
71 US Military Leaders Applaud Israel’s Strike 
 and Call for US Support

By striking Iran̓s nuclear facilities, Israel has struck a decisive blow not only for its own existence but for the peace and security of America 
and the world. 
  

As former senior U.S. military officers who have devoted their careers to advancing American security, we applaud Israel̓s efforts and call on 
the U.S. Government to support Israel and ensure its efforts are successful, stand up to Iranian threats of retaliation, and ensure Tehran does 
not rebuild its nuclear program.
  

For three decades, U.S. presidents from both parties have vowed to prevent a nuclear Iran. That is because, as senior U.S. official Steve For three decades, U.S. presidents from both parties have vowed to prevent a nuclear Iran. That is because, as senior U.S. official Steve 
Witkoff put it, “a nuclear Iran poses an existential threat to Israel—and it is also an existential threat to the United States.”
  

From its very inception in 1979, the Islamic Republic of Iran has viewed America and Israel as its preeminent enemies. Iran is responsible for From its very inception in 1979, the Islamic Republic of Iran has viewed America and Israel as its preeminent enemies. Iran is responsible for 
killing and maiming hundreds of American soldiers. It is building missiles that can target the American eastern seaboard with nuclear 
weapons. It has sought to assassinate President Trump, former U.S. officials, and prominent American citizens in our homeland. It seeks the 
destruction of Israel and is the world̓s leading sponsor of terror. 
  

Imagine what additional havoc Iran would wreak protected by a nuclear umbrella, much less the risk that it might use such weapons against 
America, Israel, or other U.S. allies. 
    

Days ago, Iran was perched on the threshold of becoming a nuclear power—capable of producing enough weapons-grade uranium for a 
nuclear bomb in days and enough for a small arsenal in a month. Israel̓s bold action has averted potential disaster and created a new chance 
for a more stable and secure Middle East.
  

Now, the United States must act to seize this opportunity and secure its vital national interests at this critical moment: ensuring that Israel Now, the United States must act to seize this opportunity and secure its vital national interests at this critical moment: ensuring that Israel 
succeed in stopping a nuclear Iran; minimizing the risk of any Iranian attempt to spark a wider regional war; demonstrating to America̓s most 
dangerous adversaries, especially China,  America̓s unwavering resolve to stand by one of its closest partners.
 

This can be achieved by augmenting Israeli air defenses and helping Israel militarily in any way possible. The United States must also leave This can be achieved by augmenting Israeli air defenses and helping Israel militarily in any way possible. The United States must also leave 
Tehran with no doubt that it will risk a severe direct confrontation with the United States should it attempt to escalate the 
conflict—particularly by attacking U.S. troops, U.S. regional partners (Israel and Arab allies), or the free flow of global energy supplies. 
  

To cement Israel̓s success, the United States should join with its international partners to put in place a comprehensive strategy to 
ensure—diplomatically, if at all possible, but by any means necessary—that Iran does not reconstitute its nuclear program. 
  

Israel just prevented a nuclear Iran, for now, advancing a goal that successive American presidents have identified as vital to our national Israel just prevented a nuclear Iran, for now, advancing a goal that successive American presidents have identified as vital to our national 
security. To secure this critical objective, there must now be no daylight between America and Israel. 
 
