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With the United States and Israel launching a joint campaign—Operations Epic Fury and Roar-
ing Lion, respectively—against Iranian regime targets and Iran launching retaliatory missile and 
drone attacks against U.S. forces in the region, Israel, and Arab nations—dubbed Operation 
True Promise IV—JINSA will regularly release updates detailing the conflict. The update below 
includes information since JINSA’s last update as of March 15 at 12:00 pm ET. 

1. Overview 

⚫ Iran continues to launch far fewer missiles than it did during the opening days of the war, but 
overnight Iran sharply escalated its attacks against Israel, firing roughly 15 missiles at Israel 
across seven waves, with most attacks occurring roughly 90 minutes apart. 

» Most of Iran’s attacks so far on March 15 have targeted Israel, marking the first time that 
this has been the case since the war began. 

» Over the weekend, Iran continued a trend of increasing reliance on cluster warheads 
against Israel, enabling it to disperse submunitions at high altitudes that led to an in-
creasing number of hits on populated areas. 

» Iranian missile fire increased slightly on March 14, with 29 missiles fired, a 12 percent 
increase from 26 on March 13. So far on March 15, Iran has fired roughly 15 missiles 
against Israel. 

» Iran has launched roughly 2,800 drones, 1,247 ballistic missiles, and 28 cruise missiles 
since the war began, according to JINSA data. 

⚫ The Wall Street Journal reported on March 14, citing multiple U.S. officials, that President 
Donald Trump has no plans to end the U.S. campaign and that the war will likely continue 
for several weeks, if not months. 

» The Trump administration has also rebuffed Middle Eastern partners’ attempts to enter 
ceasefire negotiations with Iran, according to three sources who spoke with The Times 
of Israel.  

⚫ According to IDF estimates shared with Israel’s Walla News, Iran now has fewer than 150 
operable launchers that can stage ballistic missile attacks against Israel. Iran is also at-
tempting fewer launches because it fears the signatures being detected and the launchers 
being eliminated.  

⚫ Israeli officials have denied a Semafor report citing a U.S. official as claiming Israel is run-
ning critically low on ballistic missile interceptors. An Israeli official later stated to The Times 
of Israel, “we prepared for a prolonged conflict,” while Israel Hayom reported, citing Israeli 

https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/operations-epic-fury-and-roaring-lion-3-13-26-update/
https://www.wsj.com/politics/national-security/iran-oil-hormuz-blockade-trump-f96bdd53
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/trump-rebuffed-ceasefire-talks-while-iran-demanding-halt-to-strikes-before-any-truce-sources/
https://news.walla.co.il/item/3823701
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-has-no-shortage-of-interceptors-says-military-official/
https://www.semafor.com/article/03/14/2026/israel-is-running-critically-low-on-interceptors-us-officials-say
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-has-no-shortage-of-interceptors-says-military-official/
https://www.israelhayom.com/2026/03/15/israel-denies-interceptor-shortage-iran-disinformation/
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officials, that Israel “has a sufficient number of interceptor missiles of all types — the stock-
pile is continuously replenished through round-the-clock production.” 

» A U.S. official who spoke with Semafor indicated Israel’s low interceptor stocks are 
“something we expected and anticipated” and that U.S. interceptor stocks are not run-
ning low, claiming “we have all that we need to protect our bases and our personnel in 
the region and our interests.” 

» The Semafor article claimed that Israeli officials are “coming up with solutions to ad-
dress” the problem and that Iran’s use of cluster munitions “may exacerbate the deple-
tion of the stock.” 

− Since successfully intercepting cluster munitions requires neutralizing warheads be-
fore they disperse, Israel must rely on its longer-range air defenses, in particular Ar-
row-3, which can defeat threats outside the earth’s atmosphere. A rise in cluster mu-
nition hits and missile shrapnel landing in Israel, even after being intercepted, could 
suggest Israel is running low or conserving Arrow-3 interceptors specifically, even if it 
has sufficient stocks of other air defenses. 

