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With the United States and Israel launching a joint campaign—Operations Epic Fury and Roar-
ing Lion, respectively—against Iranian regime targets and Iran launching retaliatory missile and 
drone attacks against U.S. forces in the region, Israel, and Arab nations—dubbed Operation 
True Promise IV—JINSA will regularly release updates detailing the conflict. The update below 
includes information since JINSA’s last update as of March 22 at 11:00 am ET. 

1. Overview 

⚫ On March 21, President Donald Trump threatened, “If Iran doesn’t FULLY OPEN, WITHOUT 
THREAT, the Strait of Hormuz, within 48 HOURS from this exact point in time, the United 
States of America will hit and obliterate their various POWER PLANTS, STARTING WITH 
THE BIGGEST ONE FIRST!” 

» In response, a spokesperson for Iran’s military threatened Iranian attacks on critical in-
frastructure across the Middle East, including energy sites, water desalination facilities, 
and information technology infrastructure “belonging to the U.S. and the [Israeli] regime 
in the region.”  

⚫ In a March 20 statement, President Trump announced that the United States is “getting very 
close to meeting our objectives, as we consider winding down our great military efforts in the 
Middle East with respect to the Terrorist Regime of Iran.” 

» President Trump listed these objectives as: 

− “(1) Completely degrading Iranian Missile Capability, Launchers, and everything else 
pertaining to them.  

− (2) Destroying Iran’s Defense Industrial Base.  

− (3) Eliminating their Navy and Air Force, including anti-aircraft Weaponry. (4) Never 
allowing Iran to get even close to Nuclear Capability, and always being in a position 
where the U.S.A. can quickly and powerfully react to such a situation, should it take 
place.  

− (5) Protecting, at the highest level, our Middle Eastern Allies, including Israel, Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Kuwait, and others.” 

» U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM) Commander Admiral Brad Cooper assessed on 
March 20 that “Iran’s combat capability is on a steady decline as our offensive strikes 
ramp up.” 

https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/operations-epic-fury-and-roaring-lion-3-20-26-update/
https://truthsocial.com/@realDonaldTrump/posts/116269822349947644
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/iran-news/article-890720
https://truthsocial.com/@realDonaldTrump/posts/116263563453969628
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/trump-were-getting-close-to-meeting-our-objectives-as-we-consider-winding-down-iran-war/
https://x.com/CENTCOM/status/2035326118098518161?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2035326118098518161%7Ctwgr%5E7b9c1b1ff66316c6a96a302ea4e450f0b5a12705%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesofisrael.com%2Fliveblog_entry%2Fcentcom-chief-says-8000-targets-struck-in-iran-degrading-tehrans-military-capabilities%2F
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− Admiral Cooper noted, “we’ve struck over 8,000 military targets, including 130 Ira-
nian vessels, constituting the largest elimination of a navy over a 3-week period 
since World War II,” while simultaneously forming “the most extensive air umbrella in 
the world, over the Middle East.” 

− Speaking about efforts to reduce Iran’s threat to commercial shipping, Admiral 
Cooper said that the U.S. military has, in recent days, eliminated underground weap-
ons depots, intelligence sites, and radars used to imperil maritime traffic in nearby 
waters. 

» However, President Trump separately said that day, “we can have dialogue with Iran,” 
but added that, “I don’t want to do a ceasefire. You don’t do a ceasefire when you’re liter-
ally obliterating the other side.”  

− President Trump claimed Israel will end its operations once the United States elects 
to do so, and further stated, “the relationship [with Israel] is a very good one. We 
want more or less similar things. You know what we want? We want victory.” 

⚫ The Pentagon has prepared for the potential deployment of ground troops in Iran, with the 
U.S. Army’s Global Response Force (GRF) and a Marine Expeditionary Unit involved in the 
planning. 

» Preparations are underway for the deployment of elements of the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion, a central component of the GRF, to the Middle East. 

» The Trump administration is also evaluating options to secure Iran’s nuclear stockpiles; 
the focus of planning has been a potential deployment of Joint Special Operations Com-
mand (JSOC) forces. 

⚫ The United States and Israel have reportedly both struck key elements of Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram. American airstrikes on March 21 reportedly targeted the Natanz nuclear facility with 
bunker buster munitions, while an Israeli strike earlier that day reportedly eliminated two of 
Iran’s top nuclear scientists. 

⚫ Trump administration officials have reportedly commenced planning for possible negotia-
tions with Iran. According to a U.S. official who spoke with Axios, the Trump administration 
has six key demands of Iran:  

» “(1) No missile program for five years.  

» (2) Zero uranium enrichment.  

» (3) Decommissioning the Natanz, Isfahan and Fordow nuclear facilities that the U.S. and 
Israel bombed last year.  

» (4) Strict outside observation protocols around the creation and use of centrifuges and 
related machinery that could advance a nuclear weapons program.  

» (5) Arms control treaties with regional countries that include a missile cap no higher than 
1,000.  

» (6) No financing for proxies such as Hezbollah in Lebanon, the Houthis in Yemen or Ha-
mas in Gaza.” 

⚫ U.S. and Israeli intelligence agencies have yet to determine whether or not Iranian Supreme 
Leader Mojtaba Khamenei is in fact running the country, according to Axios.  

