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With the United States and Israel launching joint strikes—Operations Epic Fury and Roaring 
Lion, respectively—against Iranian regime targets and Iran launching retaliatory missile and 
drone attacks against U.S. forces in the region, Israel, and Arab nations, dubbed Operation True 
Promise IV, JINSA will regularly release updates detailing the conflict. The update below in-
cludes information since JINSA’s last update as of March 1 at 11:00 am ET. 

1. Overview 

⚫ U.S. and Israeli strikes continued for a second day, with over 900 strikes during the first 12 
hours alone, while Iran sustained its retaliatory missile campaign against U.S. bases, Israel, 
and Gulf countries, launching roughly 420 missiles across nine countries and ships at sea. 
Iran launched 39 percent for a total of 162 missiles at Israel, 40 percent at the United Arab 
Emirates for a total of 167 missiles, and 11 percent at Qatar for a total of 46 missiles. Iran 
also expanded targeting to maritime traffic, launching attacks against commercial vessels in 
the Strait of Hormuz and the Gulf of Oman. 

⚫ After initial denials, Iran state media confirmed on March 1 that Iranian Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei was killed in a February 28 airstrike. 

⚫ On March 1, President Donald Trump posted on Truth Social that “Iran just stated that they 
are going to hit very hard today, harder than they have ever hit before. THEY BETTER NOT 
DO THAT, HOWEVER, BECAUSE IF THEY DO, WE WILL HIT THEM WITH A FORCE 
THAT HAS NEVER BEEN SEEN BEFORE!” 

» Trump later told CNBC that the operations were moving “ahead of schedule” and added 
that the U.S. operation is for the sake of the entire world, not just American national se-
curity. 

2. U.S. and Israeli Operations 

Day 2 of Operations: March 1 

⚫ Israeli military officials claimed the strikes hit hundreds of targets and were a “joint, broad, 
and powerful operation” with the United States, and that the countries “aimed at a thorough 
strike against the Iranian terror regime and at eliminating existential threats to the State of 
Israel over time.” The operation was reportedly the largest in the history of the Israeli Air 
Force, with 200 fighter aircraft using hundreds of munitions to hit roughly 500 targets. 

⚫ The IDF revealed on March 1 that it conducted over 700 sorties since the war began, 
launching thousands of munitions and achieving air superiority in the area of Tehran. 

⚫ Following the first day of operations, the IDF reported that Israeli Air Force fighter jets had 
dropped more than 1,200 munitions on targets in Iran.  

 

https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/operations-epic-fury-and-roaring-lion-2-28-25-update/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/irans-supreme-leader-khamenei-killed-iranian-state-media-confirm-2026-03-01/
https://x.com/WhiteHouse/status/2027978776814956755
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/03/01/us-iran-live-updates-khamenei-death-trump-gulf-strikes.html?msockid=26a70fe4d50d6b52133519e5d4206a3e
https://x.com/amitsegal/status/2028137654059958314?s=46
https://www.timesofisrael.com/us-and-israel-launch-major-joint-assault-on-iran-trump-indicates-goal-is-to-topple-regime/
https://www.wsj.com/livecoverage/iran-strikes-2026/card/what-to-know-about-the-u-s-iran-conflict-9wNSVzBfP9LdnYCzy6KT?mod=mhp
https://x.com/amitsegal/status/2027791288935059543?s=46
https://t.me/idfofficial/16571
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/air-force-dropped-over-1200-pieces-of-munition-during-iran-strikes-idf-says/
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⚫ Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz said on March 1 that Israel has now attained air superi-
ority above Iran, enabling it to strike sites in Tehran with stand-in munitions, meaning muni-
tions dropped from almost directly above their targets. 

⚫ On March 1, President Trump announced in a Truth Social post that the U.S. military has 
sunk nine Iranian warships, as well as destroyed Iran’s “naval headquarters.”  

» He added mockingly, “other than that, their Navy is doing very well.” 

⚫ The ongoing joint operation has also struck several sites across Iran, including: 

» Regime infrastructure and internal security targets: 

− Tehran Revolutionary Court. 

− IRGC’s Tharallah Headquarters. 

− IRGC’s Vali Asr Barracks. 

− Internal security force’s headquarters. 