» Israel’s public radio network Kan Reshet Bet also indicated that the United States has 
sent additional shipments of munitions to Israel in recent days. The report did not indi-
cate the amount or types of weapons. 

» Over the weekend, Israel’s government reportedly approved an emergency allocation of 
$836 million to acquire new armaments and spare parts. 

⚫ After previously announcing that Iran’s new supreme leader, Mojtaba Khamenei, was physi-
cally “damaged” by injuries from an airstrike during the war’s opening days, President Trump 
revealed on March 14 that he is unsure that Khamenei is “even alive.”  

⚫ A senior Israeli official told The Times of Israel that he sees “signs of cracks” within the Ira-
nian government and that the U.S. and Israeli militaries “are creating the conditions” for its 
collapse. However, he noted that “at the end of the day, it’s up to the Iranian people” to ulti-
mately overthrow the regime. 

⚫ Israel is reportedly gearing up for a major ground invasion to seize virtually all of Lebanon 
south of the Litani River and destroy all Hezbollah installations in that area. The operation 
would, according to reports, involve a larger number of ground troops than Israel’s 2024 
ground operations inside Lebanon. 

⚫ Former Israeli Minister for Strategic Affairs Ron Dermer, who is rumored to have rejoined the 
Israeli government to lead Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s Lebanon file, re-
cently met with Saudi officials in Saudi Arabia to explore a ceasefire agreement with Leba-
non’s government.  

» The United States and France are also interested in building a new Israel-Lebanon rela-
tionship after the current conflict, with Beirut’s government showing an interest in holding 
direct talks with Jerusalem in a third country.  

» France has reportedly put forth a draft agreement with the aim of quickly brokering a dip-
lomatic arrangement, although the French foreign ministry denied the existence of such 
a plan. Axios reported on March 14 that the proposal requires the Lebanese government 
to recognize the state of Israel. 

2. U.S. and Israeli Operations 

⚫ President Trump is not planning to end the U.S. campaign against Iran anytime soon, ac-
cording to an article from The Wall Street Journal citing multiple U.S. officials. 

» The Iran war will likely last for at least several more weeks, and perhaps much longer, 
U.S. officials told the Journal.  

https://www.i24news.tv/en/news/israel/defense/artc-us-sends-additional-arms-to-israel-to-sustain-iran-operations-report
https://news.walla.co.il/item/3823734
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/iran-negotiate-ceasefire-deal-trump-kharg-hormuz-oil-rcna263474
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/senior-israeli-official-there-are-signs-of-cracks-in-iranian-regime-it-may-take-time/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/senior-israeli-official-there-are-signs-of-cracks-in-iranian-regime-it-may-take-time/
https://www.axios.com/2026/03/14/israel-lebanon-war-peace-hezbollah-france
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/report-dermer-visited-saudi-arabia-to-discuss-potential-direct-lebanon-talks/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/report-dermer-visited-saudi-arabia-to-discuss-potential-direct-lebanon-talks/
https://www.axios.com/2026/03/14/israel-lebanon-war-peace-hezbollah-france
https://www.leparisien.fr/international/israel/liban-pas-de-plan-francais-pour-arreter-la-guerre-beyrouth-forme-une-delegation-pour-negocier-avec-israel-14-03-2026-2TKK4WNP5NFTRIWRYJNH5RVIDQ.php
https://www.axios.com/2026/03/14/israel-lebanon-war-peace-hezbollah-france
https://www.wsj.com/politics/national-security/iran-oil-hormuz-blockade-trump-f96bdd53
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» Top spokesman for the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) and former JINSA Visiting Fellow 
Brigadier General Effie Defrin also confirmed on March 15 that “in coordination” with the 
U.S. military, the IDF has operational plans “through at least the Jewish holiday of Pass-
over, about three weeks from now. And we have deeper plans for even three weeks be-
yond that.”  

− BG Defrin added that Israel is “not working according to a stopwatch, or a timetable, 
but rather to achieve our goals.” 

