Open Letter From Military —
IS | 5o

Professionals Refuting Genocide
Allegations Against Israel JINSA

OCTOBER 7, 2026

WASHINGTON, DC | As retired senior military leaders and legal experts, on this, the third anniversary of Hamas’s October 7, 2023 brutal
attack on Israel, we reject claims that Israel committed genocide in Gaza.

ANNIVERSARY

Genocide is a grave and exceptional violation of international law, defined and prohibited by the Genocide Convention of 1948 and
enumerated as a crime in the Statute of the International Criminal Court and in the U.S. federal criminal code. The allegations that Israel
committed this crime do not meet the established definition and standards of genocide, are unsupported by established facts, nor do they
stand up to common sense scrutiny.

A finding of genocide requires evidence of acts that are intended to destroy a protected national, ethnic, racial, or religious group, in whole
or in part. Israel has neither intended to, nor destroyed, Palestinians as a group in Gaza. All the evidence, in fact, points to the contrary
conclusion: that, after suffering a barbaric, indiscriminate massacre by Hamas terrorists on October 7, 2023, the Israel Defense Forces (IDF),
acting in justified self-defense, went to extreme lengths to protect civilians in Gaza, including from Hamas.

Israel’s accusers allege genocide mostly because of the supposed number of civilians killed in Gaza. Such claims are rife with flaws. Genocide
is not a quantitative crime; there is no humber of civilian casualties that constitutes genocide. Nor are the claimed casualty numbers from
Gaza credible. Issued by Hamas themselves and, at the very least, not distinguishing between civilians and combatants, they cannot be
relied upon.

Further, established legal precedent makes clear that civilian deaths occurring during combat, however tragic, are insufficient, by
themselves, to support a finding of genocidal intent. That is because of the unfortunate realities of war and the laws that govern it, both of
which Israel’s accusers appear woefully ignorant.

Many of the signatories to this letter have commanded United States armed forces in combat against enemies who regularly hide behind
civilians and put those civilians intentionally in harm’s way. Fighting under those complexities is especially difficult. We understand that the
loss of civilian life in Gaza is tragic. But we also know that such tragic outcomes do not necessarily violate the law of armed conflict. There
is no perfect attack; there are only those in which commanders use all available information to make hard decisions and their best
judgement to comply with legal obligations and protect civilians. And that is exactly what we have witnessed from the IDF in Gaza.

Assessments of Israeli combat operations, undertaken by some of the signatories to this letter, describe a military taking an unprecedented
combination of precautions to avoid civilian casualties; not one following orders to destroy Palestinians as a group. The IDF has provided
civilians with numerous advance warnings—leaflets, phone calls, text messages, radio and TV broadcasts, and social media
notices—evacuation instructions, protected corridors, and tactical pauses to help move them out of harm’s way, even when those
precautionary measures ceded tactical advantage to enemy forces. IDF soldiers have even put themselves in harm’s way to protect
Palestinians seeking to flee the fighting from attack by Hamas. Stringent legal review of targets is a standard part of IDF procedures.
Repeatedly, Israel has called off strikes because of the presence of civilians.

Israel has also gone out of its way to provide aid and assistance to civilians in Gaza. More than 3.5 million tons of food, 48,000 tons of
medical supplies, 5,000 tons of baby food, and up to 15,000cubic meters per day of water desalinated by Israel have been sent into Gaza.
Over half a million Gazan children were vaccinated during the war and some 5,000 Gazans evacuated for medical treatment abroad. These
are not the actions of a genocidal state but of a professional military ethically and legally committed to the protection of civilian life.

This pattern of law-abiding IDF conduct in Gaza also contradicts accusers’ claims that some statements from Israeli political officials,
seemingly encouraging unlawful harm to civilians, are evidence of genocidal intent. Such inflammatory statements are disgraceful. Yet,
while it deserves unequivocal condemnation, rhetoric from politicians uninvolved in military decision-making is in no way reflective of
actual IDF operations.

Israel has not committed genocide but rather set a high bar for how to conduct urban warfare against an enemy who will stop at nothing,
including the death of its own civilians.

We call on those concerned with this issue to carefully assess the facts related to the Gaza campaign, insist on faithful application of the
Genocide Convention, and reject factually and legally dubious accusations against Israel. Failure to do so incentivizes future adversaries to
deliberately endanger civilians and then exploit civilian suffering to portray lawful operations as genocide, weaken public support, and
divide our alliances.