» Airpower and air supremacy targets: 

− Mashad Airport. 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/israel-striking-tehran-directly-with-stand-in-munitions-after-gaining-air-superiority-katz-says/
https://x.com/WIONews/status/2028161024881524825
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2028036440714572201?s=20
https://x.com/IAFsite/status/2028119064124530915?s=20
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2028112015223402859?s=20
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-it-destroyed-hq-of-irans-internal-security-forces-amid-assault-on-regime-brass/
https://x.com/JNS_org/status/2028042561479192969?s=20
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− Two Iranian F-4 and F-5 fighter jets waiting to take off from Tabriz Airport. 

− Iranian aerial defense systems. 

» Ballistic missile infrastructure: 

− Missile launchers and related command posts. 

− A facility in the Qom area used to store “H-1” Ghadr missiles. 

» Naval targets: 

− A Jamaran-class Iranian corvette, reportedly sinking at a pier in Chah Bahar in the 
Gulf of Oman. 

» Additional unspecified strike locations: 

− Sites in Bandar Abbas, Bushehr, Chabahar, Ilam, Isfahan, Kermanshah, Kharg, 
Parchin, Qom, Shiraz, Tabriz, and Tehran, according to Israel’s N12 outlet. 

⚫ U.S. Central Command announced that its forces had successfully intercepted hundreds of 
Iranian missile and drone attacks. 

Day 1 of Operations: February 28 

⚫ A senior U.S. official confirmed that the United States, during the first 12 hours of Operation 
Epic Fury, carried out 900 strikes against Iranian targets. The Israeli military also confirmed 
that 200 of its jets hit nearly 500 targets in Iran on the first day of the operation.  

» Among the confirmed U.S. assets used were one-way attack drones, Tomahawk cruise 
missiles, F/A-18 Super Hornet and F-35 fighter jets and, according to media reports, at 
least four B-2 Spirit stealth bombers.  

⚫ Joint U.S.-Israeli strikes killed at least 40 Iranian military and political leaders, including: 

» Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 

− Both President Donald Trump and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu con-
firmed his death, with Trump writing in a social media post that “Khamenei, one of 
the most evil people in History, is dead.”  

− Iranian state media also announced Khameini’s death, stating the former Supreme 
Leader was killed at his compound in Tehran. In response to the assassination, Iran’s 
cabinet declared 40 days of national mourning.  

− After news of Khamenei’s death broke, Iranians across the country and abroad cele-
brated, while mourners also filled Tehran’s Imam Khomeini Square and Enghelab 
Square.  

− According to the New York Times, shortly before launching the joint strikes on Iran, 
the United States and Israel adjusted the timing of operations after U.S. intelligence 
determined Khamenei would attend a meeting of senior officials at a leadership com-
pound in central Tehran.  

» Minister of Defense Aziz Nasirzadeh 

» Iran’s Armed Forces Chief of Staff Abdolrahim Mousavi 

− According to Israeli military sources cited by Israel’s Walla News, Mousavi’s death 
leaves Iran’s air defense system without its top manager and the Iranian military’s 
premier air defense expert. Defense sources cited by Walla News also claim that his 
killing has left both Iran’s conventional Armed Forces (Artesh) and the Islamic Revo-
lutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) in a state of disarray.  