» U.S. Energy Secretary Chris Wright predicted on March 15 that the war with Iran will 
conclude within the next few weeks, forecasting a rebound in oil supplies and a decline 
in energy prices once the conflict ends.  

⚫ Speaking with NBC News on March 14, President Trump stated that Iran now “wants to 
make a deal” to end the war, but he has refused, as “the terms aren’t good enough yet.” He 
added that Iran renouncing its nuclear ambitions would be a prerequisite for a deal. 

⚫ Detailing U.S. achievements, President Trump said on March 14, “We’ve knocked out most 
of their missiles. We’ve knocked out most of their drones. We knocked out their manufactur-
ing of missiles and drones, largely. Within two days, it’ll be totally decimated.”  

» He noted that Iran’s primary capabilities are restricted to “dropping a mine or shooting a 
relatively short-range missile.” 

⚫ The United States is reportedly boosting its Middle East force posture by deploying the USS 
Tripoli amphibious assault ship, additional unspecified warships, and approximately 5,000 
Marines and sailors to the region. 

⚫ The United States has reportedly bolstered its munitions shipments to Israel, which has 
used roughly 11,000 munitions against Iranian regime targets in the ongoing operation.  

⚫ Following U.S. airstrikes targeting military assets on Kharg Island, which Iran uses for most 
of its oil exports, President Trump threatened strikes on the island’s energy infrastructure if 
Iran continues impeding ships’ passage through the Strait of Hormuz. 

» President Trump announced on March 14 that the United States had “executed one of 
the most powerful bombing raids in the history of the Middle East” and had “totally oblite-
rated every military target in Iran’s crown jewel, Kharg Island.”  

− He added that he decided “not to wipe out the oil infrastructure on the island,” but 
that if Iran interferes with “the free and safe passage of ships through the Strait of 
Hormuz, I will immediately reconsider this decision.”  

» Reportedly, President Trump was briefed on the high likelihood Iran would attempt to 
close the Strait of Hormuz prior to the war’s outbreak, but believed that the U.S. military 
could resolve the threat.  

⚫ On March 14, President Trump discussed a new coalition to ensure ships’ safe passage 
through the Strait of Hormuz, stating that “Many countries, especially those who are affected 
by Iran's attempted closure of the Hormuz Strait, will be sending warships, in conjunction 
with the United States of America, to keep the strait open and safe.” 

» Describing the coalition, President Trump added, “Hopefully China, France, Japan, 
South Korea, the U.K., and others that are affected by this artificial constraint will send 
ships to the area." 

⚫ President Trump threatened Iranian authorities who had murdered protesters during the re-
cent uprising, saying, “we have them on tape—we know who they are,” and “when they’re 
caught, they will be tried and executed.” 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-it-has-plans-for-at-least-3-more-weeks-of-iran-operations-we-have-thousands-of-targets/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-it-has-plans-for-at-least-3-more-weeks-of-iran-operations-we-have-thousands-of-targets/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/us-energy-secretary-says-iran-war-will-end-in-next-few-weeks/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/iran-negotiate-ceasefire-deal-trump-kharg-hormuz-oil-rcna263474
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/iran-negotiate-ceasefire-deal-trump-kharg-hormuz-oil-rcna263474
https://www.wsj.com/livecoverage/us-israel-iran-war-news-2026/card/pentagon-sends-marine-expeditionary-unit-to-middle-east-WeoODg0XIIe31W3np2aI?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=AWEtsqfPRZfsWWZrEfLVAr1PNnZsC6S2EBXGtEUyXvDUGi1-NGl_416kEvOw0-egDw%3D%3D&gaa_ts=69b6afa5&gaa_sig=zQFsJgDQ2I1Q72NvNKFuNKP-foHfNrpViMCsF2Muzi5dKmGWqHyoN3LEbNmL8sYZe9dsmdGm8gvVk4FZGEgFTA%3D%3D
https://www.i24news.tv/en/news/israel/defense/artc-us-sends-additional-arms-to-israel-to-sustain-iran-operations-report
https://www.wsj.com/politics/national-security/iran-oil-hormuz-blockade-trump-f96bdd53
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/trump-says-us-obliterated-every-military-target-on-irans-kharg-island-spared-oil-infrastructure/
https://www.wsj.com/politics/national-security/iran-oil-hormuz-blockade-trump-f96bdd53
https://www.foxnews.com/world/trump-seeks-warships-from-other-countries-help-secure-strait-hormuz
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2032819210947047757
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» Relatedly, Israel’s military posted on its Persian-language social media that operatives in 
the Basij militia—Iran’s main organ for internal repression—were in hiding as Israeli 
strikes target Basij operatives and checkpoints across Tehran.   

