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President Donald Trump and Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian signed a now-expired Mem-
orandum of Understanding (MOU) on June 17, outlining terms to end the war and reopen the 
Strait of Hormuz over a 60-day period of further negotiations. However, on July 8, President 
Trump declared the MOU to be “over,” and both sides have resumed exchanging fire. JINSA 
continues to release regular updates about the conflict. The update below includes information 
since JINSA’s last update as of October 19 at 10:00 am ET. 
 

Iranian missiles and drones launched since July 7: At least 595 (8 on October 16–19) 

Brent Crude Oil Price: $108.13 a barrel as of 9:00 am ET (day range: $106.82–109.65) 

1. Overview 

⚫ Iran continued its recent escalation of attacks against ships, including two attacks targeting 
tankers offshore of al Jubayl, Saudi Arabia on October 16, with one involving an RPG. Two 
projectiles also hit a tug boat near the Strait of Hormuz. 

⚫ In a video statement on October 16, U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM) Commander Ad-
miral Brad Cooper shared that the U.S. naval blockade on Iran has prevented the regime 
from exporting $25 billion in oil, adding that U.S. efforts have also facilitated a freeze on 
$350 million in cryptocurrency belonging to Tehran. 

» He also noted that there have been reports of Iranian proxies limiting payments to their 
forces in order to send money back to the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC).   

⚫ The Guardian reported on October 17 that the United Arab Emirates (U.A.E.) agreed to re-
start payments to government forces in Yemen countering the Iran-backed Houthis, with 
Saudi Arabia committing to provide the force with air cover. 

⚫ The Wall Street Journal reported on October 16 that Iranian assistance to the Houthis, in-
cluding support with targeting, intelligence, training, and tactical advice, has facilitated the 
group’s sophisticated attacks on Saudi Arabia and its allies in Yemen. 

https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/trump-says-interim-accord-with-iran-end-war-is-over-2026-07-08/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/iran-war-update-10-16-26/
https://www.bloomberg.com/quote/CO1:COM
https://www.bloomberg.com/quote/CO1:COM
https://x.com/UK_MTO/status/2111358532528591354/photo/1
https://x.com/UK_MTO/status/2111343387395919930
https://x.com/UK_MTO/status/2111675229307044030
https://x.com/CENTCOM/status/2111156124997263405
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/oct/17/uae-yemen-conflict-agreement-saudi-arabia-houthi-gains
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/iran-houthi-saudi-arabia-attacks-38b82107?mod=middle-east_news_article_pos1
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2. Diplomatic Engagement 

⚫ On October 18, the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) condemned continued Houthi attacks 
on Saudi Arabia and Iranian missile and drone attacks against Gulf states, reaffirming its 
members’ right to collective self-defense and calling for stricter enforcement of the United 
Nations arms embargo on the Houthis. 

» The GCC rejected Iran’s restrictions on navigation through the Strait of Hormuz, includ-
ing requirements for prior authorization, designated shipping routes, and transit fees, 
and called for the restoration of prewar freedom of navigation. 

» The council also called for a diplomatic resolution to the conflict that addresses Iran’s nu-
clear and and missile programs; drone capabilities; and support for regional proxies, em-
phasizing the GCC states must be included in negotiations affecting their security. 

Iran 

⚫ Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi told Iran’s IRGC-affiliated Tasnim News Agency on 
October 18 that the Iranian conditions for reopening the Strait of Hormuz remain unchanged, 
adding that the Iranian proposal for a limited ceasefire in exchange for reopening the Strait 
still stands. 

» Araghchi noted that Iran continues to review U.S. “comments” on Iran’s seven-day 
ceasefire proposal, which was first shared with the United States in September, before 
being rejected by President Trump. 

3. U.S., Israeli, and Arab Partner Operations 

Lebanon 

⚫ Israel’s Walla News reported on October 19 that the United States has warned Hezbollah 
against attacking Israel, should the Israeli military resume strikes on Iran. 

» According to Walla reporting, the Trump administration asked Lebanese President Jo-
seph Aoun to tell Hezbollah that any aggression against Israel would be met with an Is-
raeli response “exceeding all limits.”  

