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Since December 28, 2025, protests against the Iranian regime have erupted across Iran in response to 
the country’s economic collapse. JINSA will release daily updates covering the demonstrations as long as 
they continue. The update below reflects information as of January 13, 2026, at 1:00 pm ET. 

Overview 

Overnight, an Iranian official stated that 2,000 people have been killed in the recent protests as 
of January 13. However, Iran International has reported that at least 12,000 have been killed, 
with many of those deaths reported as the country plunged into a nationwide internet outage on 
January 8 and 9. The Human Rights Activists News Agency (HRANA) reported that over 16,700 
others have been detained as of January 13.  

Protests 
⚫ Overnight between January 12 and 13, protests continued in the cities of Tehran, Isfahan, 

Tabriz, Karaj, Meshkan, Ahvaz, Mashhad, Kermanshah, Mahdasht, Izeh, and Shadegan.  

» Protesters chanted “by the end of the week Seyyed Ali [Khamenei] is gone,” “this is the 
last battle – Pahlavi is coming back,” “this is the year of blood Seyyed Ali will be over-
thrown,” “down with Khamenei,” and “shameless, shameless,” as they confronted police. 

» A video from the morning of January 13 showed Iran’s state-owned Melli Bank in Tehran 
was set on fire during an overnight protest.  

» Sources inside Iran told CNN on January 13 that protest activity has declined in Tehran 
compared to previous nights. 

⚫ On January 13, some sources inside Iran reported being able to make international phone 
calls after four days of the government-imposed communication outage. However, the re-
gime continues to impose a nationwide internet ban.  

Regime Retaliation 
⚫ On January 13, Iran International reported that over 12,000 individuals have been killed by 

government forces in a systematic crackdown during the recent protests, with most deaths 
occurring on January 8 and 9.  

» The report alleges that security forces received direct orders to kill protesters from Su-
preme Leader Ali Khamenei.  

» The report also claims that most of the protesters who have been killed are younger than 
30 years old.  

⚫ On January 13, HRANA received an undated video depicting Iranian security forces firing 
into a crowd of protesters in Mashhad. 

https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/iran-news/article-883216
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202601130145
https://apnews.com/article/iran-protests-us-israel-war-nuclear-economy-1b2368e0804676d33d6aa0696815a102
https://x.com/HRANA_English/status/2011008798031249637
https://x.com/Mojahedineng/status/2010814540036857893
https://americancenter.org/2026/01/13/u-s-reviews-iran-strike-options-as-tehran-signals-defiance/#5-eael-table-of-content
https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/iran-protests-trump-01-13-26?post-id=cmkcc387l00003b6o4v9hnccf
https://x.com/Mojahedineng/status/2010820727738429822
https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/iran-protests-trump-01-13-26?post-id=cmkcc387l00003b6o4v9hnccf
https://americancenter.org/2026/01/13/u-s-reviews-iran-strike-options-as-tehran-signals-defiance/#5-eael-table-of-content
https://www.ncr-iran.org/en/ncri-statements/statement-iran-protest/sixteenth-day-of-irans-uprising-marked-by-clashes-between-people-rebellious-youths-and-regime-forces-in-tehran-and-kermanshah/
https://www.ncr-iran.org/en/ncri-statements/statement-iran-protest/sixteenth-day-of-irans-uprising-marked-by-clashes-between-people-rebellious-youths-and-regime-forces-in-tehran-and-kermanshah/
https://www.ncr-iran.org/en/ncri-statements/statement-iran-protest/sixteenth-day-of-irans-uprising-marked-by-clashes-between-people-rebellious-youths-and-regime-forces-in-tehran-and-kermanshah/
https://x.com/Mojahedineng/status/2010977854687711409
https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/iran-protests-trump-01-13-26?post-id=cmkcc387l00003b6o4v9hnccf
https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/iran-protests-trump-01-13-26?post-id=cmkcc387l00003b6o4v9hnccf
https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/iran-protests-trump-01-13-26?post-id=cmkcc387l00003b6o4v9hnccf
https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/iran-protests-trump-01-13-26?post-id=cmkcc387l00003b6o4v9hnccf
https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/iran-protests-trump-01-13-26?post-id=cmkcc387l00003b6o4v9hnccf
https://x.com/Mojahedineng/status/2010820727738429822
https://x.com/HRANA_English/status/2011008798031249637
https://www.newsweek.com/iran-protests-death-toll-trump-tariffs-military-live-updates-11350796
https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/iran-protests-trump-01-13-26?post-id=cmkcc387l00003b6o4v9hnccf&t=1768318843924
https://abcnews.go.com/Technology/wireStory/iranians-make-calls-abroad-internet-access-after-protests-129155256
https://abcnews.go.com/Technology/wireStory/iranians-make-calls-abroad-internet-access-after-protests-129155256
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202601130145
https://x.com/HRANA_English/status/2011008290654670899
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⚫ On January 12, security forces raided homes in Tehran, confiscating satellite dishes and 
CCTV camera footage. 

» The Wall Street Journal later reported that Iranian authorities are jamming Starlink inter-
net access and removing Starlink dishes from people’s homes as citizens look to bypass 
government internet restrictions.  