» The article, citing top officials, claimed that American and Israeli intelligence services 
have no evidence that Khamenei is giving orders to subordinates. 

⚫ The U.S. Department of the Treasury announced on March 20 that it had waived all sanc-
tions on Iranian oil at sea that left port before March 20, totaling roughly 140 million barrels, 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/trump-rules-out-ceasefire-but-says-israel-will-agree-to-end-war-when-hes-ready/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-administration-iran-ground-troop-preparations/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-administration-iran-ground-troop-preparations/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-is-strategizing-means-to-seize-irans-nuclear-stockpiles-sources-say/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/report-us-carried-out-strike-on-natanz-enrichment-facility-using-bunker-buster-bombs/
https://www.mako.co.il/news-military/2026_q1/Article-ac3640337b01d91027.htm
https://www.axios.com/2026/03/21/trump-peace-deal-iran-kushner-witkoff
https://www.axios.com/2026/03/21/mojtaba-khamenei-iran-leader-where
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/us-authorizes-temporary-delivery-sale-oil-originating-iran-2026-03-20/
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for 30 days. The move is an effort to balance global oil supply and devalue Iran’s oil exports, 
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent previously stated. 

⚫ For the first time, Iran launched an attack with two ballistic missiles targeting the joint U.S.-
U.K. Diego Garcia base, located at least 2,300 miles (3,700 km) from Iran on the Chagos 
Islands in the Indian Ocean. The unsuccessful attack overnight on March 21 marked the fur-
thest-range target Iran has ever attempted to hit, although it is unclear whether the projec-
tiles would have reached the base. 

» Prior to the attack, Iran’s longest ballistic missile range was believed to be 3,000 km, or 
roughly 1,860 miles. The attempted attack on Diego Garcia thus suggests a possible ad-
aptation to its missiles.  

» Israel Defense Forces (IDF) Chief of Staff Lt Gen Eyal Zamir’s description of the projec-
tile as a “two-stage” missile indicates Iran may have utilized space launch vehicle (SLV) 
technology to increase the range of its fire. 

⚫ Iran continues to launch far fewer missiles than it did during the opening days of the war, but 
it has increased the number of hits it has achieved in Israel in recent days, both through 
cluster munitions and direct strikes by large warheads. Drone attacks surged 24 percent on 
March 20, largely due to major attacks targeting Saudi Arabia. 

» Iranian missile fire declined 33 percent on March 21, with 20 missiles fired, down from 
30 on March 20. However, Iran has already fired 21 missiles on March 22. 

» Nearly 200 Israelis were injured in the southern cities of Dimona and Arad after air de-
fenses failed to intercept two Iranian missiles carrying conventional warheads, resulting 
in direct impacts.  

» Iran launched at least 50 drones towards Saudi Arabia on both March 20 and March 21 
as part of its effort to pressure Washington and the Gulf nations to end the war. 

» Iran has launched over 3,500 drones, 1,490 ballistic missiles, and 28 cruise missiles 
since the war began, according to JINSA data. 

 

2. U.S. and Israeli Operations 

⚫ The Trump administration is reportedly considering plans to secure or retrieve Iran’s nuclear 
stockpiles, with plans focusing on the potential deployment of Joint Special Operations 
Command (JSOC) forces.  

https://www.politico.com/news/2026/03/19/iranian-oil-sanctions-middle-east-war-00835804
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/iran-brings-europe-into-range-with-missiles-fired-at-diego-garcia-bdc71ab2?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=AWEtsqdJkx_wl3YOM9szGS-Rlz8Adzl92QmJ7q1MfAqySUNbkh0vVwsHUd-IYRyiXlg%3D&gaa_ts=69bff97e&gaa_sig=CTYc8F4H8aJ5k2t4ztxEPkVz68tyT2qH-3cdBh_X2AbyxDfG3b10L5TeRL1P4-r3uJOhwYSn79l6CQdqdiV9Nw%3D%3D
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/irans-evolving-missile-and-drone-threat/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-chief-campaign-at-halfway-stage-irans-missile-fire-at-diego-garcia-shows-berlin-paris-rome-all-within-range/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/iran-may-have-used-space-launch-vehicle-to-extend-range-of-missiles-fired-at-diego-garcia/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/over-100-injured-11-seriously-in-iranian-missile-strikes-on-southern-cities-of-arad-dimona/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-is-strategizing-means-to-seize-irans-nuclear-stockpiles-sources-say/
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⚫ While prosecuting the war in Iran, Israel continues to expand its operations targeting Hez-
bollah assets across southern Lebanon.  
» Israel Defense Minister Israel Katz announced on March 22 that soldiers were clearing 

some towns in southern Lebanon “along the model” of Israel’s Gaza demolitions to clear 
terror infrastructure, including by razing some buildings. 

» According to the New York Times, Israel seeks to establish an IDF-controlled buffer zone 
in much of southern Lebanon, similar to how territory is held by Israeli forces in the Gaza 
Strip east of the Yellow Line. 

» To further pressure Hezbollah, on March 20, the U.S. Department of the Treasury sanc-
tioned a vast financial network operating in Lebanon as well as Canada, Poland, Qatar, 
Slovenia, and Syria. The network covertly funneled nearly $100 million to Hezbollah ac-
tivities in recent years. 