⚫ According to Israel’s Walla News outlet, Iranian forces have struggled to coordinate missile 
launches, with a senior IDF officer attributing the difficulty to sustained damage to command 
and control infrastructure and the fear of exposure, noting that launchers risk being detected 
and struck the moment a missile is fired. 

⚫ Israel is surging troops to its northern border as it expands operations against Hezbollah. 
Reportedly, Israel is planning a sweeping ground operation to control all territory south of 
Lebanon’s Litani River and eliminate all Hezbollah military installations in that area. 

» Two brigade-level combat teams and multiple combat engineering battalions will be 
posted to the IDF’s Northern Command in the coming days. 

» Moreover, the IDF’s Golani Brigade is now ready for deployment in the theater. 

⚫ The IDF announced that it began conducting targeted raids last week to combat Hezbollah 
activity in the southern Lebanese town of Rab al Thalathine, less than three miles from the 
Israeli border.  

» During the operations, Israeli forces have killed dozens of Hezbollah operatives and 
eliminated Hezbollah weapons storage facilities, a command post, and observation sites. 

⚫ According to Israel’s Walla News outlet, on March 14, the Israeli government approved an 
additional $826 million for this year’s defense budget. The new funds are reportedly an ad-
vance to acquire ammunition and spare parts immediately.  

⚫ The IDF Home Front Command announced it is working to improve the accuracy of its early 
warning system for Iranian ballistic missile attacks, with updates set to narrow the geo-
graphic area covered by initial alerts before sirens sound.  

Day 16 of Operations: March 15 

Iran  

⚫ Strikes targeted several regime targets throughout Iran, including: 

» Dezful’s Fourth Tactical Air Base; Shiraz Airport; IRGC and Basij command centers in 
Hamedan; an airbase; and other regime sites in the cities of Isfahan, Shiraz, Zibashahr, 
and Bajgah. 

Lebanon 

⚫ Israel’s military assassinated Wissam Taham, a Hamas official, during a targeted strike on 
an apartment building in Sidon.  

⚫ The Israeli military also announced that its forces killed Ibrahim Muhammad, a commander 
in Hezbollah’s Badr Unit and the brother of Ayman Muhammad Ghazali, the man accused of 
attacking Temple Israel, a Jewish synagogue and preschool, in Michigan, last week, in an 
airstrike. 

Day 15 of Operations: March 14 

Iran 

⚫ The U.S. military struck over 90 Iranian regime targets on the country’s Kharg Island, includ-
ing missile storage bunkers and naval mine storage facilities.  

⚫ The Israeli military announced that its forces struck more than 200 targets throughout cen-
tral and western Iran over the past day, including ballistic missile launchers, missile launch 
sites, air defenses, and weapons storage facilities.  