⚫ On January 12, intelligence forces raided homes in Marivan County and detained over 50 
individuals.  

Regime Responses 
⚫ Overnight, an Iranian official stated that 2,000 people have been killed during the recent pro-

tests. He accused “terrorists” of killing both civilians and security forces.  

⚫ On January 12, Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei warned “American politicians to stop 
their deceit and not rely on traitorous mercenaries,” as several Iranian officials blame for-
eigners for interfering in Iran’s protests.  

U.S. Responses 
⚫ On January 13, President Donald Trump addressed Iranian protesters in a Truth Social post, 

calling on them to “take over your institutions,” and assuring them that “help is on its way.” 

» He also stated that he has “cancelled all meetings with Iranian officials until the sense-
less killing of all protesters stops.”  

⚫ On January 12, Trump announced that countries conducting business with Iran will have to 
pay a 25 percent tariff if they want to carry out any business with the United States.  

International Responses 
⚫ On January 31, digital rights group Filterban announced that Starlink internet subscriptions 

are now free in Iran as the regime continues to implement the nationwide internet outage.  

⚫ On January 13, several European nations summoned their ambassadors to Iran in response 
to the regime’s violence against protesters, including France, Germany, the United Kingdom, 
Denmark, Spain, Finland, the Netherlands, Belgium, Italy, Portugal, and Czechia.  

⚫ On January 13, German Chancellor Friedrich Merz stated that he believes “we are now see-
ing the final days and weeks of this regime” in Iran.  

⚫ On January 13, Russia’s Foreign Ministry released a statement warning of “disastrous con-
sequences” for “those who plan to use externally inspired unrest as a pretext for repeating 
the aggression against Iran committed in June 2025.” The statement comes as Trump con-
templates retaliatory action against Iran’s suppression of protesters.  

https://www.iranintl.com/en/202601126803
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/iran-is-hunting-down-starlink-users-to-stop-protest-videos-from-going-global-d8b49602?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=AWEtsqcYbxCaGV2xPkEgL3cgKPLLyo3Zf59ItwqW7Ic0zTUFE3OUEi3qBRSB&gaa_ts=696687ef&gaa_sig=wtsyfOiELP_JhVSVLoLjBiA0mjfLzOegSCBYkWVHIq8pcd_cjFAiu2LSF2XwQBl52M-yLg8jEbySAR-LsDHqWg%3D%3D
https://x.com/HengawO/status/2010803789016482119
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/iran-news/article-883216
https://apnews.com/article/iran-protests-us-israel-war-nuclear-economy-1b2368e0804676d33d6aa0696815a102
https://truthsocial.com/@realDonaldTrump/posts/115888317758045915
https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/12/business/tariffs-trump-iran
https://x.com/filterbaan/status/2011104870829605267?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2011104870829605267%7Ctwgr%5Ef24591a1e1be2f9cbd57caf7d32cb52cd14928f9%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iranintl.com%2Fen%2Fliveblog%2F202601054803
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-countries-summon-iranian-ambassadors-amid-fresh-calls-for-sanctions/
https://www.barrons.com/news/germany-summons-iranian-ambassador-demands-end-to-protest-crackdown-foreign-ministry-497c580c?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=AWEtsqes-qOcdJzuKHrQ36PyiPH0Xoo_hXhraGySbEzPpsxNrVLN5kzqkpth&gaa_ts=6966766b&gaa_sig=O6jUkW4Y9HKbxCGDLu4aFmpJOm1FJj6Sp0sFzxx9Wb-F3kOp3-6wgdZR0gHA1QDuJwyE9g1l_T7QO6ncl8UrtQ%3D%3D
https://www.barrons.com/news/uk-govt-says-summoned-iran-ambassador-over-protest-crackdown-40188b01?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=AWEtsqckvBJHHyeYGFXVm8bN0cUGv6-7C7UFpgGVNKxluTWYdCDmGEXPYYrq&gaa_ts=69666686&gaa_sig=EHT3t2e10nlkkX_dPYo_Q6WaVOHz5lM-IDVcKX7_26_-n8kCCQ0XpI1GfhV_GWXkDC0ClzvVmvdeGcWND4xyKg%3D%3D
https://cphpost.dk/2026-01-13/news/round-up/denmark-summons-iranian-diplomats-demonstration-today-in-front-of-the-u-s-embassy-in-copenhagen/
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/spain-summons-iranian-ambassador-over-protest-crackdown/3798021
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2026/01/13/finland-summons-iran-envoy-over-deadly-protests-
https://www.dutchnews.nl/2026/01/dutch-summon-iranian-ambassador-over-bloody-repression/
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-countries-summon-iranian-ambassadors-amid-fresh-calls-for-sanctions/
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2011109498422010366
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2011099155050160133
https://www.euractiv.com/news/eu-countries-summon-iranian-ambassadors-amid-fresh-calls-for-sanctions/
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/01/13/iran-protests-inflation-trump-germany-merz.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/russia-slams-us-strike-threats-warns-against-interference-iran-2026-01-13/