Day 23 of Operations: March 22 

Iran 

⚫ Israeli strikes targeted several regime sites throughout Iran, including: 

» An anti-aircraft missiles storage facility; a defense ministry weapons production and stor-
age complex; an Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) air force weapons produc-
tion facility; an intelligence ministry headquarters; a Khatam-al Anbiya command head-
quarters; the IRGC’s Sahib al-Zaman headquarters in Isfahan; an army aviation base in 
Isfahan; and a missile base in Yazd. 

Lebanon 

⚫ The IDF was directed to target bridges crossing the Litani River utilized by Hezbollah.  The 
Israeli military announced that a strike last week in Lebanon killed Walid Mohammad Dib, a 
senior Hamas financier. 

Iraq 

⚫ An unattributed strike hit a base belonging to the Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) in Al 
Anbar Governorate, while an additional unclaimed strike targeted PMF fighters at Al-Haliwa 
military airport in Saladin Governorate. 

Day 22 of Operations: March 21 

Iran 

⚫ The U.S. military reportedly struck Iran’s Natanz Nuclear Facility, dropping bunker buster 
bombs on the target.  

» The IDF denied that its troops took part in the Natianz bombing, but refused to comment 
on the U.S. operation.  

⚫ Overnight, the Israel Air Force (IAF) struck several regime sites in Tehran, including an 
IRGC ballistic missile component manufacturing site and factory; a missile component stor-
age site; and a missile fuel production facility.  

⚫ The IAF bombed a facility at Iran’s Malek Ashtar University used by the regime to build com-
ponents for nuclear weapons development.  

⚫ The IAF targeted—and, according to intelligence assessments, likely killed—two of the top 
research scientists in Iran’s nuclear program, Mohammad Ali Khaddabaksh and Mohammad 
Reza, Israel’s Channel 12 outlet reported. 

⚫ Strikes also targeted several other key regime sites throughout Iran, including the Dezful Air-
base; the Fars Provincial Police headquarters in Shiraz; a naval weapons production factory 
in Bushehr; and a Basij special forces base in Fardis.  

https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/22/world/middleeast/israel-lebanon-fighting-hezbollah.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/22/world/middleeast/israel-lebanon-fighting-hezbollah.html
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sb0420
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sb0420
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-it-hit-arms-production-sites-intel-and-military-hqs-in-overnight-tehran-strikes/
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2035725686166430036
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2035644229796368674
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2035591565347901456
https://www.i24news.tv/en/news/israel/defense/artc-israel-orders-strikes-on-lebanon-s-litani-crossings
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/israel-says-it-killed-hamas-financier-in-lebanon-strike/
https://x.com/thenewregion/status/2035683320512561628?s=20
https://english.aawsat.com/arab-world/5253896-attacks-baghdad-breach-fragile-militia-truce
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/report-us-carried-out-strike-on-natanz-enrichment-facility-using-bunker-buster-bombs/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-denies-role-in-natanz-strike-wont-comment-on-us-activity/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-strikes-ballistic-missiles-sites-in-tehran-overnight/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-it-struck-strategic-nuclear-weapons-development-site-at-university-in-tehran/
https://www.mako.co.il/news-military/2026_q1/Article-ac3640337b01d91027.htm
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2035427466613821638
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2035427466613821638
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2035401090175258774
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2035280409274065009
https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2035256729622008060
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⚫ Iranian state media reported that a recent airstrike resulted in the death of Ghadir Azarian, 
an IRGC commander in East Azerbaijan province. 

Lebanon 

⚫ An Israeli strike on Majdal Selm assassinated Abu Khalil Barji, a special forces unit com-
mander for Hezbollah’s Radwan Force. 

⚫ Israeli forces in the Givati Brigade, with air support from drones, engaged in a firefight in 
southern Lebanon, killing nine Hezbollah fighters. 

Iraq 

⚫ Two unattributed strikes targeted PMF fighters at Al-Haliwa military airport in Saladin Gover-
norate, resulting in the death of one militant. 

3. Iranian and Proxy Operations 

⚫ Overnight on March 21, Iran launched two missiles towards the U.S.-U.K. Diego Garcia mili-
tary base in the Chagos Islands, located in the Indian Ocean at a distance of over 2,300 
miles from Iran. The unsuccessful attack marked the furthest target Iran has ever attempted 
to hit with a projectile, but it remains unclear whether the projectiles would have reached 
their targets. 

» Neither projectile reached the base, with one of the missiles failing in flight, and a U.S. 
warship firing an SM-3 interceptor at the other missile, although it was unclear if it was 
responsible for neutralizing the threat. 

» Iran may have used its space launch vehicle (SLV) program, which it uses to put satel-
lites into outer space, to launch missiles surpassing their typical range. 

− The description of the projectile as a “two-stage” missile by IDF Chief of Staff Lt Gen 
Eyal Zamir may indicate that Iran used a satellite launcher in the attack. Zamir also 
pointed out that the missile’s range of 2,500 miles means “Berlin, Paris, and Rome 
are all within direct-threat range.” 

− Gen William Shelton, USAF (ret.), former Commander, U.S. Air Force Space Com-
mand, and JINSA’s Yoni Tobin previously observed that Iran’s regime has described 
how its satellite launchers enable it to develop long-range missiles, including inter-
continental ballistic missiles (ICBMs). 