https://x.com/IDFFarsi/status/2032772581183389895?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2032772581183389895%7Ctwgr%5E4f94e0adee69c868346f049b711f126c0ceab351%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iranintl.com%2Fen%2F202603149307
https://news.walla.co.il/item/3823701
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-ground-troops-killed-dozens-of-hezbollah-operatives-during-targeted-raids-in-south-lebanon/
https://www.ynetnews.com/article/ry2scsmc11e#autoplay
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-ground-troops-killed-dozens-of-hezbollah-operatives-during-targeted-raids-in-south-lebanon/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-ground-troops-killed-dozens-of-hezbollah-operatives-during-targeted-raids-in-south-lebanon/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-ground-troops-killed-dozens-of-hezbollah-operatives-during-targeted-raids-in-south-lebanon/
https://news.walla.co.il/item/3823734
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-working-to-improve-accuracy-of-early-warning-system-for-iranian-missiles/
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2033087111671296428
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2033023290017501476
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-israeli-strikes-hit-iranian-regime-targets-in-western-iran/
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2033023290017501476
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2033057432054677766
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2033025045417615412
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2033025045417615412
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/hamas-official-said-killed-in-idf-strike-in-south-lebanons-sidon/
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2033193285666165040
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2032793056521408529
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-it-hit-over-200-targets-in-iran-in-past-day-including-missile-launchers/
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⚫ Iran’s military confirmed that the head of Khatam al-Anbiya Central Headquarters and the 
country’s military chief of staff, Abolqasem Babaiyan, was killed in an attack last week.  

⚫ Strikes targeted several regime targets throughout Iran, including: 

» 60 Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC ) bulldozers for rebuilding missile storage 
facilities; Iranian Diesel Engine Manufacturing complex; a steel plant and ball bearing 
factory in Tabriz, Mount Derak in Shiraz housing a signal jamming tower; the IRGC 
headquarters in Shahinshahrand; and other regime sites in Urmia, Isfahan, Bandar Ab-
bas, Shiraz, Sanandaj, and Bandar-e Bostanu, according to Iran International. 

Lebanon 

⚫ An IDF strike killed Muhammad Majed Abd al-Salam Tawfiq Zidan, a Palestinian operative 
working for Iran in Lebanon.  

⚫ The Israeli military confirmed that it killed Hisham Abd al-Karim Yassin, a commander for the 
IRGC Quds Force Palestine Corps and a member of Hezbollah’s communications unit, in an 
airstrike last week. 

Iraq 

⚫ A targeted airstrike on a vehicle in Baghdad killed a member of Hashed al-Shaabi, an Iran-
backed combat organization, and another airstrike targeted a unit of the Popular Mobiliza-
tion Forces, a collection of Iran-backed militias in Iraq, in Al Anbar Governorate.  

Day 14 of Operations: March 13 

Iran 

⚫ Israeli strikes in Tehran eliminated Abdollah Jalali-Nasab and Amir Shariat, two high-ranking 
intelligence officers in Iran’s armed forces.  

⚫ The Israeli military struck over 150 regime targets throughout the day, targeting weapons 
storage sites, ballistic missiles, and missile launchers in central and western Iran.  

⚫ Strikes also targeted the Iranian Space Research Center in Tehran and an air defense sys-
tems manufacturing factory. 

Lebanon 

⚫ The Israeli military struck the Zrarieh Bridge that allowed Hezbollah forces to move between 
north and south of the Litani River.  

⚫ Israel’s military announced that it struck more than 110 Hezbollah command centers in Leb-
anon since the Iran-backed group attacked Israel in early March. 

3. Iranian Operations 

⚫ Iran and Hezbollah continue to target Israel with an array of drone, missile, and rocket at-
tacks. Over the past 48 hours, these attacks have included: 

» Multiple March 14 Iranian ballistic salvos targeting central and southern Israel, with sev-
eral impacts—likely from cluster bomb munitions—reported across central Israel. A Hez-
bollah rocket attack also targeted Kiryat Shmona in northern Israel. 

» At least seven Iranian ballistic missile salvos since midnight on March 15, injuring at 
least five people and causing damage to buildings in central Israel. Hezbollah also 
claimed to have struck Palmachim air base south of Tel Aviv with an unspecified “ad-
vanced missile.” 