The precedent established today regarding Israel will shape the conditions under which American forces fight tomorrow. Protecting civilians
and preserving the ability of our nation to defend itself requires us to defend the truth when the laws of war are being distorted to make
false charges of genocide.

The Jewish Institute for National Security of America (JINSA) is dedicated to advancing U.S. national security interests in the Middle East, of which a critical pillar
is a robust U.S -Israel security relationship. JINSA believes that Israel is the most capable and critical U.S. security partner in the 21st century and that a strong

America is the best guarantor of Western civilization.

JINSA is a non-partisan, 501c(3) organization.
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SIGNED,

Gen James F. Amos, USMC (ret.),

35th Commandant of the Marine Corps

GEN Frank J. Grass, USA (ret.),

JINSA Generals and Admirals Program Participant

Gen W.L. "Spider” Nyland, USMC (ret.),

Assistant Commandant of the Marine Corps

Gen Philip M. Breedlove, USAF (ret.),

Supreme Allied Commander Europe, Commander US
European Command

Gen Kevin P. Chilton, USAF (ret.),

Commander, U.S. Strategic Command

Gen C.T. “Tony” Robertson, Jr., USAF (ret.), Commander,
U.S. Transportation Command, and Commander, Air
Mobility Command

GEN James D. Thurman, USA (ret.),

Commander, United Nations Command, ROK-United
States Combined Forces Command and U.S. Air Forces
Korea

Gen Charles Wald, USAF (ret.),

Deputy Commander of United States European
Command (EUCOM)

Gen William Begert, USAF (ret.),

Commander, Pacific Air Forces, and Air Component
Commander for the Commander, U.S. Pacific Command
ADM Bruce Clingan, USN (ret.),

Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe; U.S. Naval Forces
Africa; Allied Joint Force Command, Naples

Gen Donald G. Cook, USAF (ret.),

Commander, Air Education and Training Command
ADM Mark Fitzgerald, USN (ret.),

Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Europe; U.S. Naval Forces
Africa; Allied Joint Force Command, Naples

Gen Mike Hostage, USAF (ret.),

Commander, Air Combat Command

Lt Gen Steven L. Basham, USAF (ret.),

Deputy Commander, U.S. European Command

VADM John Bird, USN (ret.),

Commander, U.S. 7th Fleet

Lt Gen Rod Bishop, USAF (ret.),

Commander, 3rd Air Force

LTG H. Steven Blum, USA (ret.),

Deputy Commander, U.S. Northern Command

LtGen Thomas Conant, USMC (ret.),

Deputy Commander, United States Pacific Command
VADM Michael J. Connor, USN (ret.),

Commander, United States Submarine Forces

Lt Gen David Deptula, USAF (ret.),

Deputy Chief of Staff for Intelligence, Surveillance and
Reconnaissance, Headquarters Air Force

Lt Gen Eric Fiel, USAF (ret.),

Commander, Air Force Special Operations Command
VADM Jeffrey Fowler, USN (ret.), 60th Superintendent,
U.S. Naval Academy

VADM Mark I. Fox, USN (ret.),

Deputy Commander, United States Central Command
LTG David Fridovich, USA (ret.),

Deputy Commander, U.S. Special Operations Command
LtGen Kenneth Glueck, Jr., USMC (ret.),

Deputy Commandant, Combat Development and
Integration; Commanding General, Marine Corps
Combat Development Command

Lt Gen Michael Gould, USAF (ret.),

Superintendent, United States Air Force Academy

Israel

LtGen Mike Groen, USMC (ret.),

Director, Joint Artificial Intelligence Center (JAIC)

Lt Gen Joseph Guastella, USAF (ret.),

Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations, Headquarters U.S.
Air Force

LtGen Earl Hailston, USMC (ret.),

Commander, U.S. Marine Corps Forces
Pacific/Commander, U.S. Marine Corps Forces Central
Command

LtGen Karsten Heckl, USMC (ret.),

Deputy Commandant, Combat Development and
Integration; Commanding General, Marine Corps
Combat Development Command

LtGen John Jansen, USMC (ret.),

Deputy Commandant for Programs and Resources
LTG James Jarrard, USA (ret.),

Deputy Commanding General of United States Army
Pacific

LTG Raymond Mason, USA (ret.),

Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics, G4 Army Staff

Lt Gen Charles May, USAF (ret.),

Assistant Vice Chief of Staff

LtGen Fred McCorkle, USMC (ret.),

Deputy Commandant Marine Corps Aviation

Lt Gen Thomas G. Mclnerney, USAF (ret.),

Assistant Vice Chief of Staff, Headquarters U.S. Air Force
VADM John Miller, USN (ret.),