» Chief of Military Bureau Mohammad Shirazi 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-it-destroyed-2-iranian-fighter-jets-ready-for-takeoff/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-it-completed-wave-of-strikes-targeting-strategic-iranian-air-defenses/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-latest-wave-of-strikes-in-iran-targeted-ballistic-missile-and-air-defense-systems/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-it-has-struck-another-series-of-missile-launcher-sites-in-iran/
https://x.com/CENTCOM/status/2028115452036022614?s=20
https://www.mako.co.il/news-specials/data_n12/Article-42dc9c9ee73ac91026.htm
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202602286594
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/trump-official-us-carried-out-900-strikes-during-first-12-hours-of-operation-epic-fury-against-iran/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2026/02/28/us-confirms-first-combat-use-of-lucas-one-way-attack-drone-in-iran-strikes/
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/us-deploys-suicide-drones-tomahawk-missiles-iran-strikes-2026-03-01/
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/us-deploys-suicide-drones-tomahawk-missiles-iran-strikes-2026-03-01/
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/us-deploys-suicide-drones-tomahawk-missiles-iran-strikes-2026-03-01/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/us-said-to-use-b-2-bombers-in-recent-iran-strikes-same-type-of-aircraft-used-in-june-operation/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-40-iranian-commanders-killed-in-opening-strikes/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/trump-says-evil-khamenei-is-dead/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/iran-state-media-announces-40-days-of-mourning-for-khamenei-confirms-he-was-killed-at-his-tehran-compound/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/iran-state-media-announces-40-days-of-mourning-for-khamenei-confirms-he-was-killed-at-his-tehran-compound/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/some-iranians-celebrate-after-trump-says-khamenei-was-killed-witnesses-say/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/some-iranians-celebrate-after-trump-says-khamenei-was-killed-witnesses-say/
https://www.wsj.com/livecoverage/iran-strikes-2026/card/khamenei-supporters-mourn-his-death-5KUu1volMAhABlPFn55C?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=AWEtsqdNSKBVo7C4K4JU-bRtGAwYLtQWcFb30FNRVRchZERpvP2yHPZYtLz-7ELc9vM%3D&gaa_ts=69a46b3f&gaa_sig=tPxMlUr3SlPUEk62yTnuYeV9qoy2exjZN_GRaZ5zfYY5dzblRZtgZxqaKxu53HbC3nDHmeCVfy04jhsKnsivsQ%3D%3D
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/01/us/politics/cia-israel-ayatollah-compound.html
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-confirms-killing-top-iranian-leaders-including-top-defense-official-ali-shamkhani/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/iranian-armed-forces-chief-of-staff-abdolrahim-mousavi-killed-iran-tv-says/
https://news.walla.co.il/item/3820507
https://news.walla.co.il/item/3820507
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-confirms-killing-top-iranian-leaders-including-top-defense-official-ali-shamkhani/
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» Secretary of the National Security Council Ali Shamkhani 

» Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) Chief Mohammad Pakpour 

− In response to his death, Iran appointed Ahmad Vahidi as the new Commander of 
the IRGC.  

» Organization of Defensive Innovation and Research Chairman Hossein Jabal Amelian 

» Former SPND Chairman Reza Mozafari-Nia 

» Khatem Alanbieh Command Intelligence Chief Saleh Azadi 

» Intelligence Ministry Chief of Staff Seid Yahiya Hamedi 

» Intelligence Ministry Counterintelligence Chief Jalal Pour Hossein 

» Head of Counterterrorism Ali Khorandish 

» Former Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 

U.S. Rationale and Policy Objectives 

⚫ The U.S. objectives in Operation Epic Fury, according to U.S. Ambassador to the United Na-
tions Michael Waltz, include dismantling the regime’s missile capabilities; interfering with its 
ability to arm its proxies; degrading its naval assets; and ensuring that the regime cannot ob-
tain nuclear weapons capability.  

» Israeli Ambassador to the United Nations Danny Danon stated that Israel, for its part, 
acted to stop “an existential threat before it became irreversible,” stressing that Israel did 
not act on impulse or out of aggression. 

⚫ Iran had refused to comply with international nuclear obligations, with a senior U.S. official 
claiming that while the United States offered the regime “free nuclear fuel forever…it was 
very clear that the intent for them was to preserve their ability to do enrichment, so that over 
time, they could use it for a nuclear bomb.”  

⚫ Contributing to the urgency of launching Operation Epic Fury were recent American intelli-
gence estimates that if the United States “sat back and waited to get hit first, the amount of 
casualties and damage would be substantially higher than if we acted in a preemptive, de-
fensive way to prevent those launches from occurring,” according to an unnamed senior 
U.S. official quoted by The Times of Israel.  

» The official added that Iran’s short-range ballistic missile arsenal presented “an intolera-
ble risk” to U.S. personnel at locations across the Middle East. 

⚫ Over the past few months, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman called Trump sev-
eral times, urging the United States to attack Iran, according to the Washington Post. Relat-
edly, Netanyahu and Trump began plans for the operation in December, per Axios. 

⚫ Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu released a video on X in Persian, telling Iranians, 
“Now is the time to unite your forces to overthrow the regime and secure your future.” 