− Shelton and Tobin also cited U.S. intelligence assessments that Iran could exploit the 
fact that “SLVS and ICBMs use similar technologies” to dramatically extend its mis-
siles’ ranges. 

⚫ Iranian forces also fired a surface-to-air missile at an Israeli fighter jet flying over Iran, with-
out causing damage.  

⚫ Iran and Hezbollah continue to target Israel with an array of drone, missile, and rocket at-
tacks. Over the past 48 hours: 

» Iranian missiles carrying conventional warheads equipped with hundreds of kilograms of 
explosives directly struck Dimona and Arad in southern Israel within a span of two hours 
after Israeli air defenses failed to intercept the projectiles. The attack caused widespread 
damage and injured nearly 200 people, most of whom were outside bomb shelters. 

− The IDF claimed the two consecutive direct hits were unrelated and that the failure to 
intercept the projectiles was coincidental.  

» Cluster munitions from an Iranian missile impacted at least three sites in the central city 
of Rishon Lezion, including an unoccupied daycare, causing severe damage to the facil-
ity.  

https://x.com/IranIntl_En/status/2035360044968018133
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/senior-commander-of-elite-hezbollah-force-killed-idf-says/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/nine-hezbollah-fighters-killed-by-troops-in-southern-lebanon-army-says/
https://shafaq.com/ar/%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%80%D9%86/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AB%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D8%AE%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%82%D8%B5%D9%81-%D8%AC%D9%88%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%AF%D9%81-%D9%85%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B4%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%B9%D8%A8%D9%8A-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B5%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AD-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86
https://www.wsj.com/livecoverage/iran-us-israel-war-updates-2026/card/iran-targeted-diego-garcia-base-with-ballistic-missiles-rb7MdZW1CfwRTauDYHOt
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/iran-brings-europe-into-range-with-missiles-fired-at-diego-garcia-bdc71ab2?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=AWEtsqdfJH7EDkuwDMPxRNoIaQZZIuFZ9ppL11Yoy-y5cWfq-hupbjVbTAQlniOuHw%3D%3D&gaa_ts=69c00e91&gaa_sig=U0oMPJa8r48O1EmOiXSez9ZTB7iGeJncyEj3PMafgf0fGCJmkanIfW6vaEhMuioE4EkjJTa46UyTEvvIp-u0Dw%3D%3D
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-chief-campaign-at-halfway-stage-irans-missile-fire-at-diego-garcia-shows-berlin-paris-rome-all-within-range/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-chief-campaign-at-halfway-stage-irans-missile-fire-at-diego-garcia-shows-berlin-paris-rome-all-within-range/
https://www.defensenews.com/opinion/2024/04/04/bolster-sanctions-to-stop-irans-growing-military-space-capabilities/
https://www.defensenews.com/opinion/2024/04/04/bolster-sanctions-to-stop-irans-growing-military-space-capabilities/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-iranian-missile-fired-at-fighter-jet-no-damage-reported/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-investigating-its-failure-to-intercept-iranian-ballistic-missile-that-hit-dimona/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-opens-probe-into-failed-interception-of-missile-that-struck-arad/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/over-100-injured-11-seriously-in-iranian-missile-strikes-on-southern-cities-of-arad-dimona/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/most-injured-in-southern-missile-attacks-were-not-in-shelters-idf-says/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/iaf-says-failure-to-intercept-two-separate-iranian-missiles-last-night-in-south-is-coincidental/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/three-impact-sites-in-rishon-lezion-after-cluster-missile-strike/
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» In addition, cluster munitions from an Iranian missile impacted the cities of Holon and 
Bat Yam, causing damage but no injuries.  

» An Iranian missile was intercepted, but its warhead struck Jerusalem’s Old City, causing 
damage to a parking lot near the Western Wall and Al-Aqsa Mosque compound on the 
Temple Mount. 

» At least 15 individuals were injured when cluster munitions from an Iranian ballistic mis-
sile impacted several sites in Tel Aviv.  

» Hezbollah fired around 10 rockets at northern Israel, with one damaging a home in the 
village of Metula.  

» In a separate incident, a Hezbollah rocket struck two vehicles in the northern Israeli vil-
lage of Misgav Am, killing a 60-year-old man. 

⚫ Arab countries continue coming under Iranian and proxy fire. Bahrain, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates (U.A.E.) each reported attacks on their country over 
the past two days: 

» Bahrain: 

− On March 21, Bahrain intercepted two missiles near Manama amid reports of multi-
ple explosions heard across the city. 

» Iraq:  

− On March 21, a drone launched by what Iraqi authorities described as “outlaw 
groups” struck near the Iraqi intelligence headquarters in Baghdad, causing the 
death of one officer. A separate drone attack targeted a Ministry of Peshmerga Affairs 
base in Iraqi Kurdistan. 

− Overnight March 21–22, eight rocket and drone attacks targeted a U.S. diplomatic 
and logistics center at Baghdad International Airport, with some projectiles landing 
near the base.  

» Kuwait:  

− Between March 21–22, Kuwait intercepted nine ballistic missiles and four drones.  

» Saudi Arabia: 

− Between March 21–22, Saudi Arabia reported it intercepted at least 62 drones, pri-
marily headed toward the eastern region, and three ballistic missiles launched to-
ward Riyadh, of which one was destroyed and two landed in uninhabited areas.  