Commander, US Naval Forces, US Central Command
LtGen Rich Mills, USMC (ret.),

Commander, Marine Forces Reserve and Commander
Marine Forces North

Lt Gen Charles Moore, USAF (ret.),

Deputy Commander, U.S. Cyber Command

Lt Gen C.D. Moore II, USAF (ret.),

Commander, Air Force Life Cycle Management Center
VADM Ross A. Myers, USN (ret.),

Commander, Tenth Fleet/Fleet Cyber/Navy Space, and
former Deputy Commander, USCYBERCOM

Lt Gen Chris Nowland, USAF (ret.),

Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations, Headquarters U.S.
Air Force

LTG Raymond Palumbo, USA (ret.),

Director for Defense Intelligence

VADM Carol Pottenger, USN (ret.),

NATO Allied Command Transformation DCOS Capability
Development

VADM Joe Rixey, USN (ret.),

Director of the Defense Security Cooperation Agency
VADM Herman A. Shelanski, USN (ret.),

Naval Inspector General

VADM Sandra Stosz, USCG (ret.),

Deputy Commandant for Mission Support

LTG Guy Swan, USA (ret.),

Commanding General, U.S. Army North/5th Army

Lt Gen Thomas J. Trask, USAF (ret.),

Vice Commander, United States Special Operations
Command

LtGen Mark Wise, USMC (ret.),

Deputy Commandant for Aviation, USMC

RADM Fred L. Ames, USCG (ret.),

Assistant Commandant for Human Resources
MajGen Joseph T. Anderson, USMC (ret.),

CG 1st Marine Aircraft Wing
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MG Joe Arbuckle, USA (ret.),

Commander, Operations Support Command

RADM Paul Becker, USN (ret.),

Director for Intelligence, Joint Staff (J2)

Maj Gen Jack J. Catton, Jr., USAF (ret.),

Director of Requirements, Headquarters Air Combat
Command

MajGen Mark Clark, USMC (ret.),

Commanding General Marine Special Operations
Command (MARSOC)

MajGen Jon Gallinetti, USMC (ret.),

Deputy Commander, Marine Corps Forces Command
RADM Brett Heimbigner, USN (ret.),

Director Joint ISR Operations Center

MajGen Bob Hollingsworth, USMC (ret.),

Vice Commander, Marine Forces Pacific

Maj Gen James P. Hunt, USAF (ret.),

Deputy Commanding General, Multi-National Corps,
Iraq

Maj Gen Kenneth Israel, USAF (ret.),

Assistant Deputy Undersecretary of Defense for
Airborne Reconnaissance and Director of the Defense
Airborne Reconnaissance Office

RADM Steven Kantrowitz, USN (ret.),

Deputy Commander, Naval Legal Service Command
RADM Edward Masso, USNR (ret.),

Commander Navy Personnel Command/Deputy Chief of
Naval Personnel

RADM William F. Merlin, USCG (ret.),

Commander, Eighth Coast Guard District

Maj Gen Bentley B. Rayburn, USAF (ret.), Commander,
USAF Doctrine Center

MajGen Dave Richwine, USMC (ret.),

Chief Information Officer and Director of Intelligence,
Headquarters, US Marine Corps

Maj Gen Lawrence Stutzriem, USAF (ret.),

Director, Plans, Policy, and Strategy, North American
Aerospace Defense Command and U.S. Northern
Command

MajGen Larry Taylor, USMCR (ret.),

Commanding General, 4th Marine Aircraft Wing

MG Paul Vallely, USA (ret.),

Deputy Commanding General US Army Pacific
RDML Terry McKnight, USN (ret.),

Commander Task Force 151 - Anti-Piracy Task
Force/Commander Expeditionary Group Two

RDML Mark Milliken, USN (ret.),

Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy International
Programs Office

BGen Michael Mulqueen, USMC (ret.),

The United States Military Entrance Processing
Command

Brig Gen Christopher Walker, USAF (ret.),

Assistant Adjutant General and Commander of the West
Virginia Air National Guard

BG Mitchell M. Zais, Ph.D., USA (ret.),

Former Acting U.S. Secretary of Education

COL Marc Warren, USA (ret.),

Former Special Assistant for Military Law and Operations
to The Judge Advocate General, U.S. Army

MAJ John Spencer, USA (ret.),

Executive Director, Urban Warfare Institute




