, while 
speaking at the White House on April 7, stated, “we don’t want to see Syria being used by 
anyone, including Turkey, as a base for attack on Israel.” In January, Israel’s Commission to 
Evaluate Force Buildup and the Security Budget—a panel of nine retired Israeli generals, 
including two former national security advisors to the prime minister—warned that the presence 
of Turkish forces in Syria “could intensify the danger of a direct Turkish-Israeli 
confrontation,” and that Turkey’s military footprint in Syria could become a “greater [threat to 
Israel] than that of Iran.”   

Raising the likelihood of Turkish-Israeli conflict, Syria reportedly agreed in early April to allow 
Turkey to establish several bases inside Syrian territory, including at two key strategic sites, the 
T4 airbase near Palmyra and the Menagh airbase—the latter of which Turkish forces are 
reportedly already stationed at—in Syria’s north. Turkey is reportedly contemplating deploying 
advanced air defense systems at these new bases, and is also working towards a defense pact 
with Syria’s new government, reportedly involving Turkey constructing and operating more bases 
in Syria, training the new Syrian military, and using Syrian airspace indefinitely for unspecified 
military purposes. 

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/trump-eyes-lifting-sanctions-potential-sale-prized-fighter-jet-turkey
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/trump-eyes-lifting-sanctions-potential-sale-prized-fighter-jet-turkey
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/turkey-seeking-us-sanctions-relief-warmer-ties-washington-visit-2025-03-25/
https://youtu.be/acvu2LBumGo?t=3225
https://www.ekathimerini.com/politics/foreign-policy/1265174/trump-praises-erdogan-amid-mass-protests-in-turkey/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/full-text-of-trump-netanyahu-in-oval-office-were-having-direct-talks-with-iran/
https://israel-alma.org/syria-turkish-presence-in-military-airports-and-aerial-friction-with-israel/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/10/world/middleeast/syria-turkey-israel-talks.html
https://thehill.com/opinion/international/5076655-is-turkey-a-threat-to-israel/
https://www.ynetnews.com/article/s1snegpt1x
https://www.ynetnews.com/article/s1snegpt1x
https://www.foxnews.com/world/warning-turkey-israel-hits-strategic-targets-syria-amid-rising-tensions
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/syrias-sharaa-discuss-defense-pact-with-turkeys-erdogan-sources-say-2025-02-04/
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Source: Israel Defense Forces, Reuters 

In response, Israel conducted several airstrikes in late March and early April targeting multiple 
Syrian airbases Turkey planned to take over. Reportedly, Israeli officials recently warned Turkish 
counterparts that Turkey’s military deployment in the Palmyra region is a “red line” for Israel.  

Turkey can intentionally or mistakenly interfere with Israeli Air Force (IAF) military operations 
against Iranian proxies in Lebanon, as well as Syria. This represents a real threat to Israel’s 
freedom of action in this critical arena. IAF operations in Lebanon and Syria serve both Israeli and 
U.S. national security interests by: eliminating weapons platforms that Syrian jihadist groups, or 
Syria’s current or future leadership, could employ against Israel; preventing Iran’s smuggling of 
funds and munitions to Hezbollah; neutralizing Hezbollah threats as they arise; forestalling the 
return of Iranian advisors—and attendant expertise—following their precipitous departure; and 
preserving Israel’s freedom of action over Syrian airspace in potential operations targeting Iran’s 
nuclear program.    

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israel-hit-syrian-bases-scoped-by-turkey-hinting-regional-showdown-sources-say-2025-04-04/
https://www.jns.org/israel-turkey-reportedly-hold-talks-in-azerbaijan-over-syria-tensions/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/06/world/middleeast/iran-syria-evacuation.html
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Tragic precedent shows Syria’s airspace can become dangerously contested, particularly given 
the added complications posed by electronic warfare and hard-to-detect stealth fighters. In 2015, 
Turkey accidentally downed a Russian jet over Syria, among other mishaps in Syria’s skies. This 
issue alone should give U.S. leaders pause about providing Turkey F-35s, or even the yet-to-be-
delivered F-16 fighter jets absent restrictions on their geographic use. 

Though Turkey and Israel began deconfliction talks on April 9, such talks may not be fruitful and 
could involve Turkish attempts to strong-arm Israel, particularly without active U.S. engagement. 
On April 10, Turkey’s Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan blustered, “it is unacceptable for Israel to try 
to provoke in Syria by using its expansionist ambitions in the region” and threatened that “we 
won’t just sit and watch.”  
  

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-34912581
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/18/world/middleeast/syria-russian-plane.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/turkey-talks-with-israel-about-deconfliction-syria-when-needed-foreign-minister-2025-04-09/
https://www.newarab.com/news/turkey-mulls-syria-defence-pact-amid-israel-deconfliction-talks