Strait of Hormuz 

⚫ On October 17, CENTCOM reported that U.S. forces have redirected 138 vessels attempt-
ing to bypass the Strait of Hormuz blockade reimposed on July 14.  

https://www.gcc-sg.org/en/MediaCenter/News/Pages/news-2026-10-18-5.aspx
https://www.cbsnews.com/live-updates/iran-war-us-trump-talks-russia-strait-of-hormuz/#post-update-05d18535
https://www.walla.co.il/news/military/383958026
https://x.com/CENTCOM/status/2111548808232309120?s=20
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⚫ In a video statement on October 16, CENTCOM Commander Adm Brad Cooper shared that 
U.S. forces have enabled the transit of 400 commercial vessels through the Strait of Hormuz 
during the previous week. 

» He added that U.S. forces have enabled over one billion barrels of oil to leave the water-
way since the start of the war.  

Yemen 

⚫ On October 18, the Egyptian presidency issued a statement, writing that “Egypt will provide 
Saudi Arabia with all necessary and possible forms of support to defend its security and sta-
bility, protect its resources, territorial integrity and Islamic holy sites,” if requested. 

⚫ On October 18, a Saudi AH-6i helicopter experienced technical issues over the country’s 
Najran region, resulting in a crash that killed two crew members. 

» The Saudi-led coalition’s spokesman, Major General Turki al-Maliki, refuted the Houthis’ 
claims that the group shot the helicopter down.  

⚫ On October 18, Houthi media announced that Saudi forces struck a home in Yemen’s Saada 
governorate, killing at least nine people and injuring 16 others.  

⚫ On October 16, Yemen’s Iran-backed Houthis accused Saudi Arabia of carrying out air-
strikes on a residential building in Dhamar province, killing three children aged 8 to 10 and 
wounding more than a dozen people.  

» The Houthi-run Health Ministry claimed that 124 people had been killed in Houthi-con-
trolled territory since fighting resumed in September. Saudi Arabia did not immediately 
comment on the strikes.  

4. Iranian and Proxy Operations 

⚫ On October 18, U.S. embassies across the Middle East posted alerts instructing American 
citizens in the region to “exercise heightened vigilance due to the complex security environ-
ment.” 

» The alert noted that the Houthis have attacked Saudi critical infrastructure, adding that 
“The hostilities have the potential to escalate rapidly beyond that immediate area.” 

Iraq 

⚫ On October 18, the Komala Party of Iranian Kurdistan, an Iranian Kurdish opposition group, 
reported that a drone strike had targeted one of the group’s bases in the Khalifan region, 
adding that no casualties were reported due to the attack. 

⚫ On October 17, a drone targeted a camp belonging to the Komala Party in Erbil Gover-
norate, Iraqi Kurdistan. No casualties were reported.  

» Later that day, the Komala Party announced that its headquarters was targeted in a sec-
ond drone attack. No casualties were reported in the second attack.  

Maritime 

⚫ On October 18, the United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations (UKMTO) Center reported 
that a tugboat traveling southbound through the Strait of Hormuz was struck by two unidenti-
fied projectiles northeast of Khor Fakkan, U.A.E., resulting in damage to the vessel and one 
minor injury. The vessel continued its voyage. 

⚫ On October 17, UKMTO reported that a liquefied natural gas tanker in the Gulf of Aden, ap-
proximately 140 nautical miles southwest of Al Mukalla, Yemen, came under fire from a 
small boat carrying seven people. The tanker’s armed security team fired two warning shots, 
prompting the attackers to change course.  

https://x.com/CENTCOM/status/2111156124997263405
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/egypt-says-ready-to-give-saudi-arabia-necessary-support-amid-houthi-fighting/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/saudi-led-coalition-says-2-killed-in-helicopter-crash-denies-houthi-claim-of-downing-aircraft/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/houthi-media-says-saudi-strike-killed-9-in-northern-yemen/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/saudi-airstrikes-killed-three-children-in-yemen-houthis-say/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/mideast-us-embassies-tell-citizens-to-be-on-alert-amid-houthi-attacks-risk-of-escalation/
https://x.com/Komala_Party/status/2111551957576126656
https://x.com/Komala_Party/status/2111553562115285132?s=20
https://x.com/Komala_Party/status/2111552420920557859
https://x.com/UK_MTO/status/2111675229307044030?s=20
https://x.com/UK_MTO/status/2111452684075360751?s=20
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⚫ On October 16, UKMTO reported two separate attacks against tankers in the Persian Gulf, 
northeast of Al Jubayl, Saudi Arabia. 