− A fragment from an Iranian missile reportedly struck a residential building used by 
the U.S. consul in Israel.  

https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2032888152977773017
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2032796620652171341
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2032730354725818564
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2033096384467882345
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2032912789983900000
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2032912789983900000
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2032730354725818564
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2032799736026079530
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2032799736026079530
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-palestinian-terror-operative-working-for-iran-killed-in-lebanon/
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2032822379827597500
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/member-of-iran-backed-kataeb-hezbollah-said-killed-in-strike-on-car-in-baghdad/
https://shafaq.com/en/Security/Airstrike-targets-PMF-brigade-near-Iraq-Syria-border
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2032868920021991766
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2032496726846697758
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2032829966853820443
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-strikes-iranian-space-research-center-air-defense-factory-in-tehran/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-strikes-iranian-space-research-center-air-defense-factory-in-tehran/
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2032523780208382348
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/after-friday-airstrikes-idf-says-over-110-hezbollah-command-centers-hit-since-escalation/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/reports-of-impacts-but-no-injuries-in-latest-iranian-missile-attack/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/medics-responding-to-reports-of-impacts-in-eilat-after-iranian-missile-attack/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/footage-shows-impact-in-central-israel-after-missile-attack/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/sirens-sound-in-kiryat-shmona-amid-rocket-attack/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/man-moderately-wounded-in-7th-iranian-ballistic-missile-salvo-fired-at-israel-since-midnight/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/man-moderately-wounded-in-7th-iranian-ballistic-missile-salvo-fired-at-israel-since-midnight/
https://www.rfi.fr/en/international-news/20260315-war-in-the-middle-east-latest-developments
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/iranian-missile-fragment-hits-us-consul-residence-building-israel-israeli-media-2026-03-15/
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⚫ Arab countries continue to come under Iranian fire. Bahrain, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and 
the United Arab Emirates (U.A.E.) have each reported Iranian attacks on their country over 
the past day: 

» Bahrain: 

− On March 14, 10 drones and three rockets were shot down.  

» Iraq: 

− On March 14, a missile struck the U.S. Embassy compound in Baghdad, hitting a 
helicopter landing pad inside the facility. In separate incidents in Iraqi Kurdistan, a 
drone strike sparked a fire at the Lanaz refinery, temporarily halting operations at the 
facility, and a drone targeted the U.A.E.’s consulate in Erbil, resulting in two injuries.  

➢ Attacks also targeted bases belonging to Iranian Kurdish opposi-
tion groups, including the Kurdistan Freedom Party (PAK) and the 
Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan (PDKI), without causing 
casualties.   

» Kuwait: 

− On March 15, a drone struck Ali Al Salem Air Base, which hosts Italian and U.S. 
forces, with Italy's military confirming an aircraft was destroyed but no personnel 
were harmed.  

− On March 14, two drones targeted al-Jaber Air Base, which houses U.S. military per-
sonnel, injuring three Kuwaiti service members and causing damage. Several drones 
also targeted Kuwait International Airport, causing damage to radar systems.  

» Saudi Arabia: 

− On March 15, Saudi Arabia intercepted and destroyed 10 drones over Riyadh and 
the kingdom’s eastern region.  

» U.A.E.: 

− On March 15, the U.A.E. downed four missiles and six drones.  

− On March 14, a drone attack triggered a fire at Fujairah port, temporarily suspending 
oil-loading operations.  

⚫ Five U.S. Air Force refueling aircraft were reportedly struck and damaged on the ground at 
Prince Sultan Air Base in Saudi Arabia during a recent Iranian missile attack. Trump stated 
that four out of the five aircraft had “virtually no damage” and are back in service, while the 
fifth had slightly more damage but “will be in the air shortly.” 

⚫ Iran granted certain Indian vessels safe passage through the Strait of Hormuz, Tehran’s am-
bassador to India, Mohammad Fathali, confirmed, though he did not specify how many ships 
were exempted from the broader Iranian blockade. 

4. Estimated Casualties of Iranian Operations 

⚫ Thirteen U.S. service members have died during Operation Epic Fury. 