ADM Edmund P. GiambasƟani, Jr., USN (ret.), 
Vice Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
GEN Frank J. Grass, USA (ret.),
 27th Chief of the NaƟonal Guard Bureau
ADM Jonathan W. Greenert, USN (ret.), 
30th Chief of Naval OperaƟons 
Admiral Jerome Johnson, USN (ret.),Admiral Jerome Johnson, USN (ret.),
Vice Chief of Naval OperaƟons
Gen W.L. Nyland USMC (ret.), 
Assistant Commandant of the Marine Corps 
(ACMC)
Gen Philip M. Breedlove, USAF (ret.), 
Supreme Allied Commander Europe and Supreme Allied Commander Europe and 
Commander, U.S. European Command 
ADM William E. Gortney, USN (ret.), Commander, 
North American Aerospace Defense Command, 
U.S. Northern Command
ADM Timothy J. KeaƟng, USN (ret.), 
Commander, U.S. Pacific Command
GEN James D. Thurman, USA (ret.), GEN James D. Thurman, USA (ret.), Commander, 
United NaƟons Command, ROK-United States 
Combined Forces Command, and U.S. Forces Korea
Gen Charles Wald, USAF (ret.), 
Deputy Commander of U.S. European Command 
(EUCOM) 
Gen Donald G. Cook, USAF (ret.), 
Commander, Air EducaƟon and Training CommandCommander, Air EducaƟon and Training Command
Gen Gilmary Michael Hostage III, USAF (ret.), 
Commander, Air Combat Command 
GEN David Perkins, USA (ret.), 
Commanding General, U.S. Army Training and 
Doctrine Command (TRADOC)
Lt Gen Marcus Anderson, USAF (ret.), 
Air Force Inspector GeneralAir Force Inspector General
LTG Robert Ashley, USA (ret.), 
Director, Defense Intelligence Agency
Lt Gen Thomas Bergeson, USAF (ret.), 
Deputy Commander, U.S. Central Command
VADM John Bird, USN (ret.), 
Commander, U.S. 7th Fleet
LtGen Arthur C. Blades, USMC (ret.), LtGen Arthur C. Blades, USMC (ret.), 
Deputy Chief of Staff for Plans, Policies and 
OperaƟons
LTG H. Steven Blum, USA (ret.), 
Deputy Commander, U.S. Northern Command
Lt Gen Walter E. Buchanan, USAF (ret.), Lt Gen Walter E. Buchanan, USAF (ret.), 
Commander, 9th Air Force and U.S. Central 
Command Air Forces
VADM William Burke, USN (ret.), 
Deputy Chief of Naval OperaƟons, Warfare 
Systems
LtGen Ronald Christmas, USMC (ret.), 
Deputy Chief of Staff for Manpower & Reserve Deputy Chief of Staff for Manpower & Reserve 
Affairs
LtGen Thomas Conant, USMC (ret.), 
Deputy Commander, U.S. Pacific Command
Lt Gen David A. Deptula, USAF (ret.), 
Chief, U.S. Air Force Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance

LtGen George Smith, USMC (ret.),  
Commanding General, I Marine ExpediƟonary Force
VADM Sandy Stosz, USCG (ret.), 
Deputy Commandant for Mission Support
Lt Gen Thomas J. Trask, USAF (ret.), 
Vice Commander, U.S. Special OperaƟons Command Vice Commander, U.S. Special OperaƟons Command 
(USSOCOM)
LtGen Mark Wise, USMC (ret.),  
Deputy Commandant for AviaƟon
Lt Gen John L. Woodward USAF (ret.), 
U.S. Air Force A6 Director Command, Control, U.S. Air Force A6 Director Command, Control, 
CommunicaƟons, Computers and InformaƟon  
Systems
RADM Fred L. Ames, USCG (ret.), 
Assistant Commandant for Human Resources
MGen Joseph Anderson, USMC (ret.), 
Commanding General 1st Marine Air Wing
RADM Paul Becker, USN (ret.), RADM Paul Becker, USN (ret.), 
Director for Intelligence, Joint Staff (J2)
MajGen Mark Clark, USMC (ret.), 
Commanding General Marine Special OperaƟons 
Command (MARSOC)
MajGen Jon Gallineƫ, USMC (ret.), 
Deputy Commander of Marine Forces Command
MajGen Donald R. Gardner, USMC (ret.),MajGen Donald R. Gardner, USMC (ret.),
Commander, III Marine ExpediƟonary Force and 
Commander, 3rd Marine Division
Maj Gen Kenneth Israel, USAF (ret.), 
Assistant Deputy Undersecretary of Defense for 
Airborne Reconnaissance, and Director of the 
Defense Airborne Reconnaissance Office
RADM Steven Kantrowitz, USN (ret.), RADM Steven Kantrowitz, USN (ret.), 
Deputy Commander, Naval Legal Service Command
MajGen Bradley Mark LoƩ, USMC (ret.), 
Deputy Commanding General, Marine Corps Combat 
Development Command
RADM Edward Masso, USNR (ret.), 
Commander, Navy Personnel Command and Deputy Commander, Navy Personnel Command and Deputy 
Chief of Naval Personnel
RADM Bill McDaniel USN (ret.), 
AcƟng Deputy Commander, U.S. Pacific Command
RADM William F. Merlin, USCG (ret.), Commander, 
Eighth Coast Guard District
RADM ScoƩ Sanders, USN (ret.), 
Deputy Director for Reserves, J7, Joint StaffDeputy Director for Reserves, J7, Joint Staff
Maj Gen Lawrence Stutzriem, USAF (ret.), 
Director, Plans, Policy, and Strategy, North American 
Aerospace Defense Command and U.S. Northern 
Command
MajGen Larry Taylor USMCR (ret.), Commanding 
General, 4th Marine AircraŌ Wing
RADM Jeremy D. Taylor, USN (ret.), RADM Jeremy D. Taylor, USN (ret.), 
Director Naval AviaƟon Plans and Requirements, 
Staff of CNO
RDML Mark Milliken, USN (ret.), 
Director, Navy InternaƟonal Programs Office
BGen Michael Mulqueen, USMC (ret.), 
Commander, The U.S. Military Entrance Processing Commander, The U.S. Military Entrance Processing 
Command