» One tanker was struck by an unidentified projectile approximately 68 nautical miles 
northeast of Al Jubayl, prompting the evacuation of its crew. No casualties or environ-
mental damage were reported. 

» A second tanker was attacked with a rocket-propelled grenade fired from a small boat 
approximately 78 nautical miles northeast of Al Jubayl, resulting in minor damage. All 
crew members were reported safe.   

⚫ The IRGC alleged on October 17 that an oil tanker struck a mine and exploded while travel-
ing through a route in the Strait of Hormuz unauthorized by Tehran, according to reports in 
Iranian media.  

Saudi Arabia 

⚫ On October 18, a Houthi projectile struck a residential area in Najran, Saudi Arabia, wound-
ing six people and causing damage to homes and vehicles.  

⚫ On October 17, Saudi Arabia announced that its forces shot down four Houthi drones target-
ing the kingdom, including projectiles flying over Riyadh.  

⚫ On October 16, Saudi-led coalition forces shot down several Houthi projectiles targeting the 
kingdom, including a ballistic missile barreling towards Yanbu, three drones over Riyadh and 
the country’s south, and two cruise missiles flying over the Red Sea.  

Yemen 

⚫ On October 19, three Houthi ballistic missiles struck the al-Alam military camp in Yemen’s 
Shabwa governorate, resulting in the deaths of 50 people and injuring dozens others. 

5. Internal Iranian Dynamics 

⚫ On October 18, Iran’s parliament approved Mehrdad Akhlaghi to serve as the regime’s new 
Minister of Defense after Mohammad Pakpour, his predecessor, died in an airstrike on the 
first day of the war.  

6. Threats, Condemnations, and Statements from Iranian and Proxy Officials 

⚫ On October 18, following his appointment as Iran’s new defense minister, Mehrdad Akhlaghi 
warned that the United States and its Middle Eastern allies would “suffer enormous damage” 
if American forces attacked Iran.  

⚫ On October 18, Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi posted on X, “Last time you wanted 
to "finish the job", Iran emerged even stronger. Want to try your luck again? Be our guest. 
But be careful; we have unfinished jobs too.” 

» Just hours prior, President Trump posted on Truth Social that “we will soon finish the 
job,” with regards to Iran, unless its leaders “change their ways, rapidly.” 

⚫ On October 18, Iran’s Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf posted on X, “The 
Persian Gulf Data Authority is coming. To governments, funds, and firms in the region: you 
are kindly advised to give no resources to any AI or data company aiding invasions or killing 
children. No finance, equity, land and energy. Assist them and face our enforcement.” 

⚫ On October 17, Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said that Iran supports “an inclusive 
and comprehensive political process as the only practical and sustainable way to resolve” 
the Saudi-Houthi conflict. 

https://x.com/UK_MTO/status/2111343387395919930?s=20
https://x.com/UK_MTO/status/2111358532528591354?s=20
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/iran-guards-say-oil-tanker-exploded-after-hitting-mine-in-unauthorized-route-through-hormuz/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/6-injured-after-houthi-strike-hits-southern-saudi-arabia-civil-defense-says/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/saudi-arabia-says-four-drones-shot-down-including-over-riyadh-amid-fighting-with-houthis/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/saudi-led-coalition-says-it-intercepts-missiles-and-drones-over-saudi-arabia-red-sea/
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2026/10/19/houthi-attack-on-yemen-govt-camp-kills-over-30-military-sources
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/irgc-chief-defense-minister-killed-in-opening-strikes-sources-say/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/irans-new-defense-minister-threatens-enormous-damage-in-region-if-us-attacks/
https://x.com/araghchi/status/2111922080535191600
https://nypost.com/2026/10/18/us-news/trump-endorses-netanyahu-ahead-of-israels-elections/
https://x.com/mb_ghalibaf/status/2111863826010480892
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/araghchi-says-iran-backs-political-process-to-solve-saudi-houthis-conflict/
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⚫ On October 17, the Houthis announced the release of 159 soldiers fighting on the side of 
Yemen’s internationally recognized government, with Houthi official Abdelqader al-Murtada 
noting that the detained fighters had “voluntarily surrendered themselves without fighting.” 