» An Iranian drone attack killed six U.S. servicemembers at Port Shuaiba in Kuwait on 
March 1: Maj. Jeffrey O’Brien, 45; Chief Warrant Officer 3 Robert Marzan, 54; Capt. 
Cody Khork, 35; Sgt. 1st Class Nicole Amor, 39; Sgt. 1st Class Noah Tietjens, 42; and 
Sgt. Declan Coady (posthumously promoted from specialist), 20. 

» Another U.S. servicemember, Sgt. Benjamin Pennington, 26, was killed during a March 8 
Iranian attack targeting U.S. troops at the Prince Sultan Air Base in Saudi Arabia. 
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» Six U.S. servicemembers were killed when a KC-135 aerial refueling aircraft crashed 
over western Iraq on March 12: Major John A. Klinner, 33; Captain Ariana G. Savino, 31; 
Technical Sergeant Ashle B. Pruitt, 34; Captain Seth R. Koval, 38; Captain Curtis J. 
Angst, 30; and Technical Sergeant Tyler H. Simmons, 28. 

⚫ Around 140 members of the U.S. military have been wounded thus far in the war, of whom 
eight sustained severe injuries. As of March 11, according to CBS News, more than 30 U.S. 
servicemembers remained hospitalized. 

⚫ Since the war’s outbreak, numerous other casualties have been reported: 

» 17 Israelis have been killed, two of them soldiers killed in southern Lebanon, and over 
3,195 have been hospitalized; 

» In the U.A.E., six people have been killed, and 142 have been injured;  

» Two Kuwaiti navy sailors, two interior ministry officers, and a Kuwaiti civilian have been 
killed, and over 70 Kuwaiti military personnel have been injured; 

» Four people have been killed in Syria, and several have been injured; 

» Two foreign nationals have been killed in Saudi Arabia, and 12 others have been in-
jured;  

» In Qatar, around 20 people have been wounded; 

» In Oman, at least three people have been killed, and around 10 people have been 
wounded; 

» In Bahrain, two people have been killed, and 35 people have been injured; 

» At least 21 people have been killed in Iraq, including an Iraqi security officer and several 
fighters in Iran-backed militias. A woman was killed after being hit by rocket shrapnel, 
and an airport employee was wounded in Iraqi Kurdistan. An Indian national was killed 
following a strike on an oil tanker in Iraqi waters. A French soldier was killed in a drone 
strike on a military base in Iraqi Kurdistan. 

» In Azerbaijan, four civilians have been injured; 

» In Lebanon, at least 850 people have been killed, and more than 2,105 have been 
wounded — figures that do not distinguish between Hezbollah operatives and civilians; 
and 

» In Iran, at least 2,400 people, including at least 1,120 military personnel, have been 
killed. 

5. Threats and Condemnation from Iranian Officials 

⚫ Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi warned that Iran will target facilities belonging to 
American companies in the region if its energy infrastructure comes under attack, following 
U.S. strikes on military infrastructure near the Kharg Island crude oil export hub. 

» The IRGC declared U.S. interests in the U.A.E.—including ports, docks, and military in-
stallations—to be legitimate targets, urging U.A.E. residents to evacuate those areas to 
avoid civilian casualties.  

⚫ Araghchi also urged all parties to “refrain from any action that could lead to escalation and 
expansion of the conflict” in a call with French Foreign Minister Jean-Noël Barrot. 

⚫ Araghchi also stated during a March 15 interview that Iran “never asked” the United States 
for a ceasefire, and that “we are ready to defend ourselves as long as it takes.”  
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⚫ Iran’s deputy defense minister, Reza Talaei-Nik, stated that Iranian forces will increasingly 
deploy more advanced weaponry as the war continues, including ballistic missiles with 
greater destructive power, higher maneuverability, and improved precision.  

6. International Response 

⚫ Exiled Crown Prince Reza Pahlavi announced on March 14 that he is ready to lead a transi-
tional Iranian governing body “as soon as the Islamic Republic falls.” 

» Pahlavi revealed that he is working with Saeed Ghasseminejad, an advisor at the U.S.-
based Foundation for Defense of Democracies, to help form a “Transitional System” in 
order to “establish order, security, freedom, and the conditions for Iran’s prosperity and 
flourishing.” 