» U.A.E.: 

− On March 22, the U.A.E. intercepted four ballistic missiles and 25 drones over vari-
ous parts of the country. Previously, on March 21, the U.A.E. intercepted three ballis-
tic missiles and eight drones. 

⚫ Jordan has reported that 240 missiles and drones have been launched at its territory over 
the course of the war, with its military intercepting 222 of the projectiles.  

⚫ A bulk carrier reported an explosion caused by an unknown projectile off the U.A.E. coast, 
with all crew members reported safe.  

⚫ IRGC Aerospace Force commander Majid Mousavi has reportedly drawn internal criticism 
from senior Revolutionary Guard officials for being absent from the battlefield as casualties 
mount within the force responsible for Iran’s missile and drone launches. 

⚫ Saudi officials are reportedly working to maintain diplomatic channels with the Houthis to 
keep them out of the conflict, while the United States and Israel are similarly seeking to 
avoid any provocation that could draw the group into hostilities.  

https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/iranian-missile-attack-causes-damage-in-bat-yam-holon-no-injuries-reported/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/photo-indicates-missile-fragment-that-hit-jerusalem-old-city-on-friday-was-a-warhead/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/15-injured-in-tel-aviv-missile-cluster-bomb-attack-most-lightly-hurt/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/reports-indicate-several-cluster-bomb-impacts-around-tel-aviv/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/hezbollah-rocket-fire-damages-home-in-northern-israel-no-injuries-reported/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-deadly-hezbollah-attack-in-north-was-rocket-fire-not-anti-tank-missile/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/explosions-heard-in-bahrains-capital/
https://www.reuters.com/world/officer-killed-drone-strike-near-iraqi-intelligence-headquarters-baghdad-2026-03-21/
https://x.com/Kurdistan/status/2035700451132211445?s=20
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/eight-attacks-said-to-target-us-base-near-baghdad-airport-overnight/
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/kuwait-intercepts-9-ballistic-missiles-4-drones-in-last-24-hours/3874193
https://x.com/modgovksa/status/2035538094787637334?s=20
https://x.com/modgovae/status/2035678544970633367?s=20
https://x.com/modgovae/status/2035302289943232912
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/jordan-says-240-missiles-drones-fired-at-kingdom-since-start-of-mideast-war/
https://x.com/UK_MTO/status/2035655936392511963?s=20
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202603214630
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/irans-houthi-allies-lie-in-wait-on-another-key-oil-route-the-red-sea-9c0c38f5?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=AWEtsqd1hAylen4_uxJ998yUXgU6exQLYdzpcG9sKRZvNLS3EQ5pXqNRuxJE6dEB6g%3D%3D&gaa_ts=69bffeb3&gaa_sig=B5Fd2HIpBRRso7rTT_dqzlzEk4KPghsMfvld6Mcb76aEwtN38DLE8RR1ODbzmR71rKEt3BNs-tjfAwcxIelOUw%3D%3D
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4. Estimated Casualties of Iranian Operations 

⚫ Thirteen U.S. service members have died during Operation Epic Fury. 

» An Iranian drone attack killed six U.S. servicemembers at Port Shuaiba in Kuwait on 
March 1: Maj. Jeffrey O’Brien, 45; Chief Warrant Officer 3 Robert Marzan, 54; Capt. 
Cody Khork, 35; Sgt. 1st Class Nicole Amor, 39; Sgt. 1st Class Noah Tietjens, 42; and 
Sgt. Declan Coady (posthumously promoted from specialist), 20. 

» A U.S. servicemember, Sgt. Benjamin Pennington, 26, was killed in a March 8 Iranian 
attack targeting U.S. troops at the Prince Sultan Air Base in Saudi Arabia. 

» Six U.S. servicemembers were killed when a KC-135 aerial refueling aircraft crashed 
over western Iraq on March 12: Major John A. Klinner, 33; Captain Ariana G. Savino, 31; 
Technical Sergeant Ashley B. Pruitt, 34; Captain Seth R. Koval, 38; Captain Curtis J. 
Angst, 30; and Technical Sergeant Tyler H. Simmons, 28. 

⚫ At least 200 members of the U.S. military have been injured thus far in the war, 10 of whom 
have been “seriously wounded,” according to CENTCOM Capt. Tim Hawkins. 

⚫ Since the war began, 26 people have been killed in Israel, while over 4,000 people have 
been hospitalized. 

» Two Israeli soldiers have been killed in southern Lebanon. 

» In the past day: 

− Nearly 200 Israelis were injured after missiles struck Dimona and Arad, with a 12-
year-old boy in serious condition after being hit by shrapnel.  

− A 60-year-old man was killed by a Hezbollah rocket attack. 

− In addition, two Israeli soldiers were injured in Lebanon by a Hezbollah mortar attack, 
with one listed in moderate condition. Authorities said that 15 people were wounded 
in a March 22 missile attack on Tel Aviv, including four people in moderate condition 
and one severely injured. 

⚫ Since the war’s outbreak, numerous other casualties have been reported: 

» Iran: 

− At least 3,230 people, including at least 1,167 military personnel, have been killed, 
with another 20,984 wounded. However, Iran International reported that at least 
5,000 military personnel have been killed.  