3. Iranian Operations 

⚫ Iran’s military retaliated against the joint operation, launching missile and drone attacks tar-
geting: 

» The American aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln, but failed to hit the ship; 

− No U.S. Navy ships have been struck, and the fleet remains fully operational; and 
damage to U.S. installations is minimal and has not impacted operations. 

» Cities across Israel, including: 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-confirms-killing-top-iranian-leaders-including-top-defense-official-ali-shamkhani/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-confirms-killing-top-iranian-leaders-including-top-defense-official-ali-shamkhani/
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202603010960
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-confirms-killing-top-iranian-leaders-including-top-defense-official-ali-shamkhani/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-confirms-killing-top-iranian-leaders-including-top-defense-official-ali-shamkhani/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-confirms-killing-top-iranian-leaders-including-top-defense-official-ali-shamkhani/
https://www.turkiyetoday.com/region/us-israeli-strikes-kill-top-iranian-intelligence-commanders-paralyze-spy-agency-3215334?s=1
https://www.turkiyetoday.com/region/us-israeli-strikes-kill-top-iranian-intelligence-commanders-paralyze-spy-agency-3215334?s=1
https://www.turkiyetoday.com/region/us-israeli-strikes-kill-top-iranian-intelligence-commanders-paralyze-spy-agency-3215334?s=1
https://www.ynetnews.com/article/bwf8trevv
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/us-envoy-to-security-council-strikes-aimed-at-dismantling-irans-missile-program-navy-machinery-arming-proxies/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/israels-un-envoy-we-acted-to-stop-an-existential-threat-before-it-became-irreversible/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/us-official-we-offered-iran-free-nuclear-fuel-forever-but-they-refused-they-wanted-enrichment-for-a-nuclear-bomb/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/top-us-official-iran-planned-to-preemptively-launch-missiles-trump-was-forced-to-act/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/top-us-official-iran-planned-to-preemptively-launch-missiles-trump-was-forced-to-act/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2026/02/28/trump-iran-decision-saudi-arabia-israel/
https://www.axios.com/2026/03/01/trump-iran-war-attack-behind-scenes?stream=top.
https://x.com/netanyahu/status/2028032267931557987
https://x.com/AmitSegal/status/2028105730415346069?s=20
https://x.com/CENTCOM/status/2028124242273767557?s=20
https://x.com/CENTCOM/status/2027868060217192498
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− Tel Aviv, where a missile hit a residential area; 

− Beit Shemesh, near Jerusalem, where a ballistic missile struck a residential area, 
with a direct hit on a public shelter, and near Highway 38; 

− Jerusalem, where an Iranian warhead struck less than a kilometer from Temple 
Mount; 

− Eilat, where drone infiltration alerts sounded after the Israeli military reported around 
a dozen hostile aircraft flying towards the country;  

− Additional sites across northern and southern Israel, where, according to the IDF, 
three drones were intercepted. In total, over 50 Iranian unmanned aerial vehicles tar-
geting Israel have been intercepted since the war’s outbreak.  

» The United Arab Emirates; 

− The Emirati government announced that it has detected at least 165 ballistic missiles 
in its airspace. Its forces have destroyed 152 and intercepted two cruise missiles. Ad-
ditionally, 541 Iranian drones were detected over Emirati skies, 506 of which its 
forces intercepted. 

− In particular, Iran has targeted the Emirati city of Dubai.  

➢ One Iranian strike targeted the Dubai Airport, injuring four employ-
ees, while another attacked the Dubai Fairmont Palm hotel.  

➢ Drone debris caused a fire at the Burj Al Arab hotel on the Palm 
Jumeirah man-made island. 

➢ Debris from an interception caused a fire at the Jebel-Ali port, 
which hosts American warships. 

− Abu Dhabi: 

➢ Debris from an intercepted drone damaged a complex in Abu 
Dhabi that served as the location for multiple international mis-
sions, including the Israeli embassy. 

➢ A drone struck the Zayed International Airport, killing one person 
and injuring seven others. 

» Kuwait; 

− A drone struck a passenger terminal at Kuwait International Airport, causing minor 
damage and injuring several workers. 

− A second drone was downed and crashed in Bnaider on the coast without causing 
injuries.  

» Bahrain, where 300 British personnel were within 200 meters of an Iranian missile and 
drone strike on the U.S. Naval Support Activity Bahrain base; 

− No casualties were reported in the strike, according to The Guardian. 

» Oman’s Duqm commercial port, injuring one; 

− Two Iranian drones struck the port, with debris from one of the drones falling near 
fuel tanks.  

» Saudi Arabia, where Iranian missiles en route to Riyadh’s international airport and the 
Prince Sultan Airbase, which hosts U.S. troops, were intercepted. 

» Commercial vessels in or near the Persian Gulf, including: 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/woman-killed-dozens-injured-as-iranian-missile-strikes-tel-aviv-residential-block/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/nine-people-killed-in-iranian-missile-strike-on-residential-area-in-beit-shemesh/
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/israel-security/2026-03-01/ty-article/.premium/at-least-five-killed-after-iranian-missile-hits-central-israeli-city/0000019c-a962-d4dd-a9df-bbe250410000
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-888332
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/iranian-missile-warhead-struck-less-than-a-kilometer-from-temple-mount/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/suspected-drone-infiltration-alert-sounds-in-eilat/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-3-drones-launched-from-iran-downed-over-northern-southern-israel/
https://t.me/idfofficial/16571
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/gulf/2026/03/01/three-dead-58-injured-in-uae-since-start-of-iran-strikes-defense-ministry
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/uae-authorities-confirm-dubai-airport-hit-by-iran-counterstrikes-4-staffers-wounded/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/fiery-explosions-rock-gulf-as-iran-attacks-arab-neighbors-over-us-israeli-strikes/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/fiery-explosions-rock-gulf-as-iran-attacks-arab-neighbors-over-us-israeli-strikes/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/several-loud-blasts-heard-over-dubai-doha-second-day-witnesses-say-2026-03-01/
https://www.wsj.com/livecoverage/iran-strikes-2026/card/abu-dhabi-says-its-international-airport-was-hit-by-drone-HOKF5B6nOhmEmUrVm2Oq?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=AWEtsqceqBbtu8dFH8_VYV9DKByUBUrG2st3tGLW11OZ9_7uCCyHl8ZtvUSaaTHKbms%3D&gaa_ts=69a45cd8&gaa_sig=qZlxf2FKdwbkBRn8i6FGY-9LFVH67uB9g4Hqa8n4_6MI0mTVD1purzrdRZ5lmFpJdRf-RIJ1bfIOdj2LspJA1w%3D%3D
https://www.wsj.com/livecoverage/iran-strikes-2026/card/drone-attack-causes-damage-panic-at-kuwait-airport-GjmmBnex7j6G69nMUfSR?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=AWEtsqfPKepymE5iGNk8JMYs3kAu1rGeNG8rDakSHMHiSgWGGpt0N6G76VB1NWdnI98%3D&gaa_ts=69a4731f&gaa_sig=gM-BGPPjBD7xyzvO6Hfb3Amv2tSHQG_RyztiwYWZv_QLxat3kl05Kp-GM3UpVYWuQqsz855I9CklC2ENIV0yWg%3D%3D
https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/israel-iran-attack-02-28-26-hnk-intl?post-id=cmm7fbzf500003b6qsjufo8oj
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/mar/01/iran-missile-strikes-bahrain-iraq-uk-military-personnel-middle-east
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/mar/01/iran-missile-strikes-bahrain-iraq-uk-military-personnel-middle-east
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/omans-commercial-port-hit-by-two-drones-one-injured-says-state-news-agency/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/omans-commercial-port-hit-by-two-drones-one-injured-says-state-news-agency/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/saudi-arabia-intercepts-missile-attacks-on-airport-base-report/
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− The Palau-flagged Skylight oil tanker near the coast of Oman, injuring four. The 
tanker’s 20-person crew was successfully evacuated.  

− A vessel 17 nautical miles northwest of Mina Saqr in the emirate of Ras Al Khaimah 
in the United Arab Emirates. The impact from an unknown projectile caused a fire 
that was later extinguished, allowing the vessel to continue its voyage.  

− In addition, the IRGC has reportedly sent vessels radio transmissions stating that “no 
ship is allowed to pass the Strait of Hormuz,” according to the European Union’s na-
val mission Aspides. 

− The Marshall Islands-flagged MKD VYOM crude oil tanker was struck by an un-
known munition off the coast of Oman. 

» Iranian missiles were “fired in the direction of Cyprus,” according to UK defense secre-
tary John Healey, who stated the missiles were not likely targeting Cyprus. 

⚫ IRGC units reportedly clashed with the Iranian Kurdish opposition group, the Kurdistan Na-
tional Army (SMK)—the armed wing of the Kurdistan Freedom Party (PAK)—in Kerman-
shah. 

» The IRGC also launched three missiles toward an SMK base near Ebril, Iraq, which 
were reportedly intercepted. 

4. Casualties of Iranian Operations 

⚫ U.S. Central Command stated as of 9:30 AM E.T. on March 1 that three U.S. servicemem-
bers were killed in action with five seriously wounded. 

⚫ At least 12 Israelis have been killed thus far in the war. 

» An Iranian strike killed at least 9 individuals in the city of Beit Shemesh. 

» Multiple Iranian strikes on Tel Aviv killed one person and injured at least 27 other individ-
uals. 

⚫ So far, the attacks in total have killed three individuals and injured 58 in the UAE.  

⚫ Iranian strikes on Kuwait killed one person and hurt 32 others. 

⚫ Three people were wounded in Iranian strikes on Bahrain. 

5. Threats and Condemnation from Iranian Officials 

⚫ Following the announcement of Khamenei’s assassination, the IRGC threatened that “the 
hand of revenge of the Iranian nation for a severe, decisive and regrettable punishment for 
the murderers of the Imam of the Ummah will not let go of them.” 

⚫ Ali Larijani, Secretary of the Supreme National Security Council of Iran, posted on X, “The 
brave soldiers and the great nation of Iran will deliver an unforgettable lesson to the hellish 
international oppressors.” 

⚫ Iran’s UN Envoy Amir Saeid Iravani stated, “The number of innocent civilians continues to 
rise. This is not only an act of aggression; it is a war crime and a crime against humanity.”  

6. International Response 

⚫ Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan condemned both U.S.-Israeli strikes on Iran as well 
as Iran’s attacks on Gulf States, stating that the latter is "unacceptable, regardless of the cir-
cumstances."  

⚫ Russian President Vladimir Putin referred to Khamenei’s assassination as a “cynical viola-
tion of all norms of human morality and international law.” 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/oil-tanker-attacked-near-the-coast-of-oman/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/oil-tanker-attacked-near-the-coast-of-oman/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/vessel-struck-by-unknown-projectile-northwest-of-uaes-mina-saqr-maritime-security-agency/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/vessel-struck-by-unknown-projectile-northwest-of-uaes-mina-saqr-maritime-security-agency/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/irans-revolutionary-guards-tell-ships-passage-through-strait-hormuz-not-allowed-2026-02-28/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-03-01/oman-says-oil-tanker-targeted-off-its-north-coast
https://english.aawsat.com/world/5246124-uk-says-missiles-fired-%E2%80%98direction-cyprus%E2%80%99-during-iran-conflict
https://x.com/PAKenglishh/status/2027870355696615449?s=20
https://x.com/PAKenglishh/status/2027812383381422348?s=20
https://x.com/CENTCOM/status/2028120499964805297
https://jewishinsider.com/2026/03/iran-war-update-missile-strikes-israel-casualties/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/death-toll-in-beit-shemesh-missile-impact-rises-to-9/
https://www.wsj.com/livecoverage/iran-strikes-2026/card/first-death-in-israel-confirmed-27-injured-in-iranian-strikes-on-tel-aviv-WJtXszhomCzUthb0SDsF?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=AWEtsqeYs-NSM9soTfEoxieBxIGLO5W3zzqPp8ZBf3TauNwPZQ90Ts_CwplKN9hx4w%3D%3D&gaa_ts=69a471e3&gaa_sig=YyQozhQJEIajagEI1QpucGdH8otH4-4wCjks2twDNDNhUPuYCCL5WzPiYGyvRU29RrxX_EO6_UGEMR_rdXbJWQ%3D%3D
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/gulf/2026/03/01/three-dead-58-injured-in-uae-since-start-of-iran-strikes-defense-ministry
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/iran-news/article-888390
https://www.bna.bh/en/GovernmentHospitalsThreeminorinjuriestreatedanddischargedfourthcaseunderobservation.aspx?cms=q8FmFJgiscL2fwIzON1%2BDpIoxEOZTvB3KRqgAGv215w%3D
https://www.barrons.com/news/music-mourning-as-iran-s-khamenei-is-killed-34bf033b?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=AWEtsqfQSUF8PjBA0h2VmuhEelehpMFdn_wRd4mdoIx2YKdRKLIR27qRCc_C0XsY3A%3D%3D&gaa_ts=69a47b72&gaa_sig=htolSjrx2541U4tFtsoptki87Z3XfrEY6OZfxpRZHw5hwg3p6vzQXQlFMbAlqEAoiZWkaM-hUeu6GRqpgF9UWQ%3D%3D
https://x.com/alilarijani_ir/status/2027826860625731732
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/irans-un-envoy-claims-israel-us-targeted-civilians-slams-atrocious-crimes/
https://www.iletisim.gov.tr/english/haberler/detay/statement-by-president-recep-tayyip-erdogan-on-iran-and-developments-in-the-region
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/putin-calls-the-killing-of-khamenei-a-cynical-murder/
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⚫ Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi said that the U.S.-Israeli strikes were “unacceptable” and 
condemned the “blatant killing of a sovereign leader and the incitement of regime change.” 

⚫ The UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs issued a statement in which it “condemned and de-
nounced in the strongest terms the blatant Iranian missile attacks that targeted the UAE and 
several brotherly nations in the region.” 

⚫ In support of the Iranian regime, Lebanese Hezbollah declared that its fighters would “under-
take [its] duty of confronting the aggression” posed by the United States and Israel. 

⚫ Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney announced that “Canada supports the United States 
acting to prevent Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon and to prevent its regime from fur-
ther threatening international peace and security.” 

⚫ Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese said in a statement that “We support the United 
States acting to prevent Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon and to prevent Iran from con-
tinuing to threaten international peace and security.”  

⚫ In response to the joint U.S.-Israeli strikes, 9 people were killed after hundreds of pro-Islamic 
Republic protesters tried to storm the U.S. Consulate in Karachi, Pakistan.  

⚫ After reports emerged of Khamenei’s assassination, hundreds of protesters in Iraq tried to 
storm Baghdad’s fortified Green Zone, which includes the U.S. embassy.  

⚫ Exiled Iranian Crown Prince and son of the former Shah, Reza Pahlavi, celebrated the death 
of Khamenei, writing on X that “the Islamic Republic has in effect reached its end and will 
very soon be consigned to the dustbin of history.” 

⚫ EU Foreign Police Chief Kaja Kallas posted on X that “The death of Ali Khamenei is a defin-
ing moment in Iran’s history,” adding that “there is now an open path to a different Iran, one 
that its people may have greater freedom to shape.” Ursula von der Leyen, President of the 
EU Commission, wrote on X, “With Khamenei gone, there is renewed hope for the people of 
Iran.” 

⚫ The E3—France, Germany, and Great Britain—remarked, in a joint statement, that they 
“condemn Iranian attacks on countries in the region in the strongest terms” and called for 
negotiations to resume.   

7. Charts and Trends 

⚫ After peaking during the afternoon of February 28, Iran's attack pattern shifted from sus-
tained Israel barrages to a concentrated overnight UAE assault, with overall intensity declin-
ing sharply by March 1 morning, according to JINSA’s initial assessment. 

» Israel faced sustained waves throughout, with 11 waves in the afternoon and nine in the 
evening, showing persistent targeting. 

» The UAE saw a surge overnight into March 1, with six separate attack waves during the 
overnight period, more than any other country during that phase. 

» The number of Iranian missile attacks declined sharply by March 1 in the afternoon, with 
only three waves total, likely indicating either degradation of its launchers, stockpile, and 
command-and-control. 

https://edition.cnn.com/world/live-news/israel-iran-attack-02-28-26-hnk-intl?t=1772361878878
https://www.mofa.gov.ae/en/mediahub/news/2026/2/28/uae-iran
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/lebanons-hezbollah-vows-to-confront-aggression-of-us-israel/
https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/news/statements/2026/02/28/statement-prime-minister-carney-and-minister-anand-situation-middle-east
https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/penny-wong/media-release/statement-iran
https://apnews.com/article/pakistan-protesters-attacked-us-consulate-karachi-iran-a3cc0c3c6f126cc54a657f61d312a203
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/protesters-try-to-storm-baghdad-zone-housing-us-embassy/
https://x.com/PahlaviReza/status/2027870683339035003?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2027870683339035003%7Ctwgr%5Ebff40afd3d536bfb8eafec9b311fd3adec435722%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesofisrael.com%2Fliveblog_entry%2Fson-of-irans-last-shah-after-khameneis-death-islamic-republic-to-soon-be-consigned-to-the-dustbin-of-history%2F
https://x.com/kajakallas/status/2028059166825230338
https://x.com/vonderleyen/status/2028064216691703936
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/aktuelles/pressemitteilungen/e3-joint-leaders-statement-on-iran--2409132


 JINSA Operations Epic Fury and Roaring Lion: 3/1/26 Update 8 

 

 
» Iran launched roughly 420 missiles across nine countries and the maritime domain since 

the start of the war, with 39 percent of Iranian missile fire targeting Israel and 40 percent 
against the UAE. 

− Iran launched at least 162 missiles at Israel and 167 missiles targeting the UAE. 

− Since the evening of February 28, the number of Iranian missiles targeting Israel 
dropped sharply from 58 missiles to 29 in the late evening to just 12 so far on March 
1, while fire against the UAE intensified from 40 missiles in late evening, followed by 
63 on March 1.  

 

 
» However, Iran also demonstrated that any projectile attack could have devastating ef-

fects. Iranian drones in particular have struck targets in the Gulf and, occasionally, in Is-
rael. The late evening on February 28 was the most destructive period with 10 confirmed 
missile and drone hits across 3 countries, resulting in multiple fatalities, including the 
deaths of at least three U.S. service members. 
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8. JINSA Resources 

⚫ Jonathan Ruhe and Ari Cicurel, U.S.-Israel Joint Operations Against Iran’s Regime, Febru-
ary 28, 2026 

⚫ Jonathan Ruhe and Ari Cicurel, Israel: America’s Third Aircraft Carrier in the Middle East, 
February 25, 2026 

⚫ Jonathan Ruhe and Ari Cicurel, Iran’s Evolving Missile and Drone Threat, February 20, 2026 

⚫ Lt Gen Thomas Bergeson, USAF (ret.), LTG Karen Gibson, USA (ret.), and Lt Gen Sam 
Mundy, USMC (ret.), “Any Action Against Iran Needs to Account for the Proxies,” Breaking 
Defense, February 19, 2026 

⚫ Jonathan Ruhe and Yoni Tobin, “Iran Has Teeth. Can America Extract Them?”, JNS, Febru-
ary 12, 2026 

⚫ IDF MG (ret.) Yaakov Amidror, VADM Robert Harward, USN (ret.), Lt Gen Charles Moore, 
USAF (ret.), and Blaise Misztal, “Webinar: How Should the United States Respond to Iranian 
Protests?, January 15, 2026 

⚫ Gen Charles Wald, USAF (ret.), VADM Mark Fox, USN (ret.), and LTG Robert Ashley, USA 
(ret.), Operation Rising Lion: Insights from Israel’s 12-Day War Against Iran, November 20, 
2025 

⚫ Ari Cicurel, Shielded by Fire: Middle East Air Defense During the June 2025 Israel-Iran War, 
August 21, 2025 

https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/u-s-israel-joint-operations-against-irans-regime/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/israel-americas-third-aircraft-carrier-in-the-middle-east/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/irans-evolving-missile-and-drone-threat/
https://jinsa.org/any-action-against-iran-needs-to-account-for-the-proxies/
https://www.jns.org/iran-has-teeth-can-america-extract-them/
https://jinsa.org/watch-webinar-how-should-the-u-s-respond-to-iranian-protests/
https://jinsa.org/watch-webinar-how-should-the-u-s-respond-to-iranian-protests/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/insights-from-12-day-war/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/rising-lion-air-defense/