» He added that the interim body would be composed of “capable individuals both inside 
and outside the country have been identified and evaluated to lead various sections of 
the Transitional System.”  

⚫ South Korea and Japan signaled reluctance in response to President Trump’s call to send 
warships to the Strait of Hormuz, with Seoul saying it would carefully review the request and 
Tokyo describing the bar for such a deployment as “extremely high.” 

⚫ The U.A.E. rejected Iranian claims that a U.S. strike on Kharg Island was launched from its 
territory, while also reaffirming the country’s right to self-defense.  

⚫ Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky told CNN it was “100 percent facts” that Russia is 
supplying Iran with Shahed drones being used in attacks against U.S. bases and Israel.  

⚫ British Prime Minister Keir Starmer is reportedly considering deploying thousands of "Octo-
pus" interceptor drones to the Middle East, with military officials examining whether the UK-
manufactured system—currently used by Ukraine against Russian drones—could also coun-
ter Iranian Shahed drones in the region. 

⚫ Axios reported that France drafted a ceasefire proposal for Lebanon that would require Bei-
rut to recognize Israel, hold direct talks with Jerusalem, and commit to disarming Hezbol-
lah—with Lebanon said to have accepted it as a basis for negotiations while the United 
States and Israel review it.  

» France’s foreign ministry denied the existence of any such plan, though it acknowledged 
supporting direct talks between the two sides and offering to facilitate them.  

⚫ Iraq’s Ministry of Justice warned that strikes near Baghdad International Airport pose a direct 
threat to the security of a prison housing more than 5,000 ISIS detainees transferred from 
Syria in January. 

⚫ Forces affiliated with Syria's interim government have reportedly begun dismantling mines 
along the Syrian-Lebanese border in the Wadi Khaled area and eastern Bekaa, amid reports 
that Syrian units may enter Lebanon to open a second front against Hezbollah. 

⚫ Kurdistan Regional Government Foreign Relations Minister Safeed Dizayee called on Bagh-
dad to disarm outlawed groups responsible for attacking diplomatic facilities in Iraq. 

⚫ Switzerland announced it had rejected two U.S. military overflight requests related to the 
Iran war on neutrality grounds, while approving three others—two transport aircraft and one 
maintenance flight—and warned that future requests would be denied if they exceeded nor-
mal traffic levels or if their purpose could not be determined.    

7. Charts and Trends 

⚫ Overall, Iranian missile fire increased slightly on March 14, with 29 missiles fired, a 12 per-
cent increase from 26 on March 13. Overnight on March 14 and into March 15, Iran fired 
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roughly 15 missiles at Israel across seven waves, with most occurring roughly 90 minutes 
apart. 

 

 
⚫ Iran continued a recent trend of escalated drone attacks against Saudi Arabia, launching 47 

drones on March 13, 21 on March 14, and 24 so far on March 15. Saudi Arabia received 50 
percent of all drones launched on March 13, 29 percent on March 14, and 63 percent so far 
on March 15. 

 

 

⚫ Iran has sharply escalated its attacks against Israel, with 55 percent of attacks so far on 
March 15 targeting Israel, up from 27 percent on March 14. Iran also increased its focus on 
Saudi Arabia, with 27 percent of attacks so far on March 15 targeting Saudi Arabia, up from 
19 percent on March 14. 

 

 



                                             JINSA                                                                                         Operations Epic Fury and Roaring Lion: 3/14/26 – 3/15/26 Update 10 

⚫ Overall hits increased from 6 on March 14 to 10 on March 13, reflecting Iran's intensified ac-
tivity. By firing cluster munitions that dispersed at high altitudes over populated areas, Iran 
increased the number of missiles hitting Israel over the weekend, with four hits each on 
March 13 and March 14, and another four hits already on March 15. 

» Multiple Iranian drones also struck Kuwait, adding to the regime's efforts to impose costs 
across the Gulf. 
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