» Azerbaijan:  

− Four civilians have been injured. 

» Bahrain:  

− Two people have been killed, and 35 people have been injured. 

» Iraq:  

− At least 59 people have been killed, including 47 Iran-backed militia fighters; 5 Ira-
nian Kurdish militants; 4 individuals, reported to be Iranian, in a targeted airstrike in 
Baghdad; 1 French soldier in Iraqi Kurdistan; 1 airport security guard in Erbil; and 1 
civilian southeast of Baghdad. 

» Jordan:  

− At least 29 people have been injured.  

 

https://apnews.com/article/iran-us-military-deaths-0a3f1532ec1953d51898e5b5e2b625d6
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/kentucky-soldier-stationed-in-saudi-arabia-is-7th-u-s-military-death-in-iran-war
https://x.com/CENTCOM/status/2032460946770202725
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/mar/16/us-troops-iran-war
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/two-people-seriously-wounded-in-iranian-missile-attack-on-central-israel/
https://www.israelhayom.com/2026/03/09/two-killed-iran-missile-strike-central-israel-construction-site/
https://news.walla.co.il/item/3821112
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-deadly-hezbollah-attack-in-north-was-rocket-fire-not-anti-tank-missile/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/number-of-injured-in-war-tops-4000/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/two-israeli-soldiers-killed-southern-lebanon-israel-military-says-2026-03-08/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/hospital-says-12-year-old-wounded-in-dimona-by-iran-missile-now-in-serious-condition/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/hospital-says-12-year-old-wounded-in-dimona-by-iran-missile-now-in-serious-condition/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/60-year-old-farmer-and-kibbutz-spokesman-killed-by-hezbollah-rocket/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-two-reservists-wounded-one-of-them-moderately-in-hezbollah-mortar-attack/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/15-injured-in-tel-aviv-missile-cluster-bomb-attack-most-lightly-hurt/
https://www.en-hrana.org/day-22-of-the-u-s-israeli-war-on-iran-more-than-50-of-the-strikes-target-tehran/
https://www.middleeasteye.net/live-blog/live-blog-update/iran-says-over-20000-wounded-us-israeli-attacks
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202603162057
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/missiles-drones-coming-iran-fell-airport-azerbaijan-source-says-2026-03-05/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/one-killed-others-injured-in-iranian-attack-in-bahrain/
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2026/03/09/death-toll-mounts-in-u-s-israel-war-on-iran/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/iran-drone-attack-on-bahrain-leaves-32-civilians-wounded-health-ministry/
https://www.omanobserver.om/article/1185695/world/region/bahrain-says-three-people-injured-by-missile-debris-statement
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1499925/casualty-figures-from-across-the-region-amid-war.html#:~:text=Iraq,tally%20based%20on%20their%20announcements.
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/jordan-says-240-missiles-drones-fired-at-kingdom-since-start-of-mideast-war/
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» Kuwait:  

− Two Kuwaiti navy sailors, two Kuwaiti interior ministry officers, and a Kuwaiti civilian 
have been killed, over 70 Kuwaiti military personnel have been injured, and two med-
ical staff have been wounded. 

» Lebanon:  

− At least 1,001 people have been killed, and more than 2,584 have been wounded—
figures that do not distinguish between Hezbollah operatives and civilians. 

» Oman:  

− At least three people have been killed, and at least 10 people have been wounded. 

» Qatar:  

− Around 20 people have been wounded, and six people were killed over the weekend 
in a helicopter crash in Qatari territorial waters due to a technical issue. An additional 
passenger is currently missing. 

» Saudi Arabia:  

− Two foreign nationals have been killed, and 16 others have been injured. 

» Syria:  

− At least four people have been killed in Syria, and several others have been injured. 

» U.A.E.:  

− Eight people have been killed, and at least 160 have been injured. 

5. Threats and Condemnation from Iranian Officials 

⚫ Khatam Al-Anbiya, the unified combatant command for the Iranian military, issued a threat 
against regional infrastructure following President Trump’s threat to strike Iranian power 
plants if the Strait of Hormuz is not opened in 48 hours. According to Khatam Al-Anbiya’s 
statement, “if Iran’s fuel and energy infrastructure is violated by the enemy, all energy, infor-
mation technology and desalination infrastructure belonging to the US and the regime in the 
region will be targeted.” 

⚫ Iran’s permanent representative to the International Maritime Organization, Ali Mousavi, said 
the Strait of Hormuz is “open to everyone” if they have coordinated with Iran and are not 
owned by entities considered enemies of the Islamic Republic.  

⚫ Iran announced it targeted Dimona, home to Israel’s main nuclear research center, in retalia-
tion for a strike on Iran’s Natanz nuclear enrichment site, although the IDF denied responsi-
bility for the Natanz attack. 

⚫ Iran’s military warned the U.A.E. that any further attacks originating from its territory against 
the disputed islands of Abu Musa and Greater Tunb would prompt heavy strikes on the emir-
ate of Ras Al Khaimah, escalating tensions over the long-contested islands which are con-
trolled by Iran but claimed by the U.A.E.  

6. International Response 

⚫ Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu called for European countries to join the U.S.-
Israeli operations against Iran, referring to Iran’s targeting of civilians and holy sites, its mis-
sile launches targeting Diego Garcia—showing Iran’s ability to strike Europe—and its clo-
sure of the Strait of Hormuz.  

https://www.reuters.com/world/kuwait-says-two-navy-soldiers-killed-2026-03-02/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/two-kuwait-fire-officers-killed-while-performing-duties-fire-force-says-2026-03-08/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/kuwait-says-11-year-old-girl-killed-by-shrapnel-amid-iranian-assault-on-gulf/
https://english.aawsat.com/gulf/5251442-gulf-defenses-destroy-12-ballistic-missiles-50-drones-3-soldiers-wounded-kuwait
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/gulf/2026/03/06/total-of-67-kuwait-army-personnel-injured-in-middle-east-war-statement-
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/missile-debris-kills-one-in-abu-dhabi-as-iran-presses-gulf-attacks/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/lebanon-says-death-toll-from-israel-hezbollah-war-rises-to-1001/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/tracking-deaths-iran-israel-united-states-middle-east-9.7114340
https://www.middleeasteye.net/live-blog/live-blog-update/two-killed-drone-debris-oman
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/west-asia-conflict-two-indians-killed-in-attack-in-omans-sohar/article70741153.ece
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/qatar-says-iranian-attacks-injured-around-20-targeted-airport-and-energy-infrastructure/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/six-killed-in-helicopter-crash-in-qatari-waters-rescue-efforts-underway-to-find-missing-person/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/4-killed-in-saudi-arabia-kuwait-as-iran-keeps-up-relentless-attacks-on-gulf-states/amp/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/4-injured-from-missile-shrapnel-in-riyadh-as-fragment-falls-near-refinery/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/two-killed-12-injured-after-projectile-fell-residential-location-saudi-arabia-2026-03-08/
https://news.walla.co.il/item/3821112
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2026/03/03/iran-us-war-israel-strait-or-hormuz-deaths/2f4eecce-1735-11f1-aef0-0aac8e8e94db_story.html
https://x.com/modgovae/status/2035678544970633367?s=20
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/iran-army-says-will-target-energy-desalination-infrastructure-after-us-threats/
https://www.wsj.com/livecoverage/iran-us-israel-war-updates-2026/card/iran-says-strait-of-hormuz-is-open-to-all-except-its-enemies-R44ixu3RD7Qfwl1EAQl0
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/mar/21/iran-hits-israeli-town-housing-nuclear-facility-in-retaliation-for-natanz-strike
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/iran-military-warns-uae-over-attacks-on-disputed-gulf-islands/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/citing-long-range-attack-netanyahu-urges-europe-to-join-fight-against-iran/
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⚫ Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan held separate calls with his Iranian and Egyptian 
counterparts; European Union foreign policy chief Kaja Kallas; and U.S. officials, with dis-
cussions centered on steps to end the war.  

⚫ Iraq has declared force majeure on all oil fields operated by foreign companies. 

⚫ Britain has confirmed that the United States is authorized to use U.K. bases in operations to 
“degrade the missile sites and capabilities being used to attack ships in the Strait of Hor-
muz.” 

⚫ Britain has positioned the HMS Anson, a nuclear-powered submarine equipped with Toma-
hawk Block IV missiles, in the Arabian Sea.  

⚫ The Saudi Foreign Ministry issued a statement condemning Iran’s attacks against Saudi 
Arabia, countries in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), and other Arab and Muslim states. 
The Foreign Ministry affirmed that Iran’s ongoing attacks “will lead to further escalation and 
have serious consequences for relations at present and in the future.” 

» Saudi Arabia ordered the Iranian military attaché and his assistant, as well as three staff 
members of the Iranian embassy, to leave the country within 24 hours. 

⚫ Pope Leo called the death and suffering caused by the war a “scandal to the whole human 
family,” renewing his call for an immediate ceasefire.  

⚫ After the Natanz nuclear site in Iran was targeted, the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) stated that it “reiterates calls for military restraint.” 

» Following Iran’s targeting of the Israeli nuclear facility in Dimona, Rafael Grossi, Director 
General of the IAEA, urged that "maximum military restraint should be observed, in par-
ticular in the vicinity of nuclear facilities." 

⚫ In a call with Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
“condemned the attacks on critical infrastructure in the region” and “emphasized the im-
portance of preserving freedom of navigation and ensuring that maritime routes remain open 
and secure.” 

⚫ In a proposal rejected by the United States, Russia proposed to cease intelligence sharing 
with Iran if the United States no longer provides intelligence to Ukraine, according to POLIT-
ICO.  

⚫ Kuwait filed a complaint with the International Civil Aviation Organization over airspace dis-
ruptions caused by Iranian attacks.  

⚫ Qatar is reportedly applying significant pressure to bring about an end to the war. It has pro-
posed releasing Iranian funds in a potential peace deal.  

7. Charts and Trends 

⚫ Iranian missile fire continued a 33 percent decline on March 21, with 20 missiles fired. How-
ever, Iran has already fired 21 missiles on March 22. 

 

https://www.turkiyetoday.com/nation/turkiyes-top-diplomat-holds-calls-with-iran-egypt-eu-and-us-on-ending-war-3216716
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/iraq-declares-force-majeure-foreign-operated-oilfields-over-hormuz-disruption-2026-03-20/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/uk-approves-us-use-of-british-bases-to-strike-iran-missile-sites-targeting-ships/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/report-uk-nuclear-powered-submarine-positioned-in-arabian-sea-amid-regional-tensions/
https://x.com/KSAmofaEN/status/2035481821584961909/photo/1
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/saudi-arabia-orders-iranian-military-attache-four-embassy-staff-leave-2026-03-21/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/pope-leo-calls-war-middle-east-scandal-humanity-2026-03-22/
https://x.com/iaeaorg/status/2035300805708804229
https://x.com/iaeaorg/status/2035440400194768929
https://x.com/narendramodi/status/2035384000446111845
https://www.politico.eu/article/putin-offers-stop-intel-iran-condition-us-cuts-off-ukraine/
https://x.com/kuna_en/status/2035708142571360711?s=20
https://www.mako.co.il/news-military/Israel_iran_war/Article-0f634dc513c0d91027.htm
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⚫ On March 20 and 21, Iran maintained heavy drone attacks against Saudi Arabia, launching 

over 50 drones each day. However, so far on March 22, Iran has shifted the focus of its 
drone attacks toward the U.A.E., launching 25 drones targeting the country in large bar-
rages, and only 10 drones launched against Saudi Arabia. 

 

 
⚫ The number of separate Iranian attacks against Saudi Arabia has remained higher than any 

other country in recent days. The large increases in the number of drones targeting the 
country on March 20 and 21 were due to larger individual drone attacks on those days, with 
much smaller attacks so far on March 22. 

 
  
⚫ Iran continued a trend of successful strikes against Israel over the weekend, with three hits 

on March 20, four on March 21, and two so far on March 22. Cluster munitions continued 
striking populated areas, and two direct strikes hit targets in southern Israel. 
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8. JINSA Resources 

⚫ Jonathan Ruhe, Scared Strait: Ending Iran’s Threat to Hormuz and the Gulf, March 19, 2026 

⚫ Giran Ozcan and Jonah Brody, Iran’s Kurdish Coalition and the Future of the Opposition, 
March 18, 2026 

⚫ Hussein Mansour, If Tehran Falls: How Iran’s Collapse Reshuffles Arab Gulf Relations, 
March 16 

⚫ Infographic: Operation Epic Fury—What is the Aim Point?, March 13, 2026 

⚫ VADM Mark Fox, USN (ret.), IDF MG (ret.) Yaakov Amidror, and Jonathan Ruhe, “Webinar: 
Washington and Jerusalem’s Next Moves,” March 12, 2026 

⚫ Meriem Mokhtari, How the Muslim Brotherhood Funds Iran’s Proxies, March 11, 2026 

⚫ Robert McNally and Michael Makovsky, PhD, “Webinar: Iran War Energy Disruption: Short-
Term or Here To Stay?” March 10, 2026 

⚫ Blaise Misztal, Principles for U.S.-Kurdish Partnership, March 6, 2026 

⚫ Hussein Mansour, Gulf Situation Assessment: Iran’s Attacks on Arab States Will Backfire, 
March 5, 2026 

⚫ Ari Cicurel, Iran’s Missile Fire Has Almost Run Out, March 5, 2026 

⚫ Blaise Misztal, Iran is Not Iraq, March 4, 2026 

⚫ Giran Ozcan and Jonah Brody, The Kurdish Moment in Iran, March 4, 2026 

⚫ Gen. Frank McKenzie, USMC (ret.), IDF MG (ret.) Yaakov Amidror, IDF MG (ret.) Oded 
Bassiuk, and John Hannah, “Webinar: Operations Epic Fury and Roaring Lion,” March 1, 
2026 

⚫ Jonathan Ruhe and Ari Cicurel, U.S.-Israel Joint Operations Against Iran’s Regime, Febru-
ary 28, 2026 

⚫ Blaise Misztal, Giran Ozcan, and Jonah Brody, The Rise of Iran’s Kurdish Coalition, Febru-
ary 27, 2026 

⚫ Jonathan Ruhe and Ari Cicurel, Israel: America’s Third Aircraft Carrier in the Middle East, 
February 25, 2026 

⚫ Jonathan Ruhe and Ari Cicurel, Iran’s Evolving Missile and Drone Threat, February 20, 2026 

https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/scared-strait-ending-irans-threats-to-hormuz-and-the-gulf/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/irans-kurdish-coalition-and-the-future-of-the-opposition/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/if-tehran-falls/
https://jinsa.org/infographic-operation-epic-fury-aim-point/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmLNZ-OnIuE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmLNZ-OnIuE
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/how-the-muslim-brotherhood-funds-irans-proxies/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ma0vN1uGLOk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ma0vN1uGLOk
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/principles-for-u-s-kurdish-partnership/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/gulf-situation-assessment-irans-attacks-on-arab-states-will-backfire/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/irans-missile-firepower-has-almost-run-out/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/iran-is-not-iraq/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/the-kurdish-moment-in-iran/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AhZno_HE3lw&list=PLE4AR3XpM4hQCtGuYOubOAxa6mJLCsTlk
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/u-s-israel-joint-operations-against-irans-regime/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/the-rise-of-irans-kurdish-coalition/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/israel-americas-third-aircraft-carrier-in-the-middle-east/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/irans-evolving-missile-and-drone-threat/