Lt Gen Eric Fiel, USAF (ret.), 
Commander, U.S. Air Force Special OperaƟons 
Command
VADM Jeffrey Fowler, USN (ret.), 
60th Superintendent, U.S. Naval Academy
VADM Mark I. Fox, USN (ret.), 
Deputy Commander, U.S. Central CommandDeputy Commander, U.S. Central Command
LTG David Fridovich, USA (ret.), 
Deputy Commander, U.S. Special OperaƟons 
Command (USSOCOM)
LtGen Kenneth Glueck, Jr., USMC (ret.), 
Deputy Commandant, Combat Development and Deputy Commandant, Combat Development and 
IntegraƟon; Commanding General, Marine Corps 
Combat Development Command
Lt Gen Michael Gould, USAF (ret.), 
Superintendent, U.S. Air Force Academy
LtGen Mike Groen, USMC (ret.), 
Director, Joint ArƟficial Intelligence Center (JAIC) 
Lt Gen Joseph Guastella, USAF (ret.), Lt Gen Joseph Guastella, USAF (ret.), 
Deputy Chief of Staff for OperaƟons, Headquarters 
U.S. Air Force
LtGen Earl Hailston, USMC (ret.), 
Commander, U.S. Marine Corps Forces Pacific and 
Commander, U.S. Marine Corps Forces Central 
Command
VADM Robert Harward, USN (ret.), VADM Robert Harward, USN (ret.), 
Deputy Commander, U.S. Central Command
VADM Dennis Jones, USN (ret.), 
Deputy Commander in Chief, U.S. Strategic 
Command
VADM Colin Kilrain, USN (ret.),
Assistant to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Lt Gen Charles May, USAF (ret.), Lt Gen Charles May, USAF (ret.), 
Assistant Vice Chief of Staff
LTG Raymond Mason, USA (ret.), 
Deputy Chief of Staff for LogisƟcs, G4 Army Staff
LtGen Rich Mills, USMC (ret.), 
Commander, Marine Forces Reserve and 
Commander Marine Forces North
VADM John W. Miller, USN (ret.), VADM John W. Miller, USN (ret.), 
Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Central Command
Lt Gen C.D. Moore II, USAF (ret.), 
Commander, Air Force Life Cycle Management 
Center
Lt Gen Charles Moore, USAF (ret.), 
Deputy Commander, U.S. Cyber Command 
Lt Gen Chris Nowland, USAF (ret), Lt Gen Chris Nowland, USAF (ret), 
Deputy Chief of Staff for OperaƟons, Headquarters 
U.S. Air Force
LTG Ray Palumbo, USA (ret.), 
Director for Defense Intelligence.
VADM Carol PoƩenger, USN (ret.), 
Deputy Chief of Staff, Capability Development at Deputy Chief of Staff, Capability Development at 
NATO Allied Command TransformaƟon
LtGen Terry Robling, USMC (ret.), 
Marine Corps Forces Pacific
Lt Gen Mark D. Shackelford, USAF (ret.), 
Military Deputy, Office of the Assistant Secretary of 
the Air Force for AcquisiƟon
VADM Herman A. Shelanski, USN (ret.), VADM Herman A. Shelanski, USN (ret.), 
Naval Inspector General

The Jewish Institute for National Security of America (JINSA) is dedicated to advancing U.S. national security interests in the Middle 
East, of which a critical pillar is a robust U.S.-Israel security relationship. JINSA believes that Israel is the most capable and critical U.S. 
security partner in the 21st century and that a strong America is the best guarantor of Western civilization. JINSA is a non-partisan, 
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