» The International Committee of the Red Cross confirmed that 159 prisoners had been 
freed by the Houthis. 

7. International Response 

⚫ On October 18, Saudi Defense Minister Prince Khalid bin Salman Al Saud met with Emirati 
President Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan in Abu Dhabi, where the two discussed regional 
tensions and potential security options.  

⚫ On October 16, the United Nations (UN) Security Council released a statement condemning 
repeated Houthi attacks against Saudi Arabia and commercial shipping, while also express-
ing support for Riyadh’s right to self-defense. 

8. JINSA Resources 

⚫ John Hannah and Rena Gabber, “Iran ‘Blew the Hell Out of Bahrain’ — And Trump’s Gulf 
Strategy With It,” The Washington Examiner, October 12, 2026 

⚫ Lt Gen Thomas Bergeson, USAF (ret.), LTG Karen Gibson, USA (ret.), LtGen Sam Mundy, 
USMC (ret.), and MajGen Robert Sofge, USMC (ret.), “How to Keep the Houthis Out of the 
Red Sea,” The National Interest, October 5, 2026 

⚫ Ari Cicurel, Resupply Israel to Deter Iran and Protect U.S. Forces, September 23, 2026 

⚫ VADM Jeff Trussler, USN (ret.) and Sarah Havdala, The US Needs an Information-Warfare 
Strategy for Iran — And Beyond, September 21, 2026 

⚫ Jonah Brody, The Houthis Close in on the Gulf’s Oil Export Lifeline, September 17, 2026 

⚫ Sarah Havdala, Iran in the Wake of Women, Life, Freedom, September 16, 2026 

⚫ Giran Ozcan, The United States Cannot Afford to Abandon the Kurdistan Region, Septem-
ber 14, 2026 

⚫ Ari Cicurel and Jonah Brody, All Is Not Quiet on the Houthi Front, September 11, 2026 

⚫ Michael Makovsky, PhD, Why Iran Fears Israel, But Not America, September 9, 2026 

⚫ Michael Makovsky, PhD, and Blaise Misztal, How to Win the Iran War, September 3, 2026 

 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/yemens-houthis-free-159-pro-government-fighters-under-amnesty/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/uae-president-saudi-defense-minister-discuss-regional-security-amid-houthi-attacks/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/un-security-council-slams-escalatory-houthi-attacks-on-saudi-arabia/
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/op-eds/4761617/us-navy-persian-gulf-iran-hormuz/?srsltid=AU7gw4W8pVJK2fP0MBIxYkegkTKm3sw0bhj261Phxs19gVJ5XsGtukVM.
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/op-eds/4761617/us-navy-persian-gulf-iran-hormuz/?srsltid=AU7gw4W8pVJK2fP0MBIxYkegkTKm3sw0bhj261Phxs19gVJ5XsGtukVM.
https://jinsa.org/how-to-keep-the-houthis-out-of-the-red-sea/
https://jinsa.org/how-to-keep-the-houthis-out-of-the-red-sea/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/resupply-israel-to-deter-iran-and-protect-us-forces/
https://breakingdefense.com/2026/09/the-us-needs-an-information-warfare-strategy-for-iran-and-beyond/
https://breakingdefense.com/2026/09/the-us-needs-an-information-warfare-strategy-for-iran-and-beyond/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/the-houthis-close-in-on-the-gulfs-oil-export-lifeline/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/iran-in-the-wake-of-women-life-freedom/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/the-united-states-cannot-afford-to-abandon-the-kurdistan-region/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/all-is-not-quiet-on-the-houthi-front/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/why-iran-fears-israel-but-not-america/
https://jinsa.org/jinsa_report/how-to-win-iran-war/